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SCENARIOS FROM AFRICA 2005
Selection of the winning scenarios
Juror observations 

on the content of participants’ scenarios + 
Juror recommendations for future action

based on those observations

The 2005 Scenarios from Africa contest (4th Edition) was held from 1 February to 15 April 2005. A total of 63,327 young Africans from 35 countries participated by submitting creative stories on HIV/AIDS. A strong majority of those young people participated in the contest as members of a team.
The contest was held with greatest intensity in sixteen African nations – the so-called “core countries” of the 2005 contest -- where coalitions of local organizations combined forces to generate particularly widespread participation. In addition, African youths living in France and in Switzerland participated thanks to the generous efforts of CRIPS and the Swiss Tropical Institute.

In each of those 18 countries, national juries were convened at various times during the months of May to August. Each national jury selected that country’s winning scenarios, which then went on to compete at the international selection process, held in Ouagadougou, Burkina Faso, from 9 to 14 October.

A total of 234 people from 203 different organizations served as jurors in the 2005 Scenarios from Africa selection process. Scenarios juries are made up of people living with HIV/AIDS; other specialists in HIV prevention, treatment and care; young people, especially winners of past Scenarios contests; and experts in communications and cinema. They faced the difficult but fascinating task of choosing the winners from among the 22,894 entries in the 2005 contest. The duration of national and international selection juries varied from 6 to 22 days.
Every contest entry is studied and graded by at least two jurors. The average Scenarios from Africa juror read and graded roughly 200 creative works on HIV/AIDS that had been submitted by young people during the contest; that amounts to something along the lines of 600+ pages of text per selection committee member. In addition, the entries were discussed at length by groups of jurors. In this way, the members of the selection committees were able to take a unique, full-immersion voyage of discovery through the thoughts and experiences of young people in the area of HIV/AIDS.

The selection process is, in short, an intense and innovative form of qualitative analysis of contest participants’ views on the epidemic. It allows Scenarios from Africa teams to improve local capacity for effective HIV/AIDS education, above all by providing jurors with an opportunity to learn about young people’s perspectives on the epidemic, to evaluate the impact of HIV-related programs to date, and to formulate recommendations for improving activities in the future. 
The Scenarios from Africa contest and national selection is repeated on a regular basis in a growing number of countries. As certain highly committed individuals serve as jurors each time the contest is held, they are able to gauge progress (or the lack thereof) in the development of favorable, healthy perspectives among their countries’ contest participants as years pass.
The 2005 jurors were informed at the beginning of the selection process that they would each be requested to complete a 3-page questionnaire by formulating written responses to the following questions as they studied and discussed contest entries:

1. In what ways (if any) did the content of the scenarios in general surprise you favorably? (That is to say, did you find unexpected elements in the scenarios that indicate that the HIV/AIDS community in your area has been doing especially good work?)
2. What would you say are the most important shortcomings or gaps in young people's knowledge with regard to HIV/AIDS?

3. In what ways do the scenarios provide insights into unfavorable attitudes pertaining to HIV/AIDS or to people living with HIV?

4. In what ways do the scenarios give insights into existing practices or behaviors that have not been sufficiently addressed to date? 

5. Based on your reading and on your observations, what specific, concrete recommendations would you make to those involved in HIV-related activities in your area so that they might improve their work?

A total of 196 completed questionnaires were submitted by 2005 jurors, most of them anonymously. Jury sizes varied, generally as a function of the number of scenarios received in a given country.

Benin: 


11 completed questionnaires


Burkina Faso: 

36


Cape Verde:

3


Guinea Bissau:

4


Kenya:


7


Madagascar:

30


Mali:


10


Mozambique:

6


Namibia:

12


Nigeria:

8


Senegal:

18


Swaziland:

11


Switzerland:

5 (jury made up of Africans and Swiss nationals)


Tanzania:

9


Togo:


24


Zambia:

2

The present document is a summary of the observations and recommendations of those 196 jurors as they pertain to the following topic areas:

p. 4:
 A. General impressions of the content of the participants’ entries
p. 5:
B. Participants’ perspectives on the spread of HIV in their communities and of individuals’ risk of infection


p. 17:
 C. Participants’ mastery of essential bio-medical facts relating to HIV infection

p. 22:
D. Participants’ views on people living with HIV/AIDS: understanding, support and hope vs. discrimination, rejection and despair


p. 27:
 E. Participants’ perspectives on prevention, including VCT
The jurors’ observations and recommendations (p. 31) are presented here mostly in their own words, by means of representative quotes from the jurors’ completed questionnaires.
This document is being distributed to the hundreds of members of Scenarios from Africa contest and selection teams, as well as to the broader stop-AIDS community in Africa, in the hope that the jurors’ observations and recommendations might prove useful in taking a critical look at HIV-related work carried out to date and in highlighting some key areas in which we collectively must improve in future activities.
In addition, these observations and recommendations will serve to inform and guide various components of the Scenarios from Africa process in 2006/7:
· Adaptation of winning scripts of the 2005 contest before they are turned into films by leading African directors.

· Creation of the Discussion Guide that will accompany the new collection of films.

· Formulation of the List of Suggested Topics that will appear on the official leaflet for the 2007 Scenarios from Africa contest (5th Edition).

· Development of future evaluative tools for the Scenarios process.
_____________________________



A. Jurors’ general impressions of the content of the participants’ entries
Overwhelmingly (by a ratio of five to one), jurors who commented on their overall impressions of the content of the scenarios they had read expressed favorable impressions. 
Positive general assessments were expressed from five different angles:

1. The young authors demonstrated that they have a solid mastery of basic facts, especially as they pertain to the modes of transmission and the means of prevention.

2. The authors’ high level of understanding came as a positive surprise to the jurors.


3. Particularly striking are high knowledge levels among very young participants.


4. The 2005 scenarios show improvement since the last contest (2002)
5. The scenarios attest to the fact that the national response to HIV is yielding positive results.


Negative overall assessments were voiced by jurors from just three countries: Madagascar (where this negative sentiment was most pronounced), Tanzania and Mozambique.




B. Participants’ perspectives on the spread of HIV in their communities and of individuals’ risk of infection

Almost all of the 196 questionnaires contain juror observations/recommendations on the young participants’ perspectives on the spread of HIV in their communities or on individuals’ risk of infection. The jurors’ comments fell into the following topic areas:

B1. Myths and misinformation

B2. “Risk groups”

B3. Women as most vulnerable and most responsible for the spread of HIV

B4. Poverty as a primary factor of vulnerability
B5. Risky behaviors

B6. Risky traditional practices
B1. Myths and misinformation
Ever since the beginning of the epidemic, those involved in raising awareness on HIV across the continent have frequently been confronted with the complex task of countering unhelpful myths, age-old traditional beliefs, and firmly entrenched, widespread interpretations founded on misinformation. This tenacious phenomenon was highlighted on roughly 10% of the questionnaires, by jurors from all across Africa.
It is not uncommon to encounter young people who are able to recite correctly the ways in which HIV is spread and how transmission can be prevented, only to conclude their comments with: “But all that doesn’t matter, because AIDS doesn’t exist.” Others may agree that HIV is out there in the world, but surely not where they live.


The belief that witchcraft is to blame for the fate of those affected by HIV/AIDS persists. 



The view that HIV/AIDS is but an invention to keep African birth rates down has been a common theme in stories submitted in all Scenarios from Africa contests since 1997. 



According to 2005 jurors, a new and troubling phenomenon has appeared on the scene since the previous contest in 2002: Some youths are openly questioning the credibility of those involved in the response to HIV, as the latter are viewed increasingly as people who are simply out to make lots of money. As a result, the seriousness or even the existence of HIV/AIDS is being challenged.



B2. “Risk groups”
All over the globe, efforts to respond effectively to HIV continue to be hindered by a focus on “risk groups” rather than on behaviors that put an individual at risk of infection. The 2005 Scenarios from Africa jurors reported that that unfortunate phenomenon is alive and well across the continent.
According to the jurors, participants in the 2005 contest cite the following groups of people as being most vulnerable to/responsible for HIV infection (listed from most to least frequently mentioned by the jurors): 

a. Women (to be addressed in detail in section B3 below)
b. The poor (to be addressed in detail in section B4 below)
c. Foreigners, (im)migrants, and those who travel a lot
d. Commercial sex workers

e. “Anybody, just not me”
f. The rich 
g. City dwellers
c. Foreigners, (im)migrants, and those who travel a lot
Through their stories, many young participants in the 2005 Scenarios from Africa contest expressed the belief that those most responsible for the spread of HIV in their country are people from elsewhere or those who have spent time abroad.  Cited by jurors in all regions of the continent, this phenomenon stood out by far most prominently on the questionnaires submitted by jurors in Senegal. 





d. Commercial sex workers 
Often linking transactional sex with the pressures of poverty (section B4 below) and other factors contributing to women’s vulnerability (section B3 below), many young authors condemn commercial sex workers as playing a central (even the central) role in the spread of HIV. 



It is striking to note that the young authors, males and females alike, almost invariably point their accusing finger at the commercial sex workers and not at all at their customers.
e. “Anybody, just not me”
When it comes to personal risk of infection, the jurors detected the fact that denial permeates the young authors’ creative works. 



f. The rich 
When relative material wealth was mentioned as a factor contributing to the spread of HIV in the community or to individuals’ risk of infection, the young authors generally focused their attention on the poor. However, jurors report that a significant number of contest participants also wrote about wealthy individuals, though not always in the same manner.

For some young authors, being rich means being more likely to be infected. 



Other jurors came to the opposite conclusion. In the scenarios they read, wealthy people were portrayed as being safe from infection.



g. City dwellers
Jurors in 2005 observed that young people speak of HIV/AIDS as an urban phenomenon. In those cases where HIV is present in a rural setting in stories written by contest participants, in all likelihood the virus was introduced by someone who has come from a city.




B3. Women as most vulnerable and most responsible for the spread of HIV

Members of the 2005 juries reported that the young people’s scenarios depict women as being both more vulnerable to HIV infection and also more responsible for the spread of HIV than are men. 



When the young authors provide insights into the reasons why they believe women are more vulnerable and more responsible for HIV transmission, they often emphasize economic vulnerability due to poverty (discussed in greater detail in B4 below) and prostitution (addressed in B2 above), often but not always asserting a cause-and-effect relationship between those two phenomena (and practically never expressing understanding or compassion for a commercial sex worker, regardless of the woman’s motivation). Another reason cited by the young authors is what they describe as females’ “general weakness” and inability to stand up to pressure.







Finally, girls and women are blamed for the spread of HIV because of their beauty and their “provocative manner”.



B4. Poverty as a primary factor of vulnerability
The most significant difference between Scenarios  jurors’ observations in 1997, 2000 and 2002, on the one hand, and those of 2005 on the other, is the prominent mention of poverty as a primary factor of vulnerability in the 2005 contest entries. In all countries of the contest, poverty emerged for the first time as a central preoccupation of the young participants.

The 2005 jurors noted that young people seem to have a clear understanding of the fundamental fact that poverty can dramatically increase one’s vulnerability to HIV infection and fuel the epidemic.



Jurors reported that young people frequently wrote of situations in which individuals were fully informed of the facts of HIV/AIDS, yet still engaged in risky behaviors because of poverty.


According to jurors, young authors frequently wrote of situations in which poverty was a stronger force than personal intentions to stay safe in the face of the epidemic.

While many jurors were pleased that young people identify a connection between poverty and the spread of HIV, other jurors feel that that link is sometimes dangerously overstated, resulting in insufficient attention being paid to other factors that contribute to vulnerability. Some jurors fear that excessive emphasis on the phenomenon can even create a situation whereby poverty-induced risk taking is considered to be inevitable. 




B5. Risky behaviors
The 2005 Scenarios from Africa jurors reported that the young people’s stories are a window onto what is actually happening in everyday life. Though in their vast majority presumed to be fictional, the scenarios are an expression of what young people are experiencing and observing around them. 


The scenarios reveal that young people are not merely observing events; many are taking a highly and openly critical stance, not shying away from denouncing behaviors that they feel are contributing to the spread of HIV in their communities.



The jurors came to the overall conclusion that the young participants generally have a sound understanding of risky behaviors and other factors contributing to the spread of HIV. In addition, it is clear that young people are cognizant of their own special vulnerability as a group.



The young authors wrote about a wide range of risky behaviors, but three (in addition to prostitution, discussed in B2d above) were mentioned with far greater frequency than any others: having multiple partners; girls having sex with much older men; and rape/sexual abuse.

According to the jurors, the young contest participants’ scenarios were replete with stories of people who put themselves at risk by having multiple sexual partners. It is important to note that when the young authors refer to one who has multiple partners (in the French texts, the reference is generally to “le multipartenariat” or “le vagabondage”), as a rule they are not referring to commercial sex workers who identify themselves as such.
Jurors expressed satisfaction over the fact that the dangers of having multiple partners or frequently changing partners appear to be clearly understood.



It was observed that having multiple partners is often identified as the single most important cause of HIV infection, and that this level of emphasis on the phenomenon might have a harmful effect on efforts to counter stigma, rejection and discrimination.


Girls having sex with older men was another of the dangerous behaviors most commonly depicted in young people’s stories. As in scenarios focusing on young women who have multiple partners, the “sugar daddy” phenomenon was often discussed in connection with poverty.

However, many stories also spoke of girls who were involved with “sugar daddies” not to cover their basic needs, but rather so as to have items such as mobile phones, designer clothes, etc.


In the stories, young men are often rejected as romantic partners by their female age-mates due to the fact that they can’t offer the material things that “sugar daddies” can and do. Young male authors frequently express their frustration and condemn the young women’s actions.

However, jurors noted that they were pleased to come across some stories in which young girls, even some who found themselves in a situation of abject poverty, courageously declined “sugar daddies’” offers.

In stories involving “sugar daddies”, parental involvement (or even the presence of parents) was generally not mentioned at all. In those stories where the girls’ parents do appear, the latter generally turn a blind eye to the girls’ income-generating activity with the “sugar daddy”. On occasion, the stories depicted parents (especially mothers) who actively encourage their daughter to “seize the opportunity” and to accept the “sugar daddy’s” gifts. Unfortunately, stories are rare in which a girl’s parents actively take steps to put an end to “sugar daddies’” activities or to their own daughter’s involvement with one.
***
In addition to the phenomena of having multiple partners and young girls having sex with older men, the authors also placed strong emphasis on a third dangerous behavior: rape/sexual abuse.
Sexual abuse by employers, other persons of authority, and even by family members (especially by uncles) is the focus of large numbers of scenarios all across the continent. In many of those stories, forms of coercion other than physical violence are exerted on the girls, in particular economic coercion. Most commonly, economic coercion takes the form of threats not to hire a girl or to fire her if she refuses sex. 



In addition, an alarming number of scenarios – far more than in past editions of the Scenarios  contest -- relate stories of violent rape. 


In the young people’s stories about rape, there is almost never mention of the girl seeking out or being provided with the necessary medical and psychological help, nor of the pursuit and punishment of the rapist(s).
B6. Risky traditional practices

Ever since the first Scenarios from the Sahel contest in 1997, young participants in all contest countries have always been highly critical of traditional practices that can put people at risk of HIV infection. The 2005 Scenarios from Africa contest was no different.



Three traditional practices came in for especially strong criticism in the 2005 scenarios: wife inheritance, female genital mutilation (referred to as “excision” by the authors), and forced marriage. 

The dangers inherent in the practice of wife inheritance are highlighted in 2005 stories from across Africa. Rather than viewing wife inheritance as one’s inevitable fate, many young authors tell tales of heroines and heroes who do not give in when under pressure from traditional forces.



Jurors made similar observations with regard to forced marriage and female genital mutilation: young people are well aware of the dangers and (at least in their stories) are prepared to actively oppose those practices.
Another traditional practice was emphasized in the observations of a majority of jurors in Madagascar, yet not mentioned at all by jurors in any other country: the tradition of “blood brothers” or “blood pacts”.
C. Participants’ mastery of essential bio-medical facts relating to HIV infection
Juror observations on essential bio-medical facts fell into three main areas:

1. Transmission of HIV

2. Asymptomatic seropositivity / the speed of the progression of HIV/AIDS in the body

3. ARV treatments

1. Transmission of HIV

Regarding HIV transmission, the most commonly expressed observation by the 2005 Scenarios from Africa jurors was that the young authors had a good grip on the basic facts.



When it comes to sexual transmission, jurors applauded the fact that young people are generally very well informed. However, jurors in several countries pointed out that many young people believe that HIV transmission is automatic any time one has unprotected sex with an infected person. 




Jurors highlighted a similar problem pertaining to mother-to-child transmission: many young authors believe that a mother living with HIV is certain to infect her child.


The jurors’ most widely expressed concern in the area of HIV transmission was that many young authors place excessive (or even exclusive) emphasis on sexual transmission and neglect or even completely forget about other modes of transmission.







2. Asymptomatic seropositivity, the speed of the progression of HIV/AIDS in the body

It is disheartening to note that more than twenty years into the epidemic, many young people still do not have even a basic understanding of the phases and speed of the progression of HIV/AIDS in the body. This problem was noted by jurors in all of the reporting countries; it was emphasized as a serious shortcoming by 108 of the 196 jurors who submitted questionnaires containing their observations on the content of the 2005 contest participants’ texts.





Many young people draw no distinction at all between living asymptomatically with HIV and living with AIDS.




Jurors expressed alarm that so many of the 2005 scenarios equate HIV infection with certain death in an extremely short time period.


Several jurors observed a connection between the young authors’ belief that HIV infection leads to swift, sure death and the idea that people living with HIV have no future and no reason to hope and to dream.





Members of the 2005 selection committees came across a number of stories that ended in the suicide of a person living with HIV.

In short, jurors remarked that the 2005 scenarios were sadly lacking in examples of living positively with HIV.



3. ARV treatments
The 2005 Scenarios from Africa jurors observed that awareness among young people of the existence of anti-retroviral medications is on the rise, as well as a general understanding among participants in some countries that ARVs can extend the life of a person living with HIV/AIDS.


However, jurors across the continent expressed concern that the young authors have merely cursory knowledge of ARVs and that they are not well-informed of key fundamental facts.



Jurors drew particular attention to the widespread misconception that everyone who is HIV positive should be put on ARVs right away.



It is disturbing to note that in two countries, Benin and Burkina Faso, jurors expressed alarm over the fact that some young authors evidently believe that ARVs are a cure for HIV/AIDS.



D. Participants’ views on people living with HIV/AIDS: understanding, support and hope vs. discrimination, rejection and despair

Some members of the 2005 Scenarios from Africa juries observed by and large favorable attitudes toward people living with HIV/AIDS in the contest participants’ stories; others came to the opposite conclusion. However, it is clear that even those young authors with generally healthy attitudes about PLWHA continue to think of them as a group unto themselves. People living with the virus are depicted as separate and not belonging to “us”. Persistent barriers divide the community at large (presumed to be HIV negative) on the one hand, and those who live with the virus on the other. 

Extremely rare are stories of “normal”, integrated, respected members of the family and the community who become infected by doing “normal” things, such as having a heartfelt intimate relationship with a “normal”, local, “good” person who attends the same school. The young people’s scenarios indicate that behind almost every infection is someone who is different and/or something that is reprehensible.

1. Favorable perspectives on people living with HIV/AIDS

Many jurors reported that they detected generally healthy attitudes toward people living with HIV in the contest entries.





Other jurors were pleased to note positive trends toward ever-more favorable attitudes regarding people living with HIV.





Jurors observed that many young authors demonstrated an understanding of the need to provide one’s personal affection and moral support to those who live with HIV.



In addition, the concept of family and community support for PLWHA was highlighted in many scenarios.



2. Unfavorable perspectives on people living with HIV/AIDS


In marked contrast to those jurors who detected generally favorable attitudes toward people living with HIV/AIDS in the young people’s stories, and marginally more numerous, were members of the selection committees who arrived at the conclusion that unfavorable attitudes toward PLWHA predominate.




Overwhelmingly, the 2005 contest entries reveal that the primary cause of stigma, discrimination and rejection of people living with HIV and AIDS is not fear of infection (discussed briefly later on), but rather moralization. 



In particular, the jurors discovered that HIV infection is portrayed as the direct result of immoral sexual behavior. 
This observation can be linked with other widespread findings of the jurors, discussed in previous sections of this document:
· Many young authors place excessive (or even exclusive) emphasis on sexual transmission and neglect or even completely forget about other modes of transmission (section C1).
· Many young authors condemn prostitutes as playing a central (even the central) role in the spread of HIV (section B2d).
· It was observed that having multiple partners is often identified as the single most important cause of HIV infection (section B5).



Appearing hand-in-hand with the mindset that HIV infection is a consequence of ‘morally reprehensible’ behavior is the concept of shame. Numerous stories portray HIV/AIDS as something which inevitably brings shame to the infected individual and to her/his family.



Jurors were alarmed to note that many scenarios speak of PLWHA who deserve to be infected because they have engaged in ‘immoral’ acts.




Jurors observed that this line of thought (HIV infection = the deserved fate of one who has been ‘immoral’) is taken a step further by some young authors, who portray HIV infection as a just punishment (even a divine one) for ‘reprehensible’ behavior.



Fear was highlighted as a key factor behind stigma, rejection and discrimination by relatively few jurors. When fear was mentioned, it was generally depicted as something which persists in remote rural areas, where basic information on HIV/AIDS might still be lacking.


Furthermore, it is probably safe to assume that fear-induced stigma could well be present among some people who equate AIDS with death, or HIV infection with imminent death (section C2 above).
Finally, jurors across the continent observed with alarm that a great many stories depict people living with HIV/AIDS as vengeful individuals who are out to intentionally infect as many others as possible. This depiction of PLWHA fuels stigma, rejection and discrimination.



E. Participants’ perspectives on prevention, including VCT
In their written observations, the 2005 Scenarios from Africa jurors made but sparse mention of strengths or shortcomings in the authors’ understanding and perspectives of abstinence, being faithful and/or using condoms. Other topic areas covered in this present document were of far greater significance in the eyes of the jurors. However, two trends can be identified in the 2005 jurors’ comments:
1. Jurors found that participants were, in general, well-versed in the means of preventing sexual transmission of HIV. 



2. The jurors discovered that young people place a great deal of emphasis on protection by using condoms and that abstinence and being faithful are far less frequently advocated as means of prevention in the authors’ stories. The jurors differ in their appreciation of that fact.











Voluntary counseling and testing (VCT)

The 2005 Scenarios from Africa jurors generally expressed great satisfaction over the near omnipresence of VCT in the young authors’ scenarios, as well as the latter’s understanding of the importance – often expressed by the authors as the necessity – of being testing for HIV. VCT was written with particularly high frequency into the stories of young people in Burkina Faso, Togo and Senegal.



The 2005 scenarios reveal not only that young people are increasingly well-informed about VCT, but also that reticence and fear to get tested may be on the decline.




Though to a significantly lesser extent than previous Scenarios juries, some members the 2005 selection committees pointed out that there are still young people who maintain that it is possible to identify a person living with HIV/AIDS just by looking at her/him.


Fortunately, far more 2005 jurors made the opposite observation, namely that the contest participants understand that the only way to know one’s status is to get tested for HIV.

In 2002, Scenarios from Africa jurors were pleased to note that many contest participants highlighted the importance of being testing before HIV before getting married. In 2005, that phenomenon has become much more commonplace in young people’s scenarios. For many of them, it seems that the HIV test is a natural, integral part of getting married. 



One final positive observation regarding the contest participants’ views on VCT is that many young people are cognisant of the central role of HIV testing in prevention efforts. 



Jurors point out that there is still work to be done when it comes to ensuring that young people have a solid grip on key facts relative to HIV testing. Of greatest concern to the jurors is that many participants do not have a good sense of the appropriate timing of getting tested for HIV. Many young people think that one should get testing immediately after possible exposure to HIV. Others assert that getting tested is something that is done when one falls ill with what they view as “likely” symptoms, or in the event of pregnancy.





And finally, jurors expressed concern that the confidentiality of test results is often not respected in the young people’s scenarios.


***
5. Jurors’ recommendations for future action

After reading and discussing the creative works of over 63,000 young Africans, the 2005 Scenarios from Africa jurors were asked the following open question:
“Based on your reading and on your observations, what specific, concrete recommendations would you make to those involved in HIV-related activities in your area so that they might improve their work?”
One hundred ninety-six jurors in sixteen countries formulated their recommendations for future action, highlighting a myriad of AIDS-related issues. The following are the recommendations that the jurors made most often, listed in descending order of frequency of mention. 
1st priority:  Place particular emphasis on the reduction of stigma, rejection and discrimination of people living with HIV/AIDS.

2nd: Given that the young authors generally have a good grasp of the basic facts of HIV transmission and prevention, it is essential to arm them with the life skills and develop the character traits they need to protect themselves.

3rd: Ensure that young people understand the nature and duration of the different stages of HIV/AIDS in the body, the fact that living with HIV and living with AIDS aren’t the same, and that HIV infection must not be equated with imminent death.
4th: Provide young people with accurate information on anti-retroviral medications.

5th: Increase youth involvement in the response to HIV/AIDS.

6th: Help young people gain a better understanding of voluntary counselling and testing (VCT).
7th: Expand awareness-raising campaigns and other HIV-related services in rural areas.
8th: Integrate or reinforce HIV educational programs in schools.

9th: Overcome poverty as one component of HIV vulnerability reduction.
(Many jurors also made recommendations on how to improve the Scenarios from Africa process. Those recommendations will be addressed in other project documents.)
***

1st priority: Place particular emphasis on the reduction of stigma, rejection and discrimination of people living with HIV/AIDS.

(Jurors’ observations on this topic can be found in section D2 above, p. 22.)

Far and away, this was the 2005 jurors’ most commonly mentioned recommendation. 



In their observations, the jurors highlighted the central role of moralization in fueling the stigma, rejection and discrimination of people living with HIV/AIDS. In their recommendations, jurors suggest that we counter moralization of the epidemic with the humanization of people who live with the virus. 
Don’t moralize. Humanize.



Indeed, jurors expressed specific recommendations as to how the media can play a more effective role in responding to the epidemic and as to how specific multi-media campaigns must be improved.


In their recommendations, jurors underscored the many benefits of reducing stigma, discrimination and rejection of PLWHA, placing special emphasis on the fact that that allows PLWHA to live better, longer, more productive lives; it helps reduce the spread of HIV; and it makes it easier to encourage people to get tested.



More than any other approach, jurors cited the increased involvement and visibility of people living with HIV/AIDS as the most effective way to counter stigma, discrimination and rejection.



2nd priority: Given that the young authors generally have a good grasp of the basic facts of HIV transmission and prevention, it is essential to arm them with the life skills and develop the character traits they need to protect themselves.

(Relevant juror observations can be found in section 2E above, “What’s Missing?”, p. 28.)





Jurors’ recommendations reveal that they feel that women and girls should be given priority attention when it comes to the provision of life skills training. Several jurors singled out sexual negotiation skills as being particularly important.



3rd priority: Ensure that young people understand the nature and duration of the different stages of HIV/AIDS in the body, the fact that living asymptomatically with HIV and living with AIDS aren’t the same, and that HIV infection must not be equated with imminent death. 
(Jurors’ detailed observations on this point, including specific technical facts that remain unclear in the minds of many contest participants, are set forth in point C2 above, p. 19.)

It seems that getting those facts across should be so simple. On the surface, they appear to be easy to express succinctly, without ambiguity, and in uncomplicated terms. Jurors point out, however, that we have failed to successfully inform a great many youths all across the African continent of these key facts relating to HIV/AIDS. And we’ve been trying for over two decades!
Some jurors feel that we haven’t been trying hard enough, and that we must place greater emphasis on getting those facts across. Could it be that we have been too often satisfied with ourselves if we have taught people about the main modes of transmission and the ABCs of prevention, and stopped there? Others jurors feel that we must rethink our approach and develop new, creative ways of delivering the information.


4th priority: Provide young people with accurate information on anti-retroviral medications.
(Juror observations on this point are discussed in section C3 above, p. 21.)


Alongside messages that can foster hope for people living with HIV, jurors feel that it is important to state clearly the negatives associated with ARVs: their limitations, the associated difficulties…



Jurors also recommend that it be made clear to young people that one isn’t automatically put on ARVs as soon as one tests positive, and that not every HIV positive person needs to be on ARVs.
In addition, jurors would like to see more attention paid to explaining the crucial importance of taking one’s ARVs regularly and correctly.



One of the main reasons why jurors recommend that more and better information on ARVs be provided to the public is that that information is likely to increase interest in HIV testing.

5th priority: Increase youth involvement in the response to HIV/AIDS.

Jurors recommend that we do a better job of listening to young people when it comes to HIV-related matters that affect them, that youths be more involved and more fully integrated into relevant programs, and that they have greater decision-making powers and responsibilities.



Furthermore, jurors feel that it is important to provide more training to young people so that they may take the response to HIV into their own hands. Many jurors recommend that peer education programs be reinforced.

6th priority: Help young people gain a better understanding of voluntary counselling and  testing (VCT).
(Juror observations on VCT are covered in section E above, p. 29.)
With a view to reducing fear about the test and to encourage more people to get tested, 2005 jurors recommend that more efforts be undertaken to highlight the importance and the advantages of VCT.



In addition, people should be better informed about the cost of the test in their area, where precisely the test is available, how the VCT process unfolds, and when one should considerer getting tested.


7th priority: Expand awareness-raising campaigns and other HIV-related services in rural areas.




Jurors drew attention to the fact that the rural environment serves up particular challenges and has its own specific needs regarding the response to HIV/AIDS; “business as usual” is unlikely to be the best approach.




8th priority: Integrate or reinforce HIV educational programs in schools.

Jurors recommend that teachers receive extensive training on HIV/AIDS, and that that topic be integrated throughout school curricula. Special attention should be paid to the teaching of life skills in schools.


9th priority: Overcome poverty as one component of HIV vulnerability reduction.

(Juror observations relative to poverty are discussed in B4 above, p. 11.)



Jurors took one of two approaches as they formulated recommendations for reducing poverty-based vulnerability to HIV. One group focused on helping the poor, especially poor females, to adopt the attitudes necessary to avoid HIV-related risks often encountered by those living in material poverty.


Other jurors emphasized poverty alleviation as an important element in the response to HIV.





***

“Empowerment for the disadvantaged female group through skill acquisition and small credit facility could reduce the use of sex for material empowerment.”


A member of the national jury in Nigeria





“Poverty need not be a factor in the spread of HIV. It’s better to live in poverty yet in dignity.”


A young HIV-positive woman, member of the national jury in Burkina Faso





“We must devote a lot more attention to the prevention of prostitution.”


A member of the Togolese national jury





“Fighting AIDS isn’t just about informing people about HIV and AIDS. It has more to do with the practical side of things, i.e. the social factors that push people into exposing themselves to HIV, for example: the household financial problems that push women (mother and/or daughter) into prostitution.”


A member of the national jury in Madagascar





“Step up awareness-raising activities in schools, stressing life skills above all. Train teachers and professors on STIs/HIV/AIDS in particular and reproductive health in general so that they can teach their pupils.”


Abdoulaye Konaté of Africa Consultants International, a member of the Senegalese national jury





“The Ministry of Education should reinforce its training activities for teachers and students on life skills related to HIV, poverty, drugs.”


A member of the national jury in Cape Verde





“Opinion leaders in the rural communities of Nigeria should be enlightened more about the dangers inherent in certain cultural practices as they relate to the spread of HIV/AIDS. Such practices should be stopped or modified.”


A member of the Nigerian national jury








“Especially in rural areas, emphasis should be placed on life skills.”





“Rural areas must be much better integrated into the response to HIV, and we’ve got to find effective ways to set up centers for VCT and for PLWHA support and care as a means to reduce poverty.”





Members of the national jury in Burkina Faso











“Devise new strategies to get more information to the young people in rural areas.”


A member of the national jury in Swaziland





“Rural communities are often forgotten when it comes to awareness-raising activities, even though people from cities go there all the time.”





“The stop-AIDS community should finally stop and think about all those rural youths who are victims of being under-informed and of being exposed to certain risky practices.”





Members of the Togolese national jury





“Rural-based communities should be empowered to contribute to the fight against HIV/AIDS within their areas.”





“Make sure HIV campaigns reach the whole country, even in the villages.”





Members of the Tanzanian national jury





“I think that the most important thing is to disseminate information to the entire population, not just to those who are easy to reach. That is to say, we must do better at raising awareness in the most remote villages of the country.”


A member of the Senegalese national jury





“People should be encouraged to know their status while they are in good health so that they may look after themselves and live longer.”


A member of the national jury in Swaziland





“Place special emphasis on HIV testing and on the concrete advantages of taking that difficult step.”


A member of the national jury in Madagascar





“Importance of VCT should be clearly outlined for the communities at large.”


A member of the Kenyan national jury





“Emphasize training of peer educators, because awareness raising of young people by young people is really starting to show results.”


A member of the Togolese national jury





“If we want to target young people, let the young people come up with the interventions in order to be effective. They have many ideas that adults are not creative enough to explore, and if used they can make the necessary impact.”


A member of the national jury in Swaziland





“Give young people the floor and listen to them, so that we can learn about their concerns and their needs and then respond accordingly.”


A member of the national jury in Senegal





“Above all, we’ve got to listen to young people more often. They’re the ones who have the best ideas for fighting HIV among youths.”


A member of the national jury in Madagascar





“Increasingly emphasize treatment and care options (especially access to ARVs) so as to encourage people to get tested.”


A member of the Togolese national jury





“Clarify the objective of taking ARVs regularly, at specific times.”





“Stress that one must take ARVs all one’s life, without interruption.”





Members of the national jury in Togo








“ARVs management and adherence have to be emphasized.”


A member of the national jury in Kenya





“It is important to inform young people that HIV/AIDS cannot be cured (one still has to protect oneself), and that it is possible to live a long life in dignity (as long as one sticks to strict stipulations when taking ARVs).”


A member of the national jury in Switzerland, where the contest was carried out among African immigrants





“Make sure that people stay vigilant, because the existence of ARVs doesn’t mean you should stop protecting yourself. ARVs don’t cure AIDS!”


A member of the national jury in Burkina Faso





“Avoid sending the message that once you’re HIV positive you have a right to ARVs, and the problem is solved. Access to ARVs is still a fight, and taking ARVs involves things that can be extremely hard to bear.”


A person living with HIV, member of the national jury in Burkina Faso





“With the arrival of anti-retrovirals on the scene, we must carry out campaigns on the availability of these treatments and their effectiveness, obviously in harmony with changes in their actual availability in each country.”


Dr. Christina N’Tchougan-Sonou, head of partner organization Projet Equipe, member of the national jury in Benin











“Ensure that scholars have correct facts rather than acting on assumptions: ARVs, neviripine… all these should me made clear, their functions…”


A member of the Namibian national jury





“Adjust strategies for informing people about the incubation period and the phases of living with HIV up to living with AIDS, because it’s not well understood.”


A member of the national jury in Madagascar





“We must reinforce efforts to provide information on the various stages of HIV/AIDS. This would allow us, for example, to explain more clearly the importance of HIV testing.”


A member of the national jury in Burkina Faso





“Find effective ways to help poor girls become aware of the fact that they can make their way in life without giving in to rich guys who abuse them.”


A member of the Togolese national jury





“Women and girls should learn to rise above situations and refuse to have unprotected sex. Men get what they want and infect them with HIV.”


A member of the national jury in Swaziland





“Females should be exposed more on the need to be more assertive and firm in their decisions as regards sexual relationships.”


A member of the Nigerian national jury





“In light of the fact that the youths are now sufficiently informed about HIV, we have to place greater emphasis on developing behaviors that protect one when faced with risk. That is to say, the reflexes to develop in the face of AIDS; the reflexes to protect oneself and one’s partner or partners.”


Kombert Quenum, actor and specialist in lip-synch dubbing of films (including Scenarios films) into local languages, member of the Benin national jury








“We’ve got to see to it that the acquired knowledge leads to behavior change. A lot of people have been ‘convinced’ without being ‘converted’. Our young people need various kinds of support – moral, physical, material and even spiritual – so they can stand firm on their convictions.”


A member of the national jury in Madagascar





“The scripts have shown that people have enough HIV education but the given education is not transformative.”


A member of the national jury in Tanzania





“Many people know all of the methods for preventing AIDS and can recite them by heart. It’s one thing to have knowledge and quite another to apply it. We’ve got to make sure that young people fully recognize the dangers they face, and that they have the strength to apply their knowledge so that they don’t expose themselves to HIV.”


Laure Sawadogo, popular radio host and co-star of the Scenarios from Africa film “No Time to Drop Your Guard”, member of the national jury in Burkina Faso








“Design more strategies that will help pupils change their behavior, because basic facts seem to be clearly known.”


A member of the national jury in Swaziland





“The involvement of PLWHA must be a priority in strategic plans in the fight against HIV/AIDS. This would allow PLWHA to share with the rest of society their experiences, the pressures they feel, their fears, but also and above all the hope that  the fight against AIDS gives them. When people living with HIV speak out, it’s like a mirror in which medical personnel can see themselves and then correct their shortcomings, and it’s like glasses that help society to improve its vision.”


A woman living with HIV, member of the national jury in Benin





“PLWHAs should be used for advocacy, as they give a human face to HIV.”


A member of the Kenyan national jury





“So many scenarios revolve around the despair of PLWHA. That being the case, our stop-AIDS community must enlighten people so that they view AIDS just like any other disease and so that they care for those who are affected. If we forge ahead from that starting point, the fear that now exists in young people’s minds will fade away, and they’ll become more interested in getting tested for HIV.”


A member of the national jury in Togo





“People should be enlightened more on the dangers of stigmatizing the PLWHAs as it affects their productivity and also increases the spread of HIV.”


A member of the Nigerian national jury





« We need to change the slogan ‘SIDA MATA’ (AIDS kills). One, because young people know that AIDS kills, and not much else. Two, because people prefer not to get tested if death seems so imminent. Three, this slogan is very discriminatory of PLWHA. I spoke to HIV patients and they feel that people are afraid of them. The slogan should stress protection, testing and treatment. Saying that there is treatment will encourage people to get tested, instead of just telling them they’re going to die.”


A member of the national jury in Cape Verde





“Give the media info from the PLW’s perspectives. Most of the info out there is that economically HIV is draining, politically it’s an issue not to talk about, socially there’s victimization, stigmatization and thus the media reports this.”


A member of the national jury in Kenya














“Media should also help in fighting down stigma and discrimination by giving HIV/AIDS a human face, thus using non-discriminatory language in reporting on HIV/AIDS issues.”


A member of the Kenyan national jury





“We must continue the work that consists of “humanizing” AIDS by delivering true information to all corners of the country. Destigmatization, full steam ahead!”


Abdoul-Razakh Cissé, student of pharmaceutical medicine, winner of the 2002 contest, co-author of the film The Champions, member of the national jury in Burkina Faso





“Numerous false ideas lead to the outcast of the infected persons; these should be constantly fought or dealt with like a dog deals with a bone.”


John Koko, member of the national jury in Switzerland, where the contest was carried out among African immigrants





“Develop new approaches that go beyond basic HIV information and that bring communities together to have in-depth discussions on the fundamental aspects of the epidemic in their area, so that they might arrive at a more complex understanding of HIV/AIDS. This would open the door to enhanced individual and collective awareness and would lead to greater community acceptance, care and support of PLWHA.”


Virginie Kantoussan, member of the Senegalese national jury





“Intense mobilization and sensitization should be done to eradicate stigma and discrimination in the society.”


A member of the Kenyan national jury











“The scenarios show us that we still have a lot of work to do with our young people. We must carefully study all of the scenarios and draw lessons so that we may define new strategies. I’m talking about more effective strategies that take into account the shortcomings revealed in the youths’ scenarios.”





A member of the national jury in Senegal





“Knowing how to say no and how to negotiate condom use are almost completely left out.”


A member of the national jury in Togo





“Our HIV/AIDS campaigns do not empower women enough to avoid unprotected sex.”


A member of the Tanzanian national jury





“The issue of assertiveness is still not vigorous enough to assist women in taking a stand.”


A member of the national jury in Swaziland





“Certain behaviors were not sufficiently addressed in the scenarios, for example:


*self control, standing firm in the face of seduction and outside influence;


*self esteem of girls and boys in the face of certain situations;


*the negotiation of alternatives in the face of offers of drugs, alcohol and when faced with sexual violence.”


A member of the national jury in Cape Verde





WHAT’S MISSING?





Jurors noted that while young people master the facts on available means of preventing HIV transmission, they do not necessarily have the life skills one needs to successfully apply that knowledge.
























































“The idea of abstinence for moral and/or personal reasons isn’t mentioned very often. We don’t want the fight against HIV to become moralistic, but there is a place in discussions about HIV for the concept of the benefits of chastity, which can be found in all of the world’s religions.”


Dr. Christina N’Tchougan-Sonou, head of partner organization Projet Equipe, member of the national jury in Benin





“There was no mention of STDs in the 115 stories that I read, nor any mention of how STDs increase susceptibility to HIV infection.”


A member of the national jury in Cape Verde





“They seem not to be aware at all of the link between STIs and HIV/AIDS.”


A member of the national jury in Burkina Faso





HIV transmission: WHAT’S MISSING?





When it comes to the transmission of HIV, jurors noted a worrying lack of mention of the relationship between other sexually transmitted infections and HIV.





“Children and youths did not mention homosexuals often, and when they did it was in a discriminatory way.”


A member of the Namibian national jury





“Homosexuality, especially among males, is practically never talked about in the scenarios.”


J. C. Coly, member of the national jury in Senegal





RISK GROUPS: WHAT’S MISSING?





Jurors noted a nearly complete absence in the young participants’ scenarios of any mention of people who have sex with others of the same gender. This stands in sharp contrast to the often widespread perspective in some other parts of the world that those involved in same-gender relationships are a primary “risk group” in the face of HIV.


























“I saw that the young authors wrote in a profound, intimate manner, telling of or adapting their own lives in their scenarios.”


A member of the national jury in Madagascar





“Scenarios from Africa is a good barometer, a way for us to evaluate the work that has been carried out by the stop-AIDS community to date. We still have a lot of work to do, across the board.”


Hamet Fall Diagne, filmmaker/producer, member of the national jury in Senegal as well as the international jury





“We’ve got to listen to young people like this more often, allow them to express themselves. It’s given us a chance to identify key areas that need improvement, errors in understanding that we must now address.”


A member of the national jury in Togo





“I am so amazed that young people have so much more information about HIV and sexuality than most adults think they have.”


A member of the Nigerian national jury





“The young people’s comprehension of the HIV/AIDS problem is amazing; I noticed a higher understanding than I expected.”


A member of the Zambian national jury





“We observe a very good level of knowledge of AIDS, in particular by the younger authors.” 


Adama Ouédraogo, international winner of the 2002 contest, member of the 2005 national jury in Burkina Faso





“I was impressed by the actual level of knowledge that kids aged 12 to 13 have of HIV.”


Simonella Domingos of partner organization Børnefonden, member of the 2005 national jury in Benin





“The community of the fight against AIDS is doing good work. [In the scenarios] young people talk about the importance and value of their lives. All of them place special emphasis on the importance of protecting themselves from the ravages that AIDS is causing in our society.”


Hyacinthe S. Kekey, member of the Togolese national jury





“The level of AIDS knowledge in Madagascar is still very low.”


A member of the Madagascar national jury





“There are still many myths and lots of misinformation. Young people do not have sufficient factual information on HIV.”


A member of the Tanzanian national jury





“They don’t know much about the current situation or how to confront the AIDS epidemic and other STIs.”





“They don’t know exactly what AIDS is or what precautions to take to prevent it.”





Members of the national jury in Mozambique





“Many still question the existence of HIV.”


Iama Sanha, member of the national jury in Guinea Bissau





“Many scenarios speak of the lack of belief of young people and of some others when it comes to AIDS. Having information about the disease does not at all mean that one believes in its existence in one’s country, and even less in one’s own milieu.”


A member of the national jury in Madagascar





“The young people believe that there are some viruses out there that are sent by evil spirits.”


A member of the national jury in Togo 





“There is a strong belief due to ignorance in some communities that there is no HIV/AIDS. If someone dies, witchcraft is suspected.”


A member of the national jury in Swaziland





“Some participants maintain that HIV is just an invention of westerners designed to prevent people from finding full enjoyment in making love and to procreate freely.”


A member of the Benin national jury who is living with HIV





“They think that whites created the disease to diminish the number of Africans, because this is a poor continent.”


A member of the national jury in Mozambique





“Some don’t believe that HIV/AIDS exists. They see it just as a way to get your hands on donor dollars. They say that the government alone invented it with one single objective in mind: to obtain funds.”


A member of the national jury in Madagascar





“In the eyes of some participants, AIDS is just something that whites invented so they can get rich.”


Wilfried Bonkongou of the Fondation Agnès Marie, a support structure for PLWHA, member of the national jury in Burkina Faso





“After having read 200 scenarios, we see that many young people believe that AIDS is just a way for those who head HIV organizations to get rich.”


A member of the Malian national jury





“Most stories have identified poverty as the major cause of HIV transmission. This tends to forget other underlying factors.”


A member of the Tanzanian national jury





“The authors inadvertently had the idea that if one is poor, they must use sex to improve their standard of living.”


A member of the national jury in Swaziland





“The notion of poverty goes hand in hand with HIV/AIDS, and many young people maintain that a ‘young, beautiful, poor girl’ is ‘obliged’ to engage in prostitution to survive. This notion of ‘obligation’ must be removed from young people’s minds, especially among young girls. Prostitution is a matter of choice and not of obligation.”


Miss Berthe Kaboré, student of sociology at the University of Ouagadougou, member of the Burkina Faso national jury





“Europe and whites in general are held responsible for HIV transmission in our country.”





“The idea that international migration and HIV transmission are closely linked is firmly entrenched in young people’s minds: immigrants are always viewed as potential carriers of the AIDS virus (such persons are returning either from Europe or from southern Africa).”





“Many emphasize the ‘tourist milieu’, forgetting that risk is everywhere.”





Members of the national jury in Senegal





 





“In the stories, HIV was disproportionately contracted from Africans from the continent or Europeans. Cape Verdeans need to be just as cautious with nationals.”


A member of the national jury in Cape Verde





“There’s too much emphasis still on truck drivers as the ones who spread the disease. We’re all concerned.”


A member of the Malian national jury





“Casting a spotlight on the return of Burkina Faso nationals from Côte d’Ivoire, the scenarios show that young people are highlighting the risks that these people present when it comes to HIV transmission.”


A member of the national jury in Burkina Faso





“There’s a lot of emphasis on the stereotype that women through prostitution cause HIV/AIDS.”


A member of the Swaziland national jury





“The scenarios place too much emphasis on young girls who prostitute themselves. We get the impression that the young authors think that these girls are responsible for the epidemic.”


A member of the Togolese national jury





“More than half of the stories are about prostitution. If this is reflective of reality, we are not sufficiently addressing the problem of prostitution. If it reflects a stereotype, then we need to distill it – HIV is not only contracted by prostitution!”


A member of the national jury in Cape Verde





“Many young people look at HIV/AIDS as if it is a ‘thing’ which could never happen to them. Many young people are going like: ‘Not me! Maybe someone else.’” 


A member of the Tanzanian national jury





“The blame for the epidemic is invariably put on others. We get the impression that young people don’t feel personally concerned by HIV; it’s always somebody else’s problem.”


A young woman living with HIV, member of the national  jury of Burkina Faso





“Too many youths think that it’s a disease of the wealthy; they are wary of the rich and steer clear of them to avoid HIV.”


A member of the national jury in Madagascar





“Many scenarios reveal that youths believe that only rich people carry the virus and transmit it to girls.”


Julie Rose Ouédraogo, first-year magistrate judge, international winner of the 1997 Scenarios from the Sahel contest and member of the 2005 national jury in Burkina Faso





“A common stereotype was that affluent people couldn’t be infected with HIV.”


A member of the national jury in Cape Verde





“In some of the scenarios, we see that young people think that a person living a comfortable life of means could not possibly have AIDS, so some girls agree to have unprotected sex with them.”


Abdoul-Razakh Cissé, student in pharmaceutical medicine at the University of Ouagadougou, international winner of the 2002 Scenarios contest, co-author of the film The Champions, and member of the 2005 national jury in Burkina Faso





“Most infected people in the scenarios are in the cities. The stop-AIDS community should make the people know that AIDS is in the villages.”


Member of the Nigerian national jury





“Women are the carriers.”





“Women are the ones who are vulnerable to being infected.”





“They think that women are the ones who carry HIV.”





Concise, categorical statements by three members of the Mozambican national jury





“The overwhelming majority of the texts show girls/women as the ones who spread the disease most. The authors are forgetting that, by asserting such a thing, they are in engaging in discrimination, pure and simple.”


A member of the Togolese national jury





“The guys view the girls as being the primary vectors of HIV. And when it comes to getting testing for HIV, they don’t feel that it concerns them; they say that everything’s fine as long as they know their girlfriend’s HIV status.”


Larissa Bambara of the RAJS, member of the national jury of Burkina Faso





“The woman has not yet been able to assert herself when it comes to sex matters. She’s still the victim.”


A member of the Kenyan national jury








“Some maintain that a woman cannot negotiate sex with a man and that it is easy to convince women to have sex.”


A member of the Mozambican national jury





“Most girls in the story were always giving in to sex because of the societal pressure and peer influence around them.”


A member of the Nigerian national jury





“Women in most scenarios seemed weak, can’t stand up and say no to undesired men who pressure them for sex.”


A member of the national jury in Tanzania








“The girls in the scenarios are always in a position of ignorance or weakness. They don’t know how to say ‘no’.”


A member of the Togolese national jury





“The youths have a tendency to see a connection between AIDS and feminine beauty, which is depicted as the primary cause of HIV transmission.”


A member of the national jury in Madagascar





“As far as the texts I studied are concerned, I’d have to say that the young authors spent far too much time pointing their finger at beautiful girls.”


A member of the Togolese national jury





“There was a general realization that poverty does contribute to the increase in HIV infection.”


A member of the national jury in Swaziland





“They recognize that poverty opens the door to having multiple partners or to other risky behaviors.”


A member of the Senegalese national jury





“Poverty has contributed greatly to the spread of HIV/AIDS. Many young people because of poverty risk their lives and have sex in order to get money and support their families. The scenarios indicate that young people are aware of HIV/AIDS and its dangers. And given the choice between poverty and transactional sex, they chose the latter.”


A member of the national jury in Swaziland





“Many young girls were involved in sex work due to poverty, even if they understood the effects.”


A member of the Tanzanian national jury





“The participants hinted on the negative effects of poverty on the resolve of most people to stick to safe behaviours.”


A member of the Nigerian national jury





“Women are always depicted as victims, always being subjected to the ordeal of the dangers and consequences of HIV as if it were their inevitable fate. This is a real fact related to the real situation of women in our societies.”


A member of the Malian national jury








“The youths write of behaviors that are common in our society but which so often go unnoticed. We sense that they are at the epicenter of events when it comes to HIV/AIDS. In their stories, they manage to highlight the most important elements that are fueling the spread of HIV.”


A member of the Togolese national jury





“These young people have greatly presented the situations which lead to HIV/AIDS. The situations are based on their experiences. You can sense the hardship in their stories. It means, they are real eager to present and communicate the issues through stories.”


A member of the Tanzanian national jury





“Young people know that they are the ones who are most vulnerable.”


A member of the national jury in Burkina Faso





“The time when talking about sex was taboo has passed. Now, even the youngest authors – fully aware of the details of the risks pertaining to HIV – denounce with respect risky behaviors.”


A member of the Madagascar national jury





“The scenarios show that the young authors attentively observe the behavior of their older brothers and sisters and their parents, and they don’t hold back when it comes to denouncing certain risky behaviors of these older people.”


Mrs. Mistoura Salou Adjibade, Scenarios from Africa National Coordinator in Benin, member of the national jury








“I was surprised that all of the young people are aware of the risks of AIDS. That’s very important, because in the future they will be able to fight against AIDS.”





“The young people know that life loves them and that they are the most exposed to the risks of AIDS.”





Members of the Malian national jury








“Most of the young people acknowledged that having multiple partners increased the risk of getting HIV.”


A member of the national jury in Cape Verde





“The authors agree that an indiscriminate and irresponsible sex life is an extremely common source of HIV transmission.”


A member of the Nigerian national jury





“Most say that ‘having multiple partners is the main cause of HIV infection’.”


A member of the national jury in Benin.





“The youths continue to draw a connection between being HIV+ and having multiple partners – to such an extent that they are contributing to the stigmatization of PLWHA.”


A woman living with HIV who was a member of the Burkina Faso national jury








“Most young authors wrote about girls coming from a poor family, having affairs with an older man then getting HIV/AIDS in the end.”


A member of the Namibian national jury





“Most pupils are now aware of the risk in indulging in teen sex, and they also highlight the relationship between poverty and HIV. They also highlight how older people can put younger ones into danger by providing the flashy things.”


A member of the national jury in Swaziland





“The boys accuse the girls of accepting unprotected sex in exchange for money, even if the girls are aware of the risks they’re running.”


A member of the national jury in Burkina Faso





“The youths underscored the exemplary character of those girls who refused to have sex in return for money and thereby reducing their personal vulnerability to HIV infection.”


A member of the national jury in Burkina Faso





“Many young people spoke about the rape of young girls in times of war and in peacetime. This is a phenomenon that is completely neglected by most of the organizations involved in the fight against AIDS in our country.”


Kombert Quenum, actor and specialist in lip-synch dubbing of films (including Scenarios films) into local languages, member of the Benin national jury





“The sexual abuse of maids seems to be a preoccupation of the young people.”


A member of the Senegalese national jury





“The young people know that there are people in good places (rich or boss or priest, etc) who misuse their privilege and spread HIV/AIDS.”


A member of the national jury in Tanzania





“Faced with certain traditional practices that continue to hold sway and increase the gravity of the HIV pandemic, young people are able to expose the practices, though it must be said that their ideas still lack the requisite sophistication.”





“Through the scenarios, we see played out before our eyes an often contradictory struggle between traditional and modern values in the areas of relations within couples and sexuality. Yet we see that the modern view of things is slowly getting the upper hand on those backward practices (wife inheritance, forced marriage)…”





Members of the national jury in Burkina Faso





“Meaningful, praiseworthy efforts are made to put one’s finger on the consequences of these traditional practices in our communities – practices which often strike our young people with particular harshness. At the same time, the authors stir critical reflection among those who are responsible for perpetuating the practices in question.”


A member of the national jury in Benin





“Many young people [characters in the stories] flee their villages to escape wife inheritance, or they insist on the HIV test first.”


A member of the national jury in Burkina Faso





“When writing about the culture of inheritance of wives when the husband is gone (dead), they show clearly the excitement of managing to refuse to be allowed to be inherited.”


A member of the national jury in Swaziland





“The young people, be they in urban or rural settings, master all of the means of transmission of the virus.”


Mme Mistoura Salou Adjibadé, Scenarios National Coordinator in Benin, member of the national jury





“In general, the young people are informed of the modes of transmission and the means of prevention, which was not at all the case a few years ago.”


A member of the national jury in Burkina Faso





“They believe that in every sexual encounter one gets HIV.”


A member of the national jury in Swaziland





“A solid majority of the youths think that one single sexual contact with an HIV+ person will automatically lead to infection. None of the stories speak of discordant couples once one of them has become infected.”


Dieudonné Bassonon of the Initiative Privée et Communautaire, member of the national jury in Burkina Faso





“A number of young people believe that transmission is automatic in the event of sexual contact with an HIV positive person. This assertion, though not true, has the advantage of encouraging young people to be permanently and perfectly vigilant if they want to avoid contracting HIV.”


Dr Télesphore Houansou, Head of HIV/AIDS Programmes for the Projet Equipe in Benin, member of the national jury





“The authors stress immoral sexual contact as almost the only mode of transmission.”


A member of the Kenyan national jury





“Kids think that sex is the only way to get HIV.”


A member of the national jury in Mozambique





“In almost all of the scenarios, transmission takes place by sexual means. In only 2 of the 200 texts that I read did contamination happen via the blood route.”


A member of the national jury in Senegal





“Many youths believe that an HIV+ woman automatically infects the fetus, and that the risk of giving birth to a child living with HIV is 100%. The effect of this belief can be to reduce hope among PLWHA and to increase stigma.”


A member of the Togolese national jury





“A majority of the scenarios speak to the necessity of getting tested for HIV. This shows that awareness-raising campaigns on testing are starting to bear fruit in communities in the areas where we work.”


A member of the Togolese national jury





“Almost all of the children mention the test, even citing some organizations that offer the test.”


A member of the national jury in Senegal





“Most of the young people are prepared to go to an anonymous test center to learn their HIV status; fear is disappearing more and more.”


Abdou-Salam Ouédraogo of the Association Cri du Coeur in rural Titao, member of the national jury in Burkina Faso





“I didn’t expect to come across so many favorable suggestions and recommendations about HIV testing in the scenarios, because I had thought there was just too much anxiety and psychological burden associated with waiting for the test results.”


A member of the Togolese national jury





“The scenarios show that kids have no reticence at all when it comes to getting tested in the event of risk.”


Jean-Marie Bazié of the Association African Solidarité, member of the national jury in Burkina Faso





“Many say that HIV-positive people are thin.”


A member of the national jury in Swaziland





“Many young people tend to ‘test’ HIV victims by using eyes, i.e. if you are thin, you are HIV-positive.”


A member of the Tanzanian national jury





“In almost all scenarios, the young people speak of the test as the way to know one’s status.”


Virginie Kantoussan, member of the Senegalese national jury





“In most of the scenarios that I read, the young people emphasize the importance of getting tested for HIV before marriage.”


A member of the Senegalese national jury





“Young people recommend that before any marriage the spouses-to-be should get tested for HIV.”


Miss Berthe Kaboré, member of the Burkina Faso national jury





“The scenarios reveal that young people have understood that the HIV test helps to curb the spread of HIV.”


A member of the national jury in Togo





“HIV testing is now viewed as a primary means of prevention. The importance of HIV testing is highlighted throughout.”


A member of the national jury in Senegal





“In their vast majority, the youths think that one can get tested and learn one’s status just hours or days after HIV infection. That is to say, they don’t have the right information on HIV testing.”�Mr. Léon Djikpor, rap singer actively involved in Benin’s response to HIV, member of his country’s national jury





“They believe that a person who is infected today gets tested and is declared positive tomorrow.”


A member of the national jury in Cape Verde





“People only go for the screening/test at the point of sickness or appearance of known symptoms.”


A member of the Nigerian national jury





“The youths emphasize that a PLWHA has to show symptoms before going in to get tested.”


A member of the national jury in Tanzania





“Confidentiality after the test is not respected, and the results are often announced to many people at the same time.”


A member of the national jury in Benin





“The concept of confidentiality is often misrepresented in the scenarios, which often show that results are shared far and wide. That is simply not the case in our country.”


A member of the national jury in Burkina Faso





“Many young people have understood that with ARVs, infection is no longer an automatic death sentence.”


Dr. Télésphore Houansou, member of the national jury in Benin





“Young people speak of ARVs, which slow the progression of the disease.”


A member of the national jury in Senegal





“They don’t have enough knowledge of ARV usage and support.”


A member of the national jury in Swaziland





“Most scenarios exhibited inadequate knowledge of the actual role of ART.”


A member of the Kenyan national jury





“Young people’s knowledge of ARVs is superficial. They tend to think of them as a drug like any other. They don’t know about the difficulties involved with ARVs.”


Mr. Ibrahim Lega, co-author of the film The Champions, member of the national jury in Burkina Faso





“They don’t understand ARV management. They think that, once positive, one takes ARVs.”


A member of the Kenyan national jury





“Many young people believe that all HIV-positive people need ARV to survive. Only a few actually know that ARV should be taken on the recommendation of a medical doctor only.”


A member of the Nigerian national jury





“In the stories, people start taking ARVs as soon as they get a positive test result.”


A member of the national jury in Togo





“Very numerous are those who think that ARVs can cure AIDS.”


Mme Brigitte Dagba of the ABPF (IPPF affiliate), member of the national jury in Benin





“Some young people think that AIDS can be cured. They’ve misunderstood what ARVs do.”


A member of the national jury in Burkina Faso





“Young people have the facts on HIV/AIDS, yet they still don’t quite understand the speed of HIV progression in the body.”�A member of the national jury in Swaziland








“There is a lot of confusion regarding the window period, the duration of non-symptomatic seropositivity and the timing and onset of the disease itself.”


A member of the national jury in Cape Verde





“They don’t understand the way the immune system works in the face of HIV.”


A member of the Mozambican national jury





“The most widespread misunderstanding among the youths has to do with the duration of the incubation period of the virus. That is to say, most of the young people think that after risky contact, if one is infected, the carrier falls ill a few days later and dies very fast.”


Simonella Domingos of Scenarios partner organization Børnefonden, member of the national jury in Benin





“We continue to see that asymptomatic seropositivity is not well understood. The confusion that exists between having AIDS and just being HIV positive shows that we haven’t explained things very well.”


A member of the national jury in Guinea Bissau





“There is still a gap in relation to the various stages of HIV infection. Most writers refer to AIDS, devoid of the stages that are not necessarily AIDS.”


A member of the Kenyan national jury





“The difference between being HIV positive and having AIDS disease is not clear in the minds of the young authors. We’re going to have to place special emphasis on that in our awareness-raising activities.”


A member of the Togolese national jury





“As soon as a person is HIV positive, they [the authors] think he’ll die soon.”


A member of the national jury in Madagascar





“People know the causes and its process, except the authors seem not to be wise on the time range that one can live after being infected, e.g., they approximate it into two days, or two weeks, or three months, and then the person dies.”


A member of the Tanzanian national jury





“Once they learn that they’re HIV positive, some young people [in the stories] feel that it’s better just to put an end to their love life. In their opinion, ‘It’s better that way’.”


Larissa Bambara of the RAJS, member of the national jury in Burkina Faso





“Young people in Tanzania, they think that when people become infected with HIV, that will be the end of their future dreaming.”


A member of the Tanzanian national jury





“The absence of hope for PLWHA is far too present in the stories.”


Hamet Fall Diagne, member of the Senegalese national jury





“A majority of the authors believe that people living with HIV have no need to be hopeful and ambitious in life, but they should wait for their time of death.”


A member of the Nigerian national jury





“The young people don’t really have a grip on the progression of the various stages of HIV in the body. They maintain that an infected person no longer has cause to hope and no longer has any dreams in life like studying, getting married and having children.”


A young woman living with HIV, member of the national jury in 


Burkina Faso





“The preference of infected people to commit suicide rather than be associated with HIV/AIDS is also noteworthy.”


A member of the Nigerian national jury














“Many of the stories were very sad. People do not seem to know or to be convinced by the fact that you can live positively with HIV/AIDS.”


A member of the Namibian national jury





“HIV is always associated with death. Scenarios that talk about living positively with the virus are rare.”


Virginie Kantoussan, member of the Senegalese national jury





“The authors don’t know much about positive living for PLWHA.”





“Only a few are convinced that people diagnosed HIV positive can live normal lives and remain acceptable to the society in which they live.”





Members of the Nigerian national jury








“It seems to me that all of the candidates have a good grasp on the modes of prevention.”


A member of the national jury in Guinea Bissau





“The young people have been well sensitized and informed about HIV infection in general, in particular the modes of transmission and of prevention.”


A member of the national jury in Madagascar





“The kids speak a lot about condoms and the need to sterilize instruments. However, they speak very little of abstinence.”


A member of the Mozambican national jury





“The youths seem to have taken to the idea of using condoms to avoid HIV/AIDS. That’s a good thing, because it’s very clear that abstinence is out of the question for them.”


A member of the Togolese national jury





“Young people place too much emphasis on condoms, neglecting other means of prevention which are no less effective.”


Adama Ouédraogo, 2002 contest winner, member of the national jury of Burkina Faso





“We are spreading the message of using condoms instead of promoting abstinence.”


A member of the national jury in Swaziland





“Even though it can be said that the majority of the scenarios speak of the need to provide support and care for infected persons, they are still considered as being people of a different world. There is still a lack of full community integration of PLWHA in the minds of the young authors.”


Mr. Kombert Quenum, member of the national jury in Benin





“The scenarios show the support, the sympathy and the solidarity of young people toward PLWHA.”


A member of the Senegalese national jury





“These young people opt for the non-discrimination of PLWHA.”


A member of the national jury in Madagascar





“In this edition [of the contest], we seldom come across young authors who have unfavorable attitudes toward people living with HIV/AIDS.”


Abdoulaye Tamboura of the Jeunesse active du Burkina (JAB), member of the national jury





“The youths are 100% against stigmatization, and all of them understand the necessity of providing support and care to the PLWHA.”


A member of the Malian national jury





“They are starting to take less of an alarmist stance vis-à-vis AIDS in the sense that they advocate solidarity and support for PLWHA and dismiss rejection and discrimination.”


Abdoulaye Konaté of Africa Consultants International in Dakar, member of the Senegalese national juries in 1997, 2000, 2002 and 2005





“At least I can say it seems like they are now changing their thinking on people living with HIV, because most of them have tried to explain that you can get HIV at any time (blood transfusion, rape, accidents…) and in any environment.”


A member of the Tanzanian national jury





“We see a growing presence of a feeling of compassion and solidarity toward PLWHA.”


A member of the national jury in Burkina Faso





“More and more, young people are fighting stigma and the rejection of PLWHA. That wasn’t perceptible a few years ago.”


A member of the Malian national jury





“A lot of them talk of psychological support for PLWHA. Encouragement and support. Moral support helps to extend lives.”


A member of the Togolese national jury





“The young people have understood that taking care of a person living with AIDS does not necessarily mean that you’ll be infected. Above all, they understand that these people need affection.”


A member of the national jury in Burkina Faso





“The importance of family solidarity in general is frequently emphasized.”�Dr. Christina N’Tchougan-Sonou, Director of Scenarios partner organization Projet Equipe, member of the national jury in Benin





“Many young people underscored the importance of the support of family and friends in improving PLWHAs’ living conditions.”


A member of the Togolese national jury





“Community solidarity comes across as very important in the scenarios. Those involved in HIV awareness raising have scored a big success in this regard.”


A member of the Senegalese national jury








“Stigma and discrimination is still and issue to our young authors. Terms like: AIDS is a monster, a disaster, a killer, a bad disease.”


A member of the Kenyan national jury





“PLWHA are considered to be the pariahs of society.”


A member of the national jury in Benin





“Still today, and again and again in the scenarios: rejection of people living with HIV.”


Abdoul-Razakh Cissé, member of the national jury in Burkina Faso





“Many young people in Nigeria continue to see people living with HIV/AIDS as victims, casualties, patients, sufferers, etc. These terms carry with them some form of stigma, no matter how subtle. 


	Only a few are convinced that people diagnosed HIV-positive can live normal lives and remain acceptable to the society in which they live.


	At present, the contest reveals that they are still ‘dreaded’, especially in rural communities.”


A member of the Nigerian national jury





“There is a lot of stigmatization in the stories, and AIDS is still believed to be a result of immorality.”


A member of the Kenyan national jury








“HIV/AIDS is portrayed as an evil affliction that is the consequence of immoral behavior.”


Domingos Cá, member of the national jury in Guinea Bissau





“Moralization still predominates because of the understanding that sex is the primary mode of transmission. In Africa, sex is still very much subject to taboos and is viewed from a moralist mindset, and that explains the repression, the disdain, the mistrust, and the rejection that one finds in some of the scenarios.”


A member of the Togolese national jury





“In the eyes of many youths, PLWHA are people who have been ‘unfaithful’, ‘irresponsible’… AIDS is said to be transmitted by ‘beautiful girls’, and the way to avoid it is not to ‘go out’ at night.”


A member of the national jury in Burkina Faso





“Then there’s the idea that PLWHA are always trying to spread HIV in the community. They are invariably rancorous people who are out for revenge.”


A member of the Senegalese national jury





“AIDS is still a shameful disease.”


Laure Sawadogo, popular radio host and co-star of the Scenarios from Africa film “No Time to Drop Your Guard”, member of the national jury in Burkina Faso





“HIV infection is synonymous with one’s life coming to an end, and it’s a shameful disease.”


A member of the Togolese national jury





“PLWHA are ill-treated as if they are bad people who deserve to die.”


A member of the national jury in Swaziland





“There is an overwhelming feeling that those who get infected deserve it.”


A member of the Kenyan national jury





“The youths are not very sensitive to the fate of PLWHA, and the scenarios are replete with references to stereotypes along the lines that HIV positive people deserve their fate, so to speak.”�Dr. Christina N’Tchougan-Sonou, member of the national jury in Benin








“The idea that HIV/AIDS is a punishment for deviant behavior is still far too present in the scenarios.”


Hamet Fall Diagne, member of the Senegalese national jury





“Some young authors wrote of HIV/AIDS as a punishment from God, and that explains why there is no cure for HIV.”


A member of the national jury in Burkina Faso





“Discrimination is still out there among those who don’t know about the modes of transmission.”


A member of the national jury in Burkina Faso





“A majority of the scenarios depict a glaring assumption that HIV is a price people pay for sexual promiscuity. In the few scenarios where infected people were pitied, they were portrayed as rape victims.


	Most scenarios portray HIV as a disease which results mainly when youth slaughter good upbringing and morality on the altar of peer pressure.”


A member of the Nigerian national jury








“There are stories in which the only thing that many PLWHA do is run around getting revenge by spreading HIV.”


A member of the national jury in Madagascar





“Some young people just don’t understand that a lack of solidarity can really speed up the process, bringing on the demise of a person living with HIV far more quickly.”


A member of the national jury in Togo





“Support for income-generating activities for women could reduce occasional prostitution.”


A member of the national jury in Burkina Faso





“Teach the ‘poor’ not to sell their bodies, but rather to create associations so as to make a living.”


A member of the national jury in Madagascar





“The prevalence of HIV/AIDS in developing countries, including Nigeria, has to a reasonable extent been traced to poverty. Strategies for fighting the scourge should, therefore, have some poverty-reduction components. Efforts should be intensified in this direction.”


A member of the Nigerian national jury





“Poverty alleviation programmes and educational grants should be provided by governments to avoid young people from sleeping for money to feed their relatives.	


	Communities should be encouraged to plant gardens. That will provide healthy food and income for families and stop young people from leaving homes to look for jobs in cities where they end up being forced to have sex for money.”


A member of the Swaziland national jury





“Through the contest, we asked young people for their views on HIV/AIDS, and the scenarios reflect what they think. Well then, let’s focus on what they’ve told us as we craft programs that are based on this new way of perceiving the pandemic.”


A member of the national jury in Senegal








WHAT’S MISSING?





One group of people is conspicuously absent when young authors speak of risk as a function of material standing: the middle class. 
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