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SCENARIOS FROM AFRICA
2002 Contest:
Overview of Contest Participation
Analysis of questionnaires
completed by contest participants*
The 2002 edition of the Scenarios from Africa contest (7 October to 9 December) provided an opportunity for young people under the age of 25 to submit a creative idea for a short film on AIDS.
The contest was carried out with particular intensity in eight “core” countries in West Africa, where coalitions of organizations (NGOs, CBOs, schools…) concerted their efforts to mobilize youth participation at community level. Young people in an additional 17 African nations took part thanks to the support of individual organizations working locally in certain countries and, above all, thanks to international publicity campaigns conducted by the youth magazine Planète Jeunes and the Paris-based satellite broadcaster TV5.

The 2002 Scenarios from Africa contest is the scaling-up of the Scenarios from the Sahel contests, carried out in 1997 and 2000 in Burkina Faso, Mali and Senegal.

The following is an overview of the results of the 2002 contest. These figures are based on information provided by contest participants on the questionnaire they were required to submit along with their scenario.
1. Total number of scenarios submitted:

  7,249
This 2002 total surpasses the number of scenarios submitted in the 1997 and 2000 contests combined (1997: 3,699 scenarios; 2000: 3,015).
2. Total number of participants: 


20,576
This brings the total number of participants in Scenarios contests in Africa (1997 + 2000 + 2002) to 42,252.
3. Geographic breadth of contest
a. Range of participating countries
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                      Participating countries                                         Other participating countries

                    with international winner                              (+ Cape Verde and the Comoro Islands)
	Core countries
	Côte d’Ivoire
	14

	Country
	Number of scenarios
	Chad
	9

	Niger
	2,109
	Central African Repub.
	9

	Senegal
	1,210
	Gabon
	8

	Togo
	1,153
	Guinea Conakry
	7

	Burkina Faso
	1,099
	Eritrea
	6

	Mali
	907
	Nigeria
	4

	Ghana
	368
	Unknown origin
	3

	Cape Verde
	83
	Democr. Rep. of Congo
	2

	Guinea Bissau
	31
	Madagascar
	2

	TOTAL CORE:
	6,960
	Uganda
	1

	
	
	Burundi
	1

	Non-core countries
	Comoros Islands
	1

	Benin
	80
	Kenya
	1

	Cameroon
	59
	Haiti
	1

	Congo (Brazzaville)
	35
	TOTAL NON-CORE:
	289

	Africans in Europe
	28
	
	

	Mauritania
	18
	GRAND TOTAL:
	7,249


3.a. Geographic breadth of contest : range of participating countries (continued)
The 1997 and 2000 Scenarios contests in Africa involved exclusively three francophone countries in the Sahel region of West Africa (Burkina Faso, Mali, and Senegal).
The 2002 edition was tri-lingual, with lusophone and anglophone participants competing with their francophone peers.
It is disappointing to note that no scenarios were received in 2002 from any country of continental southern Africa. This was due above all to two factors: 
1) October to December is a particularly unfavorable time of the year to carry out a youth-oriented contest in that area, given the school exam and vacation schedule in the southern hemisphere. 
2) The international publicity campaign was heavily oriented toward francophone countries.

__________________________________________
3.b. Geographic breadth of contest: from urban centers to villages
On the contest questionnaire, participants were asked to indicate where they presently reside within their country (“How would you describe the place where you now live?”). The resultant data reveal that this year’s contest team succeeded at mobilizing young people across the residence spectrum, from capital cities to villages:


The capital city:




25.3% of respondents**

Suburb of the capital:



18.8%

Another big city:




17.7%

A small or medium-sized town:


26.3%

A village:





12.9%

In three of the “core” contest countries, at least half of all respondents stated that they resided in either a small or medium-sized town or a village:

Togo: 






50% of respondents


Ghana: 





60%


Mali: 






63%

Given the multiple logistical difficulties of conducting such activities beyond capital cities, the breadth of participation in Togo, Ghana and Mali is remarkable.

** Basis: responses provided by individuals participating alone and by the leaders of groups participating as a team.

4. Participation:  individually or in teams
In the official contest leaflet, young people were actively encouraged to participate in teams so as to allow for the involvement of non-literate youths and to create a setting conducive to dialogue on topics related to HIV/AIDS. Over three-fourths of all participants in the 2002 contest were part of a team, and well over half of all participants were part of a mixed-gender team.
Percentage of scenarios submitted by
People taking part individually:

 

64.5%
People taking part in a team:



35.5%
Percentage of participants taking part individually:

23.5%
Percentage of participants taking part in a team:

76.5%
Percentage of participants taking part in a mixed-gender 

team (girls/women and boys/men in the same team):

56.7%

In Mali, an unparalleled 88% of all participants took part in mixed-gender teams.

5. Breakdown of participants by gender
Percentage of girls/women:




41.4%

Percentage of boys/men:





58.6%

The 2002 Senegalese team set a new record for female participation in a Scenarios contest in Africa: 50.6%. The previous record was 45.6% (Senegal, 2000). This result can be attributed to the strong involvement of a network of teachers devoted to fostering the education of disadvantaged girls.
6. Breakdown of participants by age
Under 15 years old:




27.4% of respondents**
Between 15 and 19 years old:


48.6% 
Between 20 and 24 years old:


24.0%
In 2002, Aminata Silamé of Senegal set a new record for Scenarios contests in Africa: at just five years of age, she is the youngest participant to date. 
** Basis: responses provided by individuals participating alone and by the leaders of groups participating as a team.

7. School/training status of participants


Participants were asked if they were currently enrolled full-time in school or in some other training program, and 93.3% of respondents answered affirmatively.


One of the reasons why young people were encouraged to take part in teams was to allow for the participation of non-literate youth. Unfortunately, the available data do not reveal the school/training status of those young people who took part in a team and who were not the team leader. It is therefore possible that the percentage of total participants (including all team members) who were not currently enrolled in school is actually somewhat lower than 93.3%.

8. Socio-economic indicators

Respondents who have a television at home:
68.9% of respondents**

Respondents who have a telephone at home:
39.5% of respondents**


The data on in-home phone access is closely correlated to the data for site of current residence, with much greater phone access in capital cities and far more limited access in small towns and villages.
** Basis: responses provided by individuals participating alone and by the leaders of groups participating as a team.
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2002 Contest:
Overview of the Contest Team
A total of 20,576 young people took part in the 2002 Scenarios from Africa contest. That result was achieved thanks to the efforts of a contest team composed of over 400 partner organizations or individual outreach workers who provided potential participants with information and materials on the contest at community level.

Publicity campaigns carried out by the youth magazine Planète Jeunes, the Paris-based satellite broadcaster TV5, and via the Internet helped to secure the participation of young people across the continent.

Africans residing in France and in Belgium took part in the contest thanks to the French organization CRIPS. The Scenarios from Africa concept is based on the highly successful project 3.000 Scénarios contre un virus, carried out by CRIPS and Médecins du Monde in the early 1990’s.

In each of the eight “core” contest countries, local coordinators were in charge of team building and reinforcement, execution of the contest, and monitoring and evaluation. Those coordinators are:

    Burkina Faso: 
Olga Ouédraogo; age 25; specialist in communications; Scenarios from the Sahel contest winner in 1997 and in 2000.

   Cape Verde:
Nylton Fernando dos Santos and Amarizia Barbosa; secondary school teachers; translators responsible for the dub texts for the Portuguese version of the Scenarios from the Sahel films.

   Ghana:

 The Johns Hopkins University Center for Communications Programs.

   Guinea Bissau:
 CARITAS / SIDA Service.
   Mali:


 Moulaye Ismaël Dicko; specialist in audio-visual production for 



 development issues; creator of the Dioula version of the Scenarios from 


 the Sahel films; member of the Scenarios in Africa team since 1997.

   Niger:

 Initiative Jeunes, a multi-year program implemented by the 




 Academy for Educational Development in partnership with 




 UNFPA.

   Senegal:

 Gabriel Diouf, IEC specialist for the German development assistance 


 organization GTZ and caseworker for the NGO Africa Consultants 



 International; member of the Scenarios in Africa team since 1997.

   Togo (north):
 Edwige Ouédraogo, specialist in communications.

   Togo (south):
 UNDP.

In each of the “core” countries, the coordinator interfaced above all with a select group of primary partner organizations. Those organizations, in turn, mobilized additional structures at local level and collaborated with them to ensure widespread participation in the contest.

Individual organizations in non-core countries were solicited to lend a hand with the contest. Scenarios from Africa is grateful for the support of the following organizations:

   Congo (Brazzaville):
PRESIEC-OCEAN, Projet Prévention du SIDA dans les Ecoles 



du Congo

   Eritrea:


UNAIDS, Eritrean Social Marketing Group

   Mauritania:


UNFPA, World Vision and their partners

   Nigeria:


Youth Development Initiatives in Owerri

   Uganda:


Partners of Northwestern University

______________________________

The following page provides an example of a Scenarios from Africa contest team, namely that of Burkina Faso in 2002. Thanks to that team, composed of some 160 partner organizations or individual contest outreach workers, a total of 1,099 scenarios were submitted in 2002, up from 435 in 1997 and 450 in 2000. 
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2002 Contest:
Methods used to mobilize and facilitate 

youth participation in the contest
Over 400 partner organizations or individual outreach workers provided young people with information and materials on the 2002 Scenarios from Africa contest with a view to mobilizing and facilitating participation. In the end, well over 20,000 young people took part in the contest. The following is an overview of the methods employed by the contest team.
A. International publicity campaigns
International publicity campaigns ensured geographic breadth of participation. Young people in an unbroken band of countries from Mauritania to Kenya took part in the contest. The campaigns involved three components:

· The youth magazine Planète Jeunes published the contest leaflet in its October 2002 issue. (The contest was held from October 7 to December 9, 2002.) Planète Jeunes is widely read across francophone Africa, often reaching well beyond capital cities.

· The Paris-based satellite station TV5, received in hundreds of thousands of households across the continent, aired special contest ads, intensified broadcasts of Scenarios from the Sahel films during the contest, and included information on the contest on its highly popular website.

· At least two additional partner structures provided information on the contest via their websites.

B. Mobilization at community level

In the eight core countries, the contest was carried out by extensive teams of organizations and individuals working primarily within their own communities to inform young people directly, in person, about the contest. 

Contest team members put themselves in a position to respond to questions on the contest and on HIV/AIDS in general – questions asked not only by potential participants, but also by parents, teachers, and traditional and religious leaders. This approach dramatically accentuated community participation in the implementation of the project.
The following are a few of the methods used by team members as they went about mobilizing and facilitating participation in the contest at community level:

· In Burkina Faso, people living with HIV/AIDS played a central role in facilitating the participation of children and young adults in the contest. Members of the Ouagadougou-based NGO Association African Solidarité (AAS), the PLWHAs conceptualized, implemented and evaluated the following activities:

1) Several groups of orphans and vulnerable children in the care of AAS were brought together for a special event during which they discussed HIV/AIDS with AAS associates, watched and talked about Scenarios from the Sahel films in local languages, had lunch together, and then created their scenarios in dialogue with people living with the virus.

2) In the city of Ouagadougou in early 2002, AAS associates living with HIV had carried out a census of neighborhood video cinemas. They had identified 107 such sites, generally located in somebody’s house, where neighborhood kids can pay the equivalent of ten cents and watch a soccer game or a Bruce Lee movie. Copies of the Scenarios from the Sahel films in French and in Mooré language had been donated to each of the 107 cinemas.

During the Scenarios from Africa contest, AAS associates revisited those neighborhood cinemas so as to explain the contest and to encourage young people to take part. Once it became apparent that there was enthusiastic interest among the neighborhood cinema audiences in the contest, but that illiteracy among that population is relatively widespread, the AAS associates developed a strategy to help interested individuals put their ideas to paper: people living with HIV/AIDS sat down with the individuals in question, discussed their creative ideas with them, and wrote up their scenarios.

Before the 2002 contest began, AAS had held a meeting to discuss their own objectives for the Scenarios from Africa process. The primary stated objectives of AAS associates living with HIV/AIDS are:

· to continue to play a central role in Scenarios from Africa, a process that provides AAS associates the opportunity to participate in a direct and powerful manner in getting key messages across (above all messages of understanding and non-discrimination, and the need to create closer and clearer links between prevention on the one hand and support, care and treatment on the other);
· to enhance public understanding of the feelings and needs of PLWHAs;

· to share their knowledge and experiences with young people;

· to help AAS associates improve their own HIV-related knowledge and their knowledge of public attitudes toward PLWHAs.
AAS associates played a central role not only in the Scenarios from Africa contest in Burkina Faso, but also in that country’s national jury and the final, international jury. Asked during follow-up discussions if the above-mentioned objectives were being reached, AAS associates stated that their most optimistic expectations for the process have been surpassed and that everyone is looking forward with great anticipation to upcoming stages of the process – text readaptation (where focus-group discussions with AAS associates will be of crucial importance) and film production.
· In Senegal, the proportion of female participants reached a record high thanks to the involvement of a network of teachers (RASFEMS) dedicated to the education of disadvantaged girls in the sprawling, poor suburbs of Dakar. The teachers took the time to explain the contest in detail and to discuss HIV/AIDS with their students during class, and they were available to answer related questions outside of normal class hours.

· In Mali, the national coordinator organized the Scenarios from Africa soccer tournament, with special prizes, as an innovative way to publicize the contest.

· In all five of the francophone countries of the core contest zone (Burkina Faso, Mali, Niger, Senegal and Togo), team members utilized a Scenarios resource that had just become available in the weeks prior to the contest launch: the Scenarios from the Sahel film soundtrack adapted for radio (available in French and in Mooré language). 


The radio version, of which over 500 cassette or CD copies were distributed immediately before and during the contest, was used by team members in small-group settings and broadcast by numerous radio stations, often as part of local ad campaigns on the contest. Radio broadcasts of the Scenarios soundtracks were often combined with messages containing contact information for local contest team members.


The creation of the radio version, carried out by former Scenarios from the Sahel contest winner Olga Ouédraogo, came in response to the expressed demand of people living in remote areas with no or limited access to television.

Suggested improvements for future Scenarios from Africa contests
In the course of the evaluation of the contest, team members and participants suggested specific ways in which the contest should be improved for future editions of Scenarios from Africa. The following is an overview of the most frequently expressed critical comments:

· The contest should be carried out from mid-December to mid-April. That period would be much more favorable for contest team members in the north and in southern Africa, as it corresponds to a period when young people can be mobilized to participate much more effectively.

· Funds should be secured to allow contest team members to devote more time to providing more personal, face-to-face support to individuals and groups who would like to take part but feel that they do not have the knowledge or skills to do so. Team members report that that personal approach is extremely beneficial for participants and team members alike.

· The Scenarios from Africa team should make more extensive use of television, especially national stations, as a way to publicize the contest. One approach would be to create a special TV ad, ideally involving past contest winners, and distributing it to stations in the contest region.
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2002 Contest:
Benefit for contest participants
Over 20,500 young people in 25 African countries took part in the 2002 Scenarios from Africa contest by submitting a creative idea for a short film on HIV/AIDS. What was the impact of the contest on those who participated? What benefit did they derive from taking part?

The contest team pursued three primary objectives as it conceptualized and executed the contest:

A. Improve access to information on HIV/AIDS; improve equity in access to information

B. Reduce existing socio-cultural barriers to increased understanding of HIV/AIDS, above all by fostering dialogue and personal reflection on the matter
C. Improve understanding of HIV/AIDS and the way it affects people and society. It was acknowledged that the achievement of this overriding objective would largely be dependent on success in achieving objectives A and B.
The following overview is based on the results of five different monitoring and evaluation components of the 2002 contest:

· Final reports filed by national contest coordinators.

· Reports submitted by individual core contest team members.

· Post-contest focus-group discussions carried out with separate groups of male and female participants in Burkina Faso and Senegal.

· Data from questionnaires completed by contest participants in all participating countries.

· Data from a small-scale pre- and post-contest survey carried out among two school classes in Burkina Faso.

A. Improved access to information; improved equity in access to information
In assessing their success in achieving these objectives, contest team members considered the following measurable indicators:

1. Increased reported efforts to seek out information. Did young participants actively try to find information on HIV/AIDS as they went about writing their scenarios?

2. Increased frequentation of information centers. Did participants visit existing centers of information (documentation centers, resource centers of NGOs and CBOs…) in order to find information or to ask questions of qualified individuals?

3. Participants’ assessments of how much they learned from the contest
Indicators 1 and 2: Increased reported efforts to seek out information; increased frequentation of information centers

All available evidence clearly illustrates that contest participants actively sought out reliable information on HIV/AIDS as they went about creating their scenarios. The most commonly cited sources of information are members and offices of local organizations specialized in HIV/AIDS. In many cases, contest participants reported that they were drawing on those sources of information for the very first time.




There are several reports that teachers took the time to brush up on HIV-related knowledge before discussing the contest with their students. The teachers wanted to be sure that they would not be caught off-guard by difficult questions.

In at least one case, parents of participants also seized the opportunity presented by the contest to learn more about HIV/AIDS:


Alongside those participants who sought out information, some young people viewed the contest as an opportunity to demand that reliable information be brought to them, both during and after the contest:



Indicator 3: Participants’ assessments of how much they’ve learned from the contest 

Post-contest focus-group discussions with contest participants in Burkina Faso and Senegal reveal above all that young people used the contest as a way to:


a) consolidate their existing knowledge of HIV/AIDS; and


b) to delve more deeply into more complex AIDS-related topics. 

Focus-group participants stated that they had learned more about the following topics during the contest (examples): 
· The feelings and thoughts of a person living with HIV

· The situation of children orphaned due to AIDS

· Reasons why one should be tested for HIV

· The limits of fidelity (if your partner is not faithful)

· The existence of the female condom

· The gravity of AIDS; the magnitude of the epidemic

B. Reduction in existing socio-cultural barriers to increased understanding of HIV/AIDS

One of the most formidable barriers to improving understanding of HIV/AIDS in the project zone is the myriad of taboos which often make it extremely difficult to start and carry out a discussion on topics relating to AIDS. At the same time, it is widely acknowledged that dialogue and open exchange can play a powerful role in accelerating progress toward desirable behavior change. 

At all stages of the process, Scenarios from Africa endeavors to break the ice and to provide opportunities to trigger open discussion and debate on HIV and AIDS.
The contest team kept in mind the following measurable indicators that would be used to gauge its success in achieving objective B:

1. Increased reported dialogue around HIV/AIDS with a range of interlocutors

2. Increased communication around HIV/AIDS during the contest: extent of group and mixed-group participation

3. Increased reported personal reflection on HIV/AIDS

Indicator 1:  Increased reported dialogue around HIV/AIDS with a range of interlocutors

All reports from contest partners include statements to the effect that the contest created a great deal of dialogue around the subject of HIV/AIDS with a wide range of interlocutors. This finding was confirmed by the small-scale survey carried out in two school classes in Burkina Faso.

The most commonly cited interlocutors of contest participants were representatives of CBOs (generally those involved in contest execution), family members, teachers, and the participants’ peers. In many cases, young people reported that the contest had served as a useful pretext to discuss HIV/AIDS with a given interlocutor for the very first time.


In addition to discussions that took place when young people proactively sought out sources of reliable information, dialogue was triggered by several other facets of the contest process. One of them was the contest leaflet, which contained a list of suggested topics that young people could choose from as a basis for their scenarios. (For example: ‘Her husband is leaving tomorrow on a trip. She decides to talk to him about AIDS, and she intends to use a powerful weapon: her sense of humor.’ Or: ‘It's not always easy for my family to care for our relative who is living with AIDS. However, we have a lot of solidarity, and we know how to pool our resources and work together.’) It would appear that that list of suggestions helped to spur considerable debate.



Dialogue within families on the topic of HIV/AIDS was facilitated by the contest:

 

In several project countries, people living with HIV/AIDS served as contest outreach workers and actively engaged participants in dialogue as the latter went about creating their scenarios.

Indicator 2: Increased communication around HIV/AIDS during the contest: extent of group and mixed-group participation

In the official contest leaflet, young people were actively encouraged to participate in teams so as to allow for the involvement of non-literate youths and to create a setting conducive to dialogue on topics related to HIV/AIDS. When introducing the contest to potential participants, team members placed special emphasis on the value of teamwork. 

The 2002 contest team’s efforts to encourage group participation were overwhelmingly successful, as 76.5% of all contest participants – over 15,700 young people – took part in teams.
Better yet, 56.7% of all participants – over 11,600 young people – worked in mixed-gender teams. In Mali, an unparalleled 88% of all participants took part in teams that included both girl/women and boys/men. 

If one considers that young people spent a minimum of one day to prepare their scenarios (and generally far more time than that, according to the post-contest focus groups), it appears that because of the contest over 11,600 young people spent at least a day in late 2002 talking with those of the opposite sex about sensitive issues associated with HIV. They were able to discuss their perspectives on the epidemic, their concerns, and the strategies they envisage to protect themselves and to improve the lives of those most directly affected by the virus. They were able to build consensus on appropriate behavior and to develop communication skills.
Indicator 3. Increased reported personal reflection on HIV/AIDS

Post-contest focus-group discussions reveal that personal reflection was particularly intense among those participants (over 4,500 people) who participated in the contest on an individual basis. 
C. Improved public understanding of HIV/AIDS and the way it affects people and society

Analysis of available monitoring and evaluation reports indicates that the 2002 Scenarios from Africa contest was of considerable benefit to participants, as evidenced by the above-mentioned findings, namely:
· increased reported efforts to seek out information (not only by young participants, but also by teachers and by parents),

· increased frequentation of information centers, 

· participants’ positive assessments of how much they learned from the contest, 
· increased reported dialogue around HIV/AIDS with a range of interlocutors, 

· massive contest participation in teams and the associated dialogue among young people, 

· and increased reported reflection on HIV/AIDS.
Team members observed participants throughout the contest with a view to ascertaining whether or not those benefits translated into changes with regard to three indicators:

1. Increased knowledge

2. Improved attitudes towards those living with HIV

3. Improved attitudes toward reduced-risk behavior and improved intended behavior

Indicator 1: Increased knowledge

Contest team members highlight two phenomena pertaining to increased HIV-related knowledge among participants during the contest: breadth of knowledge and depth of knowledge.

a) Breadth of knowledge
The range of HIV-related topics that were the subject of participants’ questions, research queries, debates and scenarios is reported to have been extremely vast, far more so than during the 1997 and 2000 contests. During those previous editions, participants focused above all on the basic facts of HIV transmission and prevention. In 2002, participants investigated HIV/AIDS in a much broader manner, exploring topics such as the socio-economic consequences of the epidemic, political commitment, HIV counseling and testing, HIV treatment and care, living with HIV, rejection and stigma….


b) Depth of knowledge

As was mentioned above, many participants viewed the contest as an opportunity to learn more about particularly complex HIV-related topics – topics about which they already had some knowledge, but were eager to learn more.

2. Improved attitudes towards those living with HIV

A few contest team members report having observed positive changes when it comes to attitudes towards people living with HIV. This was particularly true in those cases where people living with HIV/AIDS interfaced directly with participants during the contest.

Focus-group discussions, as well as reports filed by contest team members, revealed that the feelings and challenges of those living with the virus were frequently the topic of discussion and of research among contest participants.


3. Improved attitudes toward reduced-risk behavior and improved intended behavior




____________________________________________

In addition to the above-mentioned points, the Scenarios from Africa contest helps to set the stage for improved public understanding of HIV/AIDS and the way it affects people and society in another, very important way:

The Scenarios from Africa contest provides young people with an opportunity to define themselves as central players in efforts to improve public understanding of HIV/AIDS, and to express themselves accordingly.
Without doubt, young people are key beneficiaries of the Scenarios process. However, that process also serves to put young people in a position such that society in general becomes the beneficiary of their knowledge, creativity, and energy.

When asked during post-contest focus-group discussions why they decided to take part in the contest, young people echoed the comments of participants in 1997 and 2000 by stating that their main reason was a desire to raise awareness among young people and among society in general, to inform the under-informed, and “to lend concrete expression to our humanity.”
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2002 Contest:
Benefit for contest organizers
A total of 20,576 young people took part in the 2002 Scenarios from Africa contest. That result was achieved thanks to the efforts of a contest team composed of over 400 partner organizations or individual outreach workers. 

The contest was an opportunity to provide benefit to team members in three main areas:

A. Increase exchange, collaboration and synergies for HIV education at community level and nationally, and between the private, public and NGO sectors.

B. Develop human resources of the project team.

C. Increase local capacity for effective HIV/AIDS education by increasing organizations’ ability to assess target group needs.

Successes achieved in all three of those areas have led to increased confidence among partner organizations in their ability to implement effective HIV/AIDS education activities.

A. Increase exchange, collaboration and synergies for HIV education at community level and nationally, and between the private, public and NGO sector
Contest team members were asked to map out the synergies, partnerships and collaborative efforts that were reinforced or catalyzed by the contest.

Several team members viewed the contest as a concrete way for existing networks, organizations or individual outreach workers to make active and effective use of the training and resources the latter had previously received. In Burkina Faso, for example, the Réseau Africain des Jeunes contre le SIDA (RAJS, African Network of Young People against AIDS) had established scores of youth groups across the country in the months just prior to the contest. They seized upon the contest as a way to energize those youth groups and to create closer links between the youth groups and their communities.

In at least three areas of the core contest zone (the city of Ouahigouya and the surrounding area in Burkina Faso, northern Togo, and the country of Niger), relatively new organizations used the contest as a way to heighten their visibility at local level, to seek out potential long-term partners, and to test that potential collaboration by working together in the execution of the contest. In those three areas, the generation of synergies and new collaboration during the contest was particularly intense. The Niger contest team provided perhaps the finest example to date of Scenarios from Africa collaboration with state structures, concerting its efforts with several different government ministries. The Niger team harvested by far the most scenarios in this year’s contest (2,109), with contributions coming from all corners of that vast country.

Many of the national contest teams were remarkably diverse in their membership, allowing for the collaboration of organizations whose activities might have continued to run parallel to each other had the contest not been cause for them to intersect at last.

The diversity of the 2002 Scenarios from Africa contest team in Senegal is particularly noteworthy. During the contest, the coordinator of the Senegalese team brought the various members together for dialogue and exchange on multiple occasions, with a view to providing opportunities for the creation of longer-term partnerships. The contest team in Senegal included:

· A structure working to improve the health of people living in and near the village of Bandia (CISERM). The lure of highly lucrative sex work at nearby beach resorts is one of the many challenges facing the village in the area of HIV/AIDS.

· An organization that focuses on responding to the needs of street kids in the city of Rufisque (Avenir de l’Enfant).

· An association that, among many other activities, raises HIV awareness among people working in the informal sector, such as gardeners, maids, clandestine taxi drivers… (AJED).

· A Dakar-based NGO specialized in HIV-related training and advocacy (Africa Consultants International).

· A national network of CBOs and NGOs, affiliated with the International AIDS Alliance (Alliance nationale contre le SIDA).

· An organization dedicated to the well-being of girls and women and working in collaboration with numerous local structures (Projet JOG).

· A structure that provides training and diverse forms of assistance in support of small enterprise in Senegal (DynaEntreprises).

· A Catholic organization devoted above all to HIV counseling, testing and care (SIDA Service), working alongside…

· … the Banque Islamique middle school in a poor neighborhood of Dakar’s suburbs, as one key element of a network of school teachers dedicated to the education of disadvantaged girls (RASFEMS).

· An international NGO known as a global leader in the area of reproductive health (FHI).

· the British Council’s English language program (along with its network of English teachers and English clubs across the country), 

· a Norwegian-funded audio-visual training center for young people (FORUT), 

· United States Peace Corps Volunteers throughout Senegal, and

· the German development organization GTZ. 


Scenarios from Africa has a philosophy of being open to new partnerships and of exhibiting willingness to allow organizations to utilize the Scenarios process and audio-visual materials as they see fit, in the context of their own activities, and in pursuit of their own objectives. 

On at least three occasions, leaders of national or local organizations have forged partnerships with Scenarios from Africa as a way to respond to directives from their superiors – directives to the effect that the organization must demonstrate concrete, substantial commitment in the area of HIV/AIDS:

· In one West African country, the head of national television seemed to leap out of his chair when he learned that the Scenarios from the Sahel films would be donated to his station. He explained that he had been summoned by the president of his country the day before, and the president had driven home the point that he was profoundly dissatisfied with the insufficient TV commitment to HIV/AIDS.

· A few years ago, top-ranking authorities in Washington made it clear to USAID-funded programs (and not only health programs) in Africa that they must have an HIV-related component in their activities. In the wake of that directive, Scenarios from Africa benefited immensely from synergies that were instigated by several different USAID-funded programs.

· Just prior to the 2002 Scenarios from Africa contest, leaders of the Catholic church in Mali stated that they wanted to see stepped-up involvement by church structures in the area of AIDS:


B. Develop human resources of the project team

The 2002 Scenarios from Africa contest served to develop the human resources of project team members in the areas of production of audio resources, activity coordination and evaluation, and increased membership.

· In preparation for the contest, the national coordinator in Burkina Faso created two audio resources that were subsequently utilized by team members in francophone countries to mobilize participation:

1. two short radio ads promoting the contest,
2. and the readaptation of the Scenarios from the Sahel soundtrack for radio.

It was the first time that the coordinator and several of her colleagues had created such audio resources. That newly developed capacity is now available to the Scenarios team in the future and to the development community in general in Burkina Faso.
· In all eight core countries, the 2002 Scenarios from Africa contest was coordinated by individuals or organizations playing that role for the first time. National coordinators shouldered a number of responsibilities, including:

1. team building in the run-up to the contest;

2. management of material logistics (provision of contest materials to team members; coordinating the collection and centralization of participants’ scenarios at the end of the contest, etc.);

3. conceptualization and execution of national and local media campaigns;

4. ensuring that team members’ efforts remain concerted, and fostering ongoing dialogue among team members;

5. ongoing remotivation of team members;

6. and execution of monitoring and evaluation activities. In the case of Senegal and Burkina Faso, that included the organization, execution and analysis of focus-group discussions.

Contest results illustrate the fact that, in almost all cases, coordinators were very successful in ensuring widespread participation by young people. 

After the contest, coordinators highlighted the fact that they had learned or refined a number of skills that would be useful to them in their professional lives, whether in the context of Scenarios or in other capacities. 

Several Scenarios partner organizations carry out other youth-mobilization activities (including contests) as part of their programs. Many of them emphasize that the Scenarios contest experience has increased their capacity to conduct those activities with greater efficacy.

· The contest reinforced partner structures by attracting new members and increasing the number of young people interested in the structures’ activities. This was especially true in the case of recently established organizations that used the contest as a way to introduce themselves to their communities.





C. Increase local capacity for effective HIV/AIDS education by increasing organizations’ ability to assess target group needs
The contest and subsequent selection process presented partner organizations with four different opportunities to learn more about their target groups’ needs:

1. Direct dialogue with young people as contest outreach workers visited sites (schools, neighborhood video clubs, youth groups, etc.) where they carried out contest-related awareness-raising activities. Such field visits also allowed contest team representatives to enter into contact with and assess the needs of parents, teachers and community leaders.

2. Visits by participants to the offices of partner organizations. Evaluation reports indicate that many participants visited resource centers with a view to asking questions of qualified individuals.

3. Passive observation of participants’ dialogues during the contest.

4. The study of the content of scenarios submitted by contest participants. This took place on two occasions: 

a. Contest partner organizations often studied the scenarios written by young people in their area before the scenarios were forwarded to the national jury.

b. Every single scenario was carefully read by at least two members of national and international juries. Jurors were not only to select the winners, but also to formulate Juror Observations and Recommendations based on their study of the participants’ works. Core contest team members are, as a rule, represented on the national juries. A summary of the Juror Observations and Recommendations is presented in a separate section of the present report.

All of these opportunities allowed partner structures to gain insights into young people’s levels of related knowledge, their concerns, proposed solutions to pertinent problems, and the language young people use when discussing the epidemic. Local organizations and national and international teams were able to identify areas where the HIV community has succeeded in getting key messages across, and also to determine where work remains to be done.

In addition to assessing the substantive needs of target groups, team members also used the contest as a means to identify certain strategic needs of their organizations. For example:
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2002/3 Selection Process:
Selection Methods
Selecting the winning entries from among the 7,249 scenarios submitted in the 2002 Scenarios from Africa contest was an opportunity for teams of jurors to pursue several objectives, above all:

· to develop synergies and partnerships among jury members and their organizations, 


and,

· through insights gained from their study of hundreds of creative works written by young people in their countries and in the region, to increase their capacity for effective HIV/AIDS education.

This present section is a brief overview of the methods that were used in selecting winning scenarios at the national and, subsequently, the international level.

In each of the core contest countries, juries convened in January and early February, 2003, to choose the 25 national winning scenarios.
 The final, international jury met in Ouagadougou, Burkina Faso in early March to select the 30 international winners from among the national winning scenarios and entries from non-core countries that had been received via e-mail or regular mail.

National selection
National juries used a 5-step process to select the winning entries. In general, the process lasted fifteen days.

1. Day one: Meeting in plenary, jurors took plenty of time to become familiar with one another and to present their organizations, and then they proceeded to discuss in detail the Scenarios from Africa process and objectives, as well as selection criteria and methods. Special emphasis was placed on the fact that jurors were called upon to draft observations pertaining to the content of the young people’s entries, as well as corresponding recommendations for those involved in HIV-related work. At the end of day one, each juror received a batch of entries to take home and grade.

2. Day two to day seven: Jurors worked individually to read and grade scenarios.
3. Day eight: The entire jury met to highlight the challenges they had faced during individual grading and to discuss ways to overcome those challenges. At the end of the meeting, each juror exchanged her or his batch of entries with someone else. In this way, every single scenario was cross-read and graded by two jurors at the national level.

     On average, each national juror read a total of over 100 entries. In the process, jurors took a long and fascinating voyage of discovery through the thoughts of contest participants, learning about their perspectives on HIV/AIDS.
4. Day nine to fourteen: Jurors worked individually to read and grade their second batch of scenarios.

5. Day fifteen: On this final day of the national selection process, debates took place in two stages. First of all, the two jurors who had read a given batch of scenarios compared their grades and then debated among themselves with a view to determining the best entries from that batch. Those discussions were often intense and impassioned. Secondly, a select number of scenarios were debated in plenary. 

     After having finalized the list of national winners, the juries evaluated the selection process. Each juror submitted a completed Observations and Recommendations questionnaire.

International selection
In the weeks prior to the international selection, each juror received a batch of scenarios to read and grade. When the jurors convened in Ouagadougou on March 3, each international finalist scenario had been read and graded by three or four members of the final jury. 

The six-day international selection process in Burkina Faso focused on exchange among the jurors working in progressively larger groups, culminating in plenary debates on the last days of the process. 

In drafting the international jury agenda, special care was taken to ensure that the members of the jury would have multiple, informal opportunities to get to know one another, create new friendships and explore possible collaboration and synergies between their organizations beyond the context of Scenarios from Africa.
At the end of their deliberations, the international jury carried out a critical evaluation of the selection process, and each juror submitted a completed Observations and Recommendations questionnaire.

Suggested improvements for future Scenarios from Africa juries
In the course of the evaluation of the selection process at the national and international levels, jurors suggested a number of specific ways in which the selection process should be improved for future editions of Scenarios from Africa. The following is an overview of the most frequently expressed critical comments:

· In the weeks prior to the beginning of jury work, it is important to provide every juror with a copy of the existing Scenarios from the Sahel / Scenarios from Africa films, along with the request that jurors familiarize themselves with those films before the jury convenes.

· In addition, it would be advisable to provide every juror with a recent document (perhaps from UNAIDS) that contains an overview of the AIDS epidemic in Africa and the state of current efforts in prevention, care and treatment. Jurors would be instructed to study that document in the run-up to the Scenarios selection process.

· At the national level, it would be desirable to carry out some kind of pre-selection with a view to reducing the number of entries to be subsequently considered by the final national jury. This would allow the national jury to devote more time to debate in plenary.

· National jurors strongly requested that the final plenary of the 15-day process last two days instead of just one, so as to allow for more debate.

· The geographic representation in the international jury should be expanded so as to be less francophone and less West African. Efforts should be made to include more jurors from anglophone and lusophone countries, as well as jurors from eastern and southern Africa.

· At the national and international levels, more young people under the age of 25 should be involved as jurors. It was suggested that special attention be paid to past contest winners as prospective jurors.


SCENARIOS FROM AFRICA

2002/3 Selection Process:
The Jurors
The choice of jurors is of critical importance not only for the success of the selection phase, but also for laying the finest possible foundation for the continuation of the Scenarios from Africa process. Over the years it has become evident that those who have served as jurors are the most prolific agents of ongoing synergy creation on behalf of the Scenarios from Africa team.
In the 2002/3 selection process, a total of 113 people from 95 different organizations served as jurors at the national or international level.

As they went about choosing the members of a given jury, selection coordinators placed primary emphasis on the following criteria:  

· At national level, the jurors were to be native to that country. At international level, all jurors were to be African.

· People living with HIV/AIDS and individuals working with structures providing care, treatment and support for PLWHAs were to be given priority consideration.

· Women and men were to be evenly represented in each jury.
· Efforts were to be made to involve representatives of structures that had played a significant role in carrying out the contest. Their participation in the selection process validates and perpetuates their contribution to the project.
· Alongside experts in HIV/AIDS, it was essential to invite specialists in communications, including people from the world of cinema. Film directors who had been contacted with a view to exploring possible collaboration in the production of Scenarios from Africa films were invited to be jurors.

· Efforts were made to think creatively about bringing together people who might well benefit from getting to know one another. The selection process is a great opportunity to foster the creation of sustainable partnerships and synergies.

The international jury, which deliberated in Ouagadougou in early March, 2003, was composed of 14 jurors. Among them were:

· people from 8 different countries (Benin, Burkina Faso, Cameroon, Ghana, Mali, Niger, Senegal, and Togo; the delegate from Guinea Bissau was not able to attend due to reasons beyond his control);

· 7 women and 7 men;

· 7 specialists in HIV/AIDS (prevention, testing and counseling, treatment and care);

· 7 specialists in communications (incl. audio-visual production / cinema, and communications for children and young adults);

· at least three people living with HIV/AIDS;

· 6 people who had coordinated the 2002 contest at national level;

· and one former contest winner

The logistical support team for the final jury, highly professional and much appreciated by the jurors, was provided by the Association African Solidarité, a Ouagadougou-based support organization for people living with HIV/AIDS.
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2002/3 Selection Process:
Benefit for Jurors
A total of 113 people from 95 different organizations served as jurors in the 2002/3 Scenarios from Africa selection process. What benefit did they derive from that experience?

In addition to choosing the winners, jury coordinators and members pursued four primary objectives as they conceptualized and executed the selection process:

A. Increase exchange, collaboration and synergies for HIV education at community level, nationally and regionally, and between the private, public and NGO sectors.

B. Improve jurors’ understanding of HIV/AIDS and the way it affects people and society.

C. Enhance local capacity for effective HIV/AIDS education, above all by providing jurors with an opportunity to study young people’s perspectives on the epidemic, to evaluate the impact of HIV-related programs to date, and to formulate ways to improve activities in the future.

D. Develop human resources of the project team.

The following overview is based on the analysis of questionnaires completed by national and international jurors, as well as evaluative discussions conducted among jurors in plenary. A detailed analysis of the Jurors’ Observations and Recommendations is presented separately.

A. The selection process increases exchange, collaboration and synergies for HIV education at community level, nationally and regionally, and between the private, public and NGO sectors.
National and international juries were made up of people living with HIV/AIDS; young people (including, in some cases, past contest winners); specialists in HIV prevention, treatment and care from CBOs, NGOs, state and international bodies; and experts from various fields related to communications, above all filmmaking. The participation of people from several different fields created a forum for rich interdisciplinary debates, with jurors able to learn from one another’s unique perspectives. 


Several different organizations were represented in each of the juries, allowing for the creation of partnerships between them. In many cases, the Scenarios from Africa jury was the first time that representatives of certain organizations working in the same zone had the opportunity to get to know one another and to collaborate directly. 


B. The selection process is a way to improve jurors’ understanding of HIV/AIDS and the way it affects people and society.
Scenarios from Africa selection debates are a unique way for jurors to learn more about the HIV epidemic and its multiple consequences for individuals, communities and nations. Jurors often state that the selection experience has been a veritable crash course on HIV/AIDS in all its complexity.


The following is a quick example of how jurors learn about HIV/AIDS during deliberations.

A debate among jurors on a scenario pertaining to perceived pros and cons of getting tested for HIV might involve:

· informative remarks by a person working at an HIV testing and counseling center: services available in a given zone, an overview of reasons why people choose to get tested, etc.;

· comments by a PLWHA as to the benefits and challenges she or he has experienced as a result of learning of the positive results of a test, followed by a dialogue with another juror keen to understand in greater detail;

· a prevention expert’s observations on the link between testing and prevention….

Typically, the group of people who state that they have learned the most about HIV/AIDS in the course of jury work are those who work in film production. This year, Scenarios from Africa juries included directors, producers, scriptwriters, actors and actresses, and a costume designer.


C. The selection process enhances local capacity for effective HIV/AIDS education.
The Scenarios from Africa selection process is an innovative, high-impact way to increase partner organizations’ ability to assess target group needs and to implement effective HIV/AIDS education activities. 

Jurors benefit by:

1. gaining insights into young people’s perspectives on the epidemic;

2. measuring the success of past activities in the area of HIV/AIDS;

3. discovering resources (young people’s contest entries) that they might use in the context of activities beyond Scenarios from Africa;

4. and learning methods that can be applied to other activities.

1. Jurors gain insights into young people’s perspectives on the epidemic.

The average Scenarios from Africa juror reads and grades over 100 creative works on HIV/AIDS submitted by young people during the contest; that amounts to something along the lines of 400 to 500 pages of text. In addition, the content of the scenarios is discussed at length by groups of jurors. 

Through this process, jurors are able to glean general insights into young people’s views on HIV/AIDS, identify areas where young people have misunderstood important messages, and formulate ways to adjust the response to the epidemic so as to take account of young people’s views.
a. General insights into young people’s views on HIV/AIDS



b. Misinformation and errors in understanding found in young people’s scenarios

Jurors across the project zone state that they are struck by the persistently high level of misinformation and of HIV-technical errors reflected in the scenarios. 


c. Formulating ways to adjust the response to the epidemic so as to take account of young people’s views
After having studied the scenarios and learned more about young people’s perspectives and misunderstandings, many jurors instinctively move ahead and identify ways to apply their newfound knowledge in the context of their own work:




2. Jurors are able to measure the success of past activities in the area of HIV/AIDS.

When asked how they have benefited from the selection process, the most common response of jurors is that they have been able to evaluate the impact of HIV-related activities to date. That evaluation might apply to the overall efforts of the HIV community in a given country or zone, to the programs of an individual organization or school, or to one’s own work in the field.





The selection process is a way for jurors to identify geographic zones within their country that require special attention when it comes to awareness raising on HIV/AIDS.


Finally, those who serve on international Scenarios from Africa juries have the opportunity to compare the relative strengths and weaknesses of HIV-related efforts in various countries.


3.  Jurors discover resources (young people’s contest entries) that they might use in  

     the context of activities beyond Scenarios from Africa.
During the selection process, jurors invariably express dismay over the fact that only an extremely small percentage of scenarios (just 0.02% of the year 2002 entries) will be turned into a Scenarios from Africa film. They come across many creative works that they would like to make use of in their programs. Jurors are actively encouraged to do just that, as long as the young author is always prominently acknowledged and none of the scenarios is used in a for-profit venture.



In the wake of the 2002/3 selection processes, several initiatives are already underway to make use of scenarios that were not declared international winners:

· Niger: The Initiative Jeunes, the structure that so ably coordinated the contest and national selection process, is busy studying the Niger entries with a view to utilizing some of them in their programs.

· Burkina Faso: The NGO Save the Children/Netherlands intends to use some of the entries of Burkina Faso in the production of booklets containing comic strips or stories for awareness-raising activities among young people in the NGO’s target provinces.

· United States: The national winning scenarios from Ghana have already been put to good use as resource materials in the context of a course on health communications taught at the Rollins School of Public Health of Emory University in Atlanta.
4. Jurors learn methods that can be applied to other activities.
Some Scenarios from Africa jurors are responsible for conceptualizing and carrying out youth-mobilization activities in their own communities, and they seize upon the selection process as a way to study methodologies that they might adapt and apply in their own activities.


D. The selection process is a way to develop human resources of the project team.
As discussed in preceding passages of this section, Scenarios from Africa jurors report that the selection process is a way to acquire valuable new knowledge and skills. There are two more ways in which the team’s human resources are developed, namely the discovery of young local talent that can be called upon to enhance partners’ programs and the incitement to action or remotivation of jurors in HIV-related efforts. 
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Young people against AIDS!

2002/2003 CONTEST

THE WINNERS

The 30 international winners
	NAME
	SEX
	AGE
	CITY, COUNTRY

	Alaza Agbataou
	M
	22
	Cotonou, BENIN

	Roméo Akpo
	M
	20
	Cotonou, BENIN

	Marcel C. Sourou Gninkinme
	M
	24
	Cotonou, BENIN

	Abdoul Razakh Cissé
	M
	22
	Ouagadougou, BURKINA FASO

	Olivier Kaboré
	M
	22
	Ouagadougou, BURKINA FASO

	Sanwé Médard Kiénou
	M
	20
	Ouagadougou, BURKINA FASO

	Boureima Ouédraogo
	M
	20
	Ouagadougou, BURKINA FASO

	Rita Diane Sanwidi
	F
	23
	Ouagadougou, BURKINA FASO

	Blaise Anaï Samaki
	M
	22
	Yaoundé, CAMEROON

	Digbé Grobly Jean Vincent
	M
	18
	Abidjan, COTE D’IVOIRE

	Stéphanie Mamadou
	F
	16
	COTE D’IVOIRE

	Nassiva Grace Dovi
	F
	15
	Accra, GHANA

	Ibrahim Barry
	M
	14
	Kita, MALI

	Aïchata Diallo
	F
	21
	Bougouni, MALI

	Aminata Soukouna
	F
	13
	Bougouni, MALI

	Maman Lawali Tankari
	M
	20
	Niamey, NIGER

	Chibuzo Mbata
	M
	23
	Owerri, NIGERIA

	Businge Abidi Christian
	M
	10
	Hoima, UGANDA

	Carine Lawson
	F
	18
	Bangui, CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC

	Sandra Nsambi Nzali
	F
	20
	DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF CONGO

	Aby Fall
	F
	23
	Derklé, SENEGAL

	Djibril Mbaye
	M
	19
	Bargny, SENEGAL

	Lamine Sagna
	M
	21
	Yeumbeul Nord, SENEGAL

	Ndèye Diasse Samb
	F
	18
	Dakar, SENEGAL

	Mohamadou Thiam
	M
	12
	Guédiawaye, SENEGAL

	Marième Seydi Touré
	F
	19
	Pikine, SENEGAL

	B.M. Badagnaki Agba
	F
	23
	Dapaong, TOGO

	Kossi Yesunyo Gossou
	M
	18
	Tsévié, TOGO

	K. Adrien M. Folly-Notsron
	M
	19
	Lomé, TOGO

	Badibalaki Wembie
	M
	18
	Ele, TOGO


The TV5 grand prize ($1,000) was awarded to Sandra Nsambi Nzali of the Democratic Republic of Congo.
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2002/3 Selection Process:
Juror Observations and Recommendations
A total of 113 people from 95 different organizations served as jurors in the 2002/3 Scenarios from Africa selection process. They faced the difficult but fascinating task of choosing the winners from among the 7,249 entries in the 2002 contest. The duration of national and international selection juries varied from 6 to 15 days.

The average Scenarios from Africa juror read and graded over 100 creative works on HIV/AIDS submitted by young people during the contest; that amounts to something along the lines of 400 to 500 pages of text. In addition, the entries were discussed at length by groups of jurors. In this way, jurors were able to take a full-immersion voyage of discovery through the thoughts and experiences of young people.

The selection process is, in short, an intense and innovative form of qualitative analysis of contest participants’ views on HIV/AIDS. It allows Scenarios from Africa teams to achieve the following objectives:
A.
Improve jurors’ understanding of HIV/AIDS and the way it affects people and society.

B.
Enhance local capacity for effective HIV/AIDS education, above all by providing jurors with an opportunity to learn about young people’s perspectives on the epidemic, to evaluate the impact of HIV-related programs to date, and to formulate recommendations for improving activities in the future.

Jurors in six of the core contest countries (Burkina Faso, Ghana, Mali, Niger, Senegal and Togo) were informed at the beginning of the selection process that they would each be formulating written responses to the following questions as they studied and discussed contest entries:

1. In what ways (if any) did the content of the scenarios in general surprise you favorably? (That is to say, did you find unexpected elements in the scenarios that indicate that the HIV/AIDS community in your area has been doing especially good work?)
2. What would you say are the most important shortcomings or gaps in young people's knowledge with regard to HIV/AIDS?

3. In what ways do the scenarios provide insights into unfavorable attitudes pertaining to HIV/AIDS or to people living with HIV?

4. In what ways do the scenarios give insights into existing practices or behaviors that have not been sufficiently addressed to date? 

5. Based on your reading and on your observations, what specific, concrete recommendations would you make to those involved in HIV-related activities in your area so that they might improve their work?

The present document is a summary of the responses provided by jurors to those five questions.

_____________________________

1. “In what ways (if any) did the content of the scenarios in general surprise you favorably? (That is to say, did you find unexpected elements in the scenarios that indicate that the HIV/AIDS community in your area has been doing especially good work?)”
Analysis of the comments submitted by jurors reveals that a certain number of favorable observations pertaining to young people’s scenarios were shared by jurors in most or all six countries, namely:

a. High levels of awareness and knowledge of HIV/AIDS

b. Strong personal commitment and involvement in HIV-related efforts
c. Healthy attitudes toward people living with HIV

d. Good general knowledge of and attitudes toward HIV testing

e. Critical views on certain traditional practices and behaviors among adults

a. High levels of awareness and knowledge

This was by far the most frequently voiced favorable observation. Jurors were pleased to note that:

· An ever-growing proportion of young people is convinced of the existence of HIV/AIDS. 

· Participants have a good understanding of the magnitude of the epidemic, and many grasp the extent of existing and potential consequences for society.



· Young people in all six countries demonstrated what jurors described as a surprisingly high level of knowledge with regard to the basic facts of HIV transmission and prevention.  In Togo, however, jurors discovered a marked difference in knowledge levels between the “well-informed South and the under-informed North.”




b. Strong personal commitment and involvement in HIV-related efforts
Jurors in several countries underscored the high degree of activism, even militancy, expressed by young people in their scenarios. Young people “show a manifest desire to make AIDS disappear.” This was particularly pronounced in Mali.


c. Healthy attitudes toward people living with HIV

In most of the national selection committees involved in this study, several jurors stated that they were favorably impressed by the positive attitudes toward people living with HIV/AIDS that participants expressed in their entries. (Interestingly, as will be discussed in later  section of the present document, other jurors highlight persistently unhealthy attitudes toward PLWHAs as being among the most disturbing shortcomings revealed in young people’s stories.)

Jurors made the following favorable observations in this area:

· Many scenarios are replete with messages of solidarity for PLWHAs and a pointed dismissal of discrimination, rejection and stigmatization. 


· Young people are aware of the importance of supporting and caring for those living with HIV, and they have a sense of how best to go about it.



· Some young authors highlighted the important role that PLWHAs can play in HIV-related activities, as well as an understanding of the fact that it is possible to live positively with the virus.
d. Good general knowledge of and attitudes toward HIV testing

With the exception of Ghana, jurors in all countries said that one of the things that struck them most favorably in the scenarios they read and discussed was the prominent role of HIV testing and young people’s positive attitudes toward the test. This was particularly pronounced in Burkina Faso.


Jurors noted that in an impressive number of scenarios, young authors wrote HIV testing into stories about people considering marriage.


e. Critical views on certain traditional practices and behaviors among adults

Naturally, contest participants drew attention to dangerous behaviors displayed by their peers. However, jurors made special note of the fact that young people were often harshly and explicitly critical of certain traditional practices and of irresponsible behavior displayed by adults.

The traditional practices most often denounced by young authors were (in descending order of frequency):

· wife inheritance, a tradition whereby a man must marry his deceased brother’s wife, regardless of his brother’s cause of death;

· female genital mutilation;

· ceremonial scarring;

· and forced marriage.

Often, the young authors suggested ways to overcome the HIV-related dangers that can be presented by certain traditional practices. Some advocate banning a given practice altogether, while others suggest altering the practice so as to render it less harmful.

It appears that many young people seized the opportunity presented by the contest to demand that their rights be respected and that those in power take their responsibilities more seriously.



__________________________________

The following are a few additional favorable observations, each made by jurors in only a limited number of countries.
In Ghana and in Niger, jurors discovered that young authors sought to draw attention to a dangerous link between HIV on the one hand, and poverty or the pursuit of material gain on the other.


In Senegal, jurors pointed out that young authors had identified the potential dangers of peer pressure.


2. 
“What would you say are the most important shortcomings or gaps in young people's knowledge with regard to HIV/AIDS?”
The following is an overview of problems identified by jurors with regard to young people’s knowledge in six main areas, namely:

a. modes of HIV transmission;

b. means of prevention of sexual transmission;

c. assessment of personal risk as a function of belonging to a “risk group” (as opposed to risky behaviors);

d. purported ability to identify PLWHAs by sight;

e. counseling and testing;

f. and – above all -- non-symptomatic seropositivity and the speed of the progression of HIV/AIDS in the body.

a. Modes of HIV transmission
The jurors cited very few problems associated with young people’s knowledge of the modes of HIV transmission, and none of those problems was cited by more than a total of two or three jurors. In general, jurors’ observations in this area had to do with the fact that some young people did not have a good understanding of the magnitude of the risk of one form of transmission relative to that of the other modes. 

Strikingly absent from the young people’s scenarios was talk of sexually transmitted infections as factors that can facilitate HIV infection. STIs were also rarely mentioned in the entries in the 1997 and 2000 Scenarios from the Sahel contests.

b. Means of preventing sexual transmission
Almost no shortcomings or gaps in knowledge in the area of the means of prevention were cited by the jurors – even fewer than in the case of the modes of HIV transmission. 

Absolutely no such shortcomings or gaps were cited by the jurors in Burkina Faso, Ghana and Senegal.
So, it would appear that contest participants have a rather solid understanding of the basic facts of transmission and prevention. That’s the good news….

c. Assessment of personal risk as a function of “risk groups” (as opposed to risky behaviors)

A serious problem highlighted by numerous jurors from all six countries is the fact that many young people have come to the conclusion that certain groups are a priori at high risk of being infected with HIV (emigrants, expatriates, professional sex workers, the wealthy, people living in or coming from cities…), whereas others are not at risk, regardless of their behavior. It is evident that for many young people, the concept of risk groups has not yet been superseded by a focus on risky behaviors in the face of HIV/AIDS.




d. Purported ability to identify people living with HIV/AIDS by sight

In several countries, and in particular in Togo and Niger, jurors observed with alarm that significant numbers of young people appear to be of the conviction that it is possible to know if a person is living with HIV simply by looking at him or her. 



e. Counseling and testing


Hundreds of scenarios written in the 2002 Scenarios from Africa contest include significant reference to HIV testing. As was mentioned above, jurors were pleased to observe that many young people automatically speak of HIV testing before marriage. Unfortunately, jurors in all six countries discovered some serious problems with regard to young people’s understanding of certain technical aspects of testing.

Pre- and post-test counseling are generally absent from scenarios in which an HIV test takes place. In those cases where counseling is indeed portrayed, it is usually done in very poor fashion.


Limited understanding of counseling and its role might be one reason why many young people write of HIV testing as a horrible experience.


In addition, there is a great deal of confusion about how a test actually takes place, what the various stages of the process are, and above all the duration and appropriate timing of HIV testing. In general, young people dramatically underestimate the amount of time a person must wait to receive results from the test.


f. Non-symptomatic seropositivity and the speed of the progression of HIV/AIDS in the body
It is disappointing and disconcerting to note that the most commonly observed shortcoming or gap in young people’s HIV-related knowledge in 2002 was the same problem cited as being most severe by jurors in 1997 and in 2000:

Young people still do not understand non-symptomatic seropositivity and seriously overestimate the speed of the progression of HIV/AIDS in the body.
This was by far the most commonly cited problem by jurors in all six countries.

Jurors dismay over the fact that young people are not able to distinguish correctly between being HIV-positive and living with AIDS. 


The concept of being a “healthy carrier” of HIV is not at all understood. Young people in general do not comprehend the concept that a person living with HIV can lead a healthy, fulfilling life for a very long time. Rather, in participants’ scenarios HIV infection leads to death with highly unrealistic speed.




Jurors seem to have identified one of the reasons for the young authors’ pessimistic perspective on the consequences of HIV infection, namely the fact that contest participants are generally unaware of the existence and the benefits of anti-retroviral therapies.
3.
“In what ways do the scenarios provide insights into unfavorable attitudes pertaining to HIV/AIDS or to people living with HIV?”

Scenarios from Africa jurors observed radically diverging attitudes toward people living with HIV/AIDS in young people’s stories. As was mentioned above, some jurors are of the opinion that positive attitudes toward PLWHAs were among the most favorable features of the scenarios they read and discussed. However, the predominant point of view among jurors is that the scenarios reveal disturbing, harmful attitudes toward those living with the virus and their families.

Jurors’ observations on this matter fall into two categories:

a. Reasons behind the discrimination, stigmatization and rejection of people living with HIV/AIDS;

b. Expressions and consequences of discrimination, stigmatization and rejection.

a. 
Reasons behind the discrimination, stigmatization and rejection of people living with HIV/AIDS

Jurors observed that young authors tended to be automatically judgmental and moralistic in their depictions of people living with HIV/AIDS. Moral judgment of PLWHAs continues to be a pervasive reflex in all six countries of this study. Jurors frequently denounced the judgmental, moralistic approach; young authors consider it natural and normal.

God and religion are often introduced into the picture, with young Moslems and young Christians using more or less identical terms to depict “divine condemnation” of those living with HIV/AIDS.



If “good, respectable people” are not being infected by HIV, who is?

According to a very large number of young authors, the answer is simple and obvious: it is sinners who become infected, those who have led a “bad”, immoral sex life.



The “bad” people fall into very distinct groups, above all sexual “vagrants” (i.e., those with multiple partners – legal polygamy aside – and those who have sex before or outside of marriage) and professional sex workers (always referred to as “prostitutes”).



In Ghana, the concept of “bad” people appears to have been taken to a new level:


Young people’s scenarios reveal that moralistic judgmentalism is the overriding reason for discrimination, stigmatization and rejection. However, fear of contamination through everyday contact is also cited as a reason in a certain, relatively small, number of scenarios.

Discrimination, stigmatization and rejection are depicted at home, at school and at work. Not only PLWHAs are subjected to such treatment, but also those presumed to be positive, children of PLWHAs (and, later on, orphans), and other family members.

b. Expressions and consequences of discrimination, stigmatization and rejection

According to the jurors, young people’s scenarios often speak of efforts to isolate those living with HIV/AIDS.



The future of those who test positive is not portrayed favorably at all. How can a “bad” person be depicted as living a happy, healthy, fulfilling life? Rather, the future of a PLWHA, as created by the young authors, features morally-founded constraints and despair.



For an alarmingly large number of young authors, the future of a PLWHA will also involve sinister behavior by that person, typically the willful spreading of the virus to others.


Moralization, judgmental comments and glances, marginalization and even physical isolation, limited future prospects, and suspicion of sinister behavior all combine to create a situation such that people are dissuaded from getting tested for HIV. In such an environment, public knowledge of one’s positive status is perceived as a devastating prospect.

In conclusion:


4. 
“In what ways do the scenarios give insights into existing practices or behaviors that have not been sufficiently addressed to date?” 

First and foremost, jurors observed that young people’s stories revealed that youths may have come a long way when it comes to learning information, but that behavior change is lagging well behind.



In addition to those general observations, jurors highlighted the following specific problem areas when it comes to behaviors and practices (by descending order of frequency of mention):

a. Dangerous behaviors and practices linked to women’s vulnerability

b. Risky traditional practices (such as wife inheritance)

c. Lack of parent-child dialogue

d. The test as a matter of personal responsibility
a. Dangerous behaviors and practices linked to women’s vulnerability

By far, the most frequently cited shortcomings observed with regard to behaviors and practices have to do with women’s vulnerability. Jurors spoke of several different factors contributing to women’s vulnerability, primarily their submissive status in relationships and consequent limited freedom of expression, and poverty.

As a result of her status, a woman is often not able to ensure her own protection through dialogue with her partner
:



Poverty and associated risk-taking by women were observed in the stories written by young people in all six countries of this study, but the phenomenon was most pronounced in Ghana.



b. Risky traditional practices

Jurors observed that the young authors were keen to draw attention to harmful traditional practices (as was mentioned in 1.e. above). 


Several jurors felt that young people were trying to say that these matters must be given more attention in awareness-raising activities.

c. Lack of parent-child dialogue

According to the young authors, parent-child dialogue on HIV/AIDS and related topics simply is not taking place.



d. The HIV test as a matter of personal responsibility

Young people appear to have a general understanding of what the test is, but they do not have a good sense of how the test works (as was mentioned in 2.e. above), and individuals do not seem to have incorporated testing into their personal behaviors in response to HIV.


When characters in the scenarios do seek out testing, it is frequently upon the suggestion or urging of others.


JUROR RECOMMENDATIONS
5.  “Based on your reading and on your observations, what specific, concrete recommendations would you make to those involved in HIV-related activities in your area so that they might improve their work?”
Members of the selection committees in six of the Scenarios from Africa 2002/3 core countries formulated recommendations for future actions on HIV/AIDS. Their recommendations are based on shortcomings revealed in the thousands of stories written by young people during the 3rd edition of the Scenarios contests in Africa. 

Jurors’ recommendations fall within five main areas. The following is a list of those areas, along with specific sub-points addressed by jurors:

a. BASIC FACTS ON HIV/AIDS
i. Modes of HIV transmission

ii. Means of prevention 

iii. Purported ability to identify PLWHAs by sight

iv. Non-symptomatic seropositivity and the speed of the progression of HIV/AIDS in the body

b. FACTORS ACCENTUATING RISK
i. Concept of “risk groups”; lack of perception of individual risk
ii. Women’s vulnerability, poverty

iii. Risky traditional practices 

iv. Lack of parent-child dialogue

c. COUNSELING AND TESTING

d. SUPPORT FOR PEOPLE LIVING WITH HIV/AIDS

i. Fighting discrimination, stigmatization, and rejection

ii. Other forms of support for PLWHAs
e. ORPHANS AND VULNERABLE CHILDREN

These recommendations will be circulated widely to those involved in HIV-related activities in the six countries in question.

In addition, jurors’ recommendations will play a central role in the preparation and production of the forthcoming collection of 15 Scenarios from Africa films, as well as in the Users’ Guide for that collection. 

Except when otherwise specified, all of the following recommendations were suggested by jurors from a majority of the countries in question.
a. BASIC FACTS ON HIV/AIDS
i.  Modes of HIV transmission
· Modes of transmission other than unprotected sex must be explained more clearly so that people have a correct understanding of why and under what circumstances certain practices (such as sharing razor blades) are risky. 
· Greater emphasis must be placed on the relationship between sexually transmitted infections and HIV/AIDS.  [Jurors in Senegal]
ii. 
Means of prevention
· Intensify awareness-raising activities among those who work with cutting instruments (such as barbers) so that they understand the dangers of HIV.  [Togo]

· Improve access to condoms by making them more widely available and by reducing their price. [Niger]

iii.
Purported ability to identify PLWHAs by sight
· Drive home the point that the only way to know if a person is living with HIV/AIDS is the HIV test.
· Exercise caution when describing “common symptoms” of AIDS, as that information can be easily misinterpreted and incorrectly applied.
iv.
Non-symptomatic seropositivity and the speed of the progression of HIV/AIDS in the body

· Devise new means to describe the difference between being HIV-positive and living with AIDS. Dramatically intensify efforts in this area.

· Help people gain a clear understanding of the speed of the progression of HIV in the body. 

· Emphasize the fact that an HIV-positive person can live a healthy, fulfilling life for a long time (even in the absence of anti-retroviral drugs).

b. FACTORS ACCENTUATING RISK


i.    Concept of “risk groups”; lack of perception of individual risk
· Make it clear to young people and to the public at large that risk is not a function of belonging to a given group of people. Rather, one’s risk level depends on one’s own behaviors.

· Shatter the illusion that the risks of HIV infection are present elsewhere, far away, but not in one’s own town or country.
ii.   Women’s vulnerability, poverty

· Girls must be provided with culturally-specific skills that they can apply in efforts to ensure their own protection from sexual transmission. They must be exposed to various skills for saying “no” to sex and for negotiating safer sex.

· Through multi-sectoral approaches to curbing the spread of HIV, place emphasis on improving the economic situation of women.

· Strive to help girls understand the dangers of selling their bodies in return for material gain. Give them the skills they need to identify and pursue other options.


iii. Risky traditional practices (such as wife inheritance, forced marriage, FGM)

· At community level and through face-to-face dialogue, help those who engage in certain potentially risky practices to understand precisely why those practices can be dangerous. Work with them to find solutions that are respectful of the underlying values of the practices and that take into account the dangers of HIV.
iv.
Lack of parent-child dialogue 
· Be innovative! Think creatively about new ways to foster parent-child dialogue.
· Give parents knowledge and skills that they need to carry out a discussion with their children on HIV/AIDS.
· Develop child-parent dialogue! Work actively with kids who have been provided information on HIV/AIDS in an effort to raise awareness among parents. 
c.  COUNSELING AND TESTING
· Increase public awareness of the test:
· counseling and its role;
· the benefits of knowing one’s status;
· the value and utility of the test for society;
· how the test works (the process, timing, waiting periods).
· Continue to develop the reflex of getting tested before marriage.
· Encourage and support the development of more centers for voluntary counseling and testing; make those services more widely available beyond capital cities.
· Make sure that the public has detailed information about existing counseling and testing services.
d.  SUPPORT FOR PEOPLE LIVING WITH HIV/AIDS
i. Fighting discrimination, stigmatization, and rejection
· When it comes to public attitudes toward people living with HIV/AIDS, bring about a massive paradigm shift from moralizing and being judgmental to demonstrating understanding and acceptance. Specifically:
· Take shame out of the equation.
· Improve awareness-raising strategies so as to ensure that people understand the fact that existing stereotypes are not founded in fact.
· Help people understand why and to what extent those stereotypes are hurtful to people living with the virus and to their families.
· Develop a more positive image of PLWHAs by highlighting the fact that all kinds of people are directly affected by the virus. 

· Inform the public about human rights as they apply to PLWHAs and their families.
· Lobby national governments to ensure that laws protecting PLWHAs and their families are in place and enforced.
· Avoid hurtful vocabulary (“AIDS victim”, “AIDS patient”, “AIDS orphan”, etc.) and consistently correct the use of such terms.

ii.
Other forms of support for people living with HIV/AIDS

· Drive home the point that a positive test result is not a death sentence.

· Inform people living with HIV, their families, and the public in general as to the non-medical steps that can be taken so that a PLWHA leads a healthy life (nutrition, hygiene, stress management…). 

· Make sure that families and communities are well-versed in the many things they can do, even in a situation of material poverty, to provide care and support to a person living with the virus.

· Do a better job of incorporating questions of care and support for PLWHA into school-based programs on HIV/AIDS.

· Stimulate and support the development of more support centers for PLWHAs, especially in areas outside of capital cities. Reinforce existing structures, and encourage people living with the virus to make use of those facilities.
· Anti-retroviral drugs (ARVs)

· Increase knowledge of ARVs: what they are, how they work, their actual cost and availability in a given country, and the fact that ARVs are not to be viewed as a substitute for prevention.
· Influence national budget debates and lobby international decision-makers so as to develop health infrastructure in such a way as to facilitate the administration of ARVs.

· Lobby national governments and international decision-makers so as to make ARVs more widely available and at a lower cost in Africa.
e. ORPHANS AND VULNERABLE CHILDREN

· Place much more emphasis on awareness-raising and programs designed to meet the needs of orphans and vulnerable children.

____________________________________
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SCENARIOS FROM AFRICA 2002 


CONTEST TEAM IN BURKINA FASO








CONTEST COORDINATOR 





(Olga Ouédraogo)








PRIMARY CONTEST PARTNERS





Association African Solidarité: a structure involved in HIV counseling and testing, support for PLWHAs, prevention and advocacy


Réseau Africain des Jeunes contre le SIDA: a nation-wide network of youth organizations


Jeunesse Active du Burkina: an organization focusing on awareness-raising in schools


Association Cri du Coeur Yatenga: a new CBO based in the city of Ouahigouya


Peace Corps


UNFPA








STRUCTURES MOBILIZED BY COORDINATOR 


AND BY PRIMARY PROJECT PARTNERS





83 schools or individual teachers: primary, secondary and 


     post-secondary, private and public, regular and vocational


29 youth outreach workers


10 regional branches of a network of youth organizations


8  neighborhood video cinemas


5  Peace Corps Volunteers (min.) and their local partners


5  roadside cafés


4  radio stations


2  centers for people living with HIV/AIDS


2  development associations


1  TV station


1  Internet café


1  English teaching center


1  local youth newspaper


1  international NGO


1  women’s association


1  Catholic seminary


1  theater training association























1,099 scenarios





2,715 total participants








INTERNATIONAL 


PUBLICITY CAMPAIGN





Planète Jeunes (youth magazine)





TV5 (international satellite broadcaster)





Contest websites








“Contest participation in teams often led to discussions in which team members voiced contradictory points of view relevant to facts on HIV/AIDS. This created situations whereby those who disagreed with each other sought out qualified human resources to determine who was right.” 


						SIDA Service, Tambacounda, Senegal





“During the contest, there was a steady stream of young people visiting our center to ask questions about HIV. Some of them discovered and made good use of our documentation center.”


					      Jeunesse Active du Burkina, Ouagadougou





“Young people’s curiosity was aroused by the contest, and this allowed them to develop their reflex to proactively identify and explore reliable sources of information, such as health personnel and documentation centers.”


				                 Alliance Nationale contre le SIDA, Senegal





“During the contest, parents came to our structure to get more information on HIV. They wanted to be able to better help their kids write their scenarios.”


    Association Cri du Coeur, Ouahigouya, Burkina Faso





“At a private junior high school in Tamba and at a high school, students who took part in the contest in 2000 and 2002 pressed their natural science teachers to provide them with more knowledge on STIs and AIDS. Subsequently, those teachers came to our center to request teaching materials and to ask that we come deliver presentations in their classes.”


				     SIDA Service, Tambacounda, Senegal





“Pupils at the Tidjani Elementary School forged relationships with our networks and requested that we periodically carry out awareness-raising activities at their school.”


                      Gesellschaft für technische Zusammenarbeit, Pikine, Senegal





“The most important achievement of the contest is the amount of time taken by young people to discuss AIDS and to convince themselves of the reality of AIDS. … Even those who didn’t take part often engaged in discussions on HIV/AIDS as a result of the contest. … Most of the discussions were among young people themselves or between young people and resource structures and individuals, above all teachers or health workers.”


							     A teacher in San, Mali





“The variety of suggested situations led to a dialogue among youths and between young people and qualified sources of information.”





							A teacher in Sikasso, Mali





“The contest generated dialogue:





during projections of the Scenarios from the Sahel films [used by team members to introduce and contextualize the contest], 





while participants decided which topic they wanted to write about,





and while those working in teams drafted their scenarios together.





In addition, the contest radio ads and contest posters created dialogue within the community and among resource structures.”





Association Cri du Coeur, Ouahigouya, Burkina Faso





“It is important to underscore the fact that many children wrote their scenarios in dialogue with their parents or siblings.”





Association African Solidarité, Burkina Faso





“The marked improvement in knowledge levels became evident when we [teachers] asked specific questions at the end of the contest pertaining to topics that had been the source of confusion among students when the contest began.”


Teacher, Pikine, Senegal





“The variety of suggested situations created a dialogue among young people and between youths and resource structures and individuals. During those discussions, we were able to gauge the magnitude of the danger that HIV/AIDS presents for our nations and communities.”


								  Teacher, Sikasso, Mali





“During the contest, participants became much more aware of what caring for a person living with AIDS entails.”


     The head of the Catholic school system in Mali





“The Scenarios from Africa contest has been an opportunity for some young people to identify their own problems in the area of HIV/AIDS.”  “The contest creates an atmosphere of exchange among young people. During their discussions, they become aware of the risks that they have taken in the course of their intimate lives, and that prompts them to take on a more responsible behavior.”





CESAC, a center for counseling, testing, treatment and care, Bamako, Mali





“In our opinion, the primary impact of the Scenarios contest is accentuated personal awareness of AIDS among young people, which might well be translated into change of behavior in their sex lives.”





      Association Cri du Coeur, Ouahigouya, Burkina Faso





“The contest increased awareness of the dangers of AIDS. As a result of that, we have observed a change in the attitudes and behaviors of young people who previously still questioned the veracity of the existence of AIDS.”





        A teacher, Sikasso, Mali





“The contest allowed us to work for the first time with structures such as the le Cours Sainte Marie de Hann, le CEM Tidjani, and le Petit séminaire de Ngasobil. Four networks collaborated with us in the contest for the first time.





“A total of 16 networks in the Pikine area took part in the contest.





“Scenarios from Africa has facilitated the newfound partnership between the CEM Tidjani and two of our networks, Dominique and Municipal II. That link was forged in the wake of the screening of Scenarios from the Sahel films at the Senegalese National Assembly during special plenary meetings for parliamentarians on STIs/AIDS.





“Finally, the contest allowed us to work together with other GTZ-funded projects, namely Fankanta in Kolda, Alpha Femme in Kaolack, and Maintenance Hospitalière.”





   An excerpt from the final contest report of the GTZ/Pikine





“During the diocese meetings in September 2002, the bishop called upon all structures of the church to take a more active part in awareness-raising activities on AIDS. For the Catholic school system, Scenarios from Africa served as an ideal way to get the ball rolling.”





      A representative of the Catholic school system in San, Mali





“The contest allowed us to publicize the activities of our brand-new organization. During the contest, a lot of young people sought us out and got to know us. In short, it has facilitated our awareness-raising efforts.”





Association Cri du Coeur, Ouahigouya, Burkina Faso





“It [the contest] allows us to meet young people whom we had not reached in the past. Among them, we found many youths who have subsequently signed up as volunteers in our organization.”





“The contest gives our organization a special kind of aura.”





SIDA Service, Tambacounda, Senegal





“As far as [contest] impact is concerned, the most striking thing for us is that we came to realize the urgent necessity of providing better information on AIDS through our schools.”


    A teacher, Sikasso, Mali





“I am really moved by the scenarios that I’ve read. This has been a fantastic experience for me. My community will benefit greatly from the work we have done here."


				      A member of the national jury in Burkina Faso





“The diversity of the participants made for extremely useful discussions that shed light on many different aspects of HIV/AIDS.”





    A member of the national jury in Niger





“This has allowed me to develop convincing arguments for use in awareness-raising activities and to learn of the existence of certain organizations and associations involved in the fight against AIDS.”





        An audio-visual specialist, member of the national jury in Mali





“It’s been very useful, especially because I’ve come to know structures and individuals working in the field [of HIV/AIDS]. Now, when our partners ask for assistance that we cannot provide, I’m in a position to refer them to qualified sources of support and information.”





       A member of the national jury in Senegal





“The exchanges among jurors were instructive and productive. Now that I’m more informed and more aware of the socio-cultural, medical and human aspects of HIV/AIDS, I am better placed to share reliable information with friends and family and in the context of my activities.”





   A communications expert, member of the international jury from Burkina Faso





“As a juror, I’ve come to understand that little children have a well developed creative spirit. I’m a scriptwriter, and I’ve learned a lot.”





A member of the national jury in Mali





“I will be shooting some of the [Scenarios from Africa] films. The comments of my fellow jurors have helped me to clarify and specify the intentions, objectives and appropriate approach of the films.”





Fanta Régina Nacro, film director, member of the international jury from Burkina Faso





“It’s all been very useful, very enriching. One learns an enormous amount, especially about the way the youth perceive, cope with and put into action anything to do with HIV/AIDS. One is forced to enter into the psychology of African youth and that can only help in understanding and improving our environment.”


       A member of the international jury from Ghana





“I take note of the fact that young people have their own ideas, their own, specific defense mechanisms with regard to HIV/AIDS. They deal with the matter head-on without allowing taboos to get in the way.”





A member of the national jury in Mali





“I observe that some entries really are lacking in precision. Those shortcomings must be corrected in the course of our awareness-raising activities on STIs/HIV/AIDS.”





“As a member of a care and treatment association for people living with HIV/AIDS …, I have been able to identify relevant points that have not been understood and upon which we must place greater emphasis.”





     Members of the national jury in Togo





“Young people’s views on AIDS help me to find my bearings in an objective manner  when it comes to my IEC activities on behalf of women.”





      A member of the national jury in Niger





“I now understand the thought processes of young adults so far as this subject is concerned, and as a programme officer in charge of HIV/AIDS, I am now going to carry out programmes that will address the needs of these young ones.”





    A member of the national jury in Ghana





“My participation [as a juror] will be very useful for me in the course of my activities. I am a health advisor for a company, and the discussions and certain scenarios contained lots of ideas pertaining to AIDS in the workplace.”





					    A member of the national jury in Burkina Faso





“Participation enabled judges working in the field to evaluate their own campaigns by reading what youth think about HIV/AIDS and what they know. Steps can now be taken or thought of to correct misconceptions about or amongst the youth.”


         A member of the national jury in Ghana





“My involvement will prove useful to me, as it has enabled me to assess how things have been going in the field and the extent to which communities have benefited from activities. It is a new kind of evaluation that will allow me to readjust strategies and activities, to know which resources to use for different target groups, and to improve communication techniques and messages.





A member of the international jury from Togo





“This helps me to identify strategies and programs that work and yield results.”





“Our participation has allowed us to evaluate our strengths and weaknesses. We get the impression that young people’s scenarios are a real ‘social thermometer’ that helps us to evaluate levels of knowledge in society.”





Members of the national jury in Niger





“Taking part in this jury has allowed us to gauge the impact of messages that have been directed at young people and to evaluate the possible interpretations of the messages and images. It’s very useful feedback that will help shape future trends in IEC.”


      A member of the national jury in Senegal





“My participation in the jury has helped me to pinpoint certain under-informed or incorrectly informed areas. I intend to carry out stepped-up awareness-raising activities in the identified zones.”





						       A member of the national jury in Togo





“In such a short time, I have been able to update myself on the stop-AIDS campaign in Africa, and to become familiar with breakthroughs achieved in some countries and persistent backwardness in others. This is a precious forum for exchanging information and resources on HIV-related communications.”





       A member of the international jury from Niger





“We train and supervise peer educators in schools, and some of the scenarios could be made use of by those outreach workers.”





“I would like to photocopy some of the texts so as to help students create a sketch on HIV testing.” 


    Members of the national jury in Togo





“I suggest that the some of these works be transformed into brochures so that they might be used as resources in the fight against AIDS.”





						    A member of the national jury in Mali





“This experience has allowed us to become more familiar with selection methods that we will use for similar contests that we intend to organize in our towns and villages.”


						A member of the national jury in Togo





“By having participated in this process, I am now able to organize contests like this in my area.”


						A member of the national jury in Niger





“This was the first time I’ve taken part in a Scenarios jury. I learned a lot of things that will be useful to me in the future. This experience has also given me the courage to keep on fighting.”


						A member of the national jury in Mali





“In my work as an educator and an instructor, I now intend to devote more time and energy to teaching my students and colleagues about AIDS.”





“As a film director, the selection process has opened my eyes to the necessity of communicating more often and more effectively about HIV/AIDS.”


					


					        Members of the national jury in Senegal





“The young people’s knowledge of counseling after HIV testing is almost nil. In the scenarios, results were often given out without counseling.”


									       A juror in Ghana





“The scenarios tell the story of what we often refer to as the ‘neighborhood diagnosis’, whereby people decide whether or not somebody is living with HIV if certain symptoms are visible.”





“For most of these young people, a carrier of the virus is someone who has sores or spots on his body and who is thin.”


										Jurors in Togo





“Young people think that opportunistic infections are signs that a person is HIV-positive. It is very rare that someone would emphasize the HIV test [in a scenario].”


									          A juror in Niger	





“I observe that youths tend to believe that older people and pubescent kids are safe from HIV infection.  It would be interesting to try to remove that misunderstanding in the light of recent studies.”


									             


“They believe that HIV/AIDS comes from elsewhere and not from around here. … They’re not aware of how vulnerable they really are, right now, with the global epidemic now into its third decade.”


										   Jurors in Mali





“Most of the scenarios hold the view that city dwellers are more at risk of getting infected by HIV than their rural counterparts.”


									             


“Young people tend to link the infection with a young person who does not listen to a mother’s advice and decides to travel to the city.”


									         Jurors in Ghana





“The young people think that the way you get AIDS is by having sex with girls of easy virtue. They don’t know that AIDS isn’t exclusive to prostitutes. AIDS is in the homes of exemplary citizens, and young people aren’t aware of that.”





“Many youths believe that rich men are the carriers, and that they contaminate women who allow themselves to be used because of money.”


									             Jurors in Togo





“They showed a keen awareness of what peer pressure could do to an individual who lacked assertiveness skills.”					A juror in Senegal





“Most young people link poverty in homes to the number of young girls indulging in risky behaviour. This is more with young girls indulging in sex for money because their parents can not afford to cater adequately for them.”





“A majority of the young authors have placed emphasis on the role poverty plays in the lives of the girl child, which pushes her to indulge in immorality. They nevertheless agreed that one needs to be patient in one’s life in order to avoid the risks of life.”


									    Jurors in Ghana





“Some young authors emphasized the evil power of money in relation to the behavior of materialistic women.” 						             A juror in Niger





“Young people are willing to raise questions related to sexuality and to tear down taboos. In addition, they’re prepared to fight against harmful pressures put on them by parents, elders and authorities who seek to take advantage of their youth.


										    A juror in Niger





“Young people … now dare to question their elders about AIDS, as opposed to simply listening passively to what they are told.”





“They put forth proposals to avoid this terrible disease – proposals directed toward older persons and even to the government.”





									           Jurors in Senegal





“Quite frequently, the young people denounced forced marriage. They put their parents and traditions in the dock, standing accused, as if to say that parents should be informed of the risks associated with those practices, especially in the context of HIV infection.”


								                       A juror in Senegal





“At every turn, the young people placed emphasis on the need for partners to get tested. They stressed that this would not lead to a separation of the couple, but rather to mutual affection and solidarity to foster their survival.”                      A juror in Togo








“Especially young people in urban areas stress the necessity to get tested before marriage.”									   A juror in Niger





“In their scenarios, young people make it clear that they are aware of specific testing centers, that they know what services are offered there and what methods are used. Furthermore, young people are beginning to view the test as a matter of personal responsibility.”							              A juror in Mali








“I’m touched by the importance attached to HIV testing as the crucial link between prevention and care.”                           					    A juror in Togo








“They’ve understood that community support and care can help an infected person live longer.”								           A juror in Mali





“Some scenarios really tackled the issue of support and care for people living with HIV/AIDS. This was impressive.”					      A juror in Ghana








“Whenever the rejection of people infected with HIV is mentioned, it is done so in the context of condemning such an attitude.”





“What’s most striking and surprising of all is their sense of solidarity for PLWHAs.”





“In the scenarios, one senses solidarity, provided that it is indeed genuine….”





							                        Jurors in Senegal





“In the scenarios, we sense fierce, irrepressible involvement by young people in the fight against this disease.”				               A juror in Mali





“All of them know all about prevention. Well, except fidelity.”									                                    A juror in Togo





“It surprised me that young people in the countryside and those in cities have just about the same level of information about AIDS.”													A juror in Mali





“In clear, simple language, young people present their knowledge of the disease, its means of transmission and ways to protect oneself from infection.”


									A juror in Niger





“The scenarios clearly reveal that young people view the AIDS epidemic as a very grave matter that concerns everyone; it is no longer perceived as the exclusive domain of medical professionals.”  


								      A juror in Senegal





“Young people, including little children, have become aware of the socio-economic damage caused by HIV/AIDS, as well as the disastrous consequences it can have for the development of a country.”  


									A juror in Niger





“HIV testing is depicted as an event filled with anguish, an event that young people fear.”


									       A juror in Niger





“The waiting period for receiving test results is not well grasped by young people. Some of them seem to think that it is just one hour. Others think that it is three months, which in reality is the amount of time required for seroconversion and not the duration of the waiting period for getting test results.”


									          A juror in Mali





“For the youths, HIV-positivity means AIDS disease. No scenarios at all bring out the aspect of the human organism’s defenses.”


									A juror in Niger





“A great number of young people still do not have enough knowledge about the progression of HIV/AIDS in the body. They feel that people get infected with the HIV and die within a matter of days, even without the HIV developing into fully blown AIDS.”								A juror in Ghana





“This is how the story goes according to some young people: use of non-sterilized instruments = AIDS = immediate death.”													 A juror in Niger





“One gets the impression that their knowledge is a little superficial. They can rattle off the modes of transmission by heart, but things get blurry when they talk about signs and symptoms, the incubation period, and the progression of HIV/AIDS in the body.”					       A juror in Senegal





“The young authors go so far as to characterize AIDS as a curse from God – despite their knowledge of the different modes of contamination.”


									         A juror in Niger





There is the idea “that Christians and good respectable people don’t get infected with HIV/AIDS.”


									         A juror in Ghana





“The youth are too judgmental. Time and time again ABSTINENCE was put forward as the only ‘good’ way of preventing HIV infection.”


									    A juror in Ghana





“Stigmatization is very strong. An HIV-positive person is considered to be damned, someone who has sinned, who has not abstained….”


									    A juror in Niger





“At present, young people continue to believe that only sexual vagrants, prostitutes and others of bad moral stature are exposed to AIDS. Among the 120 scenarios that I read, there was only one scenario that spoke of an HIV-positive person who did not belong to one of those groups. It was the story of a virgin girl. But, even in that story, the girl’s father was fooling around.”


									    A juror in Mali





“HIV/AIDS is considered in many scenarios to be a disease of shame caused by sexual vagrancy and prostitution. The fact that people think that AIDS only affects others leads to intolerance toward PLWHAs.”


									    A juror in Togo





“For a long time to come here in Africa, AIDS will be closely linked to debauchery and other ‘bad’ behaviors.”


									 A juror in Senegal





“Grave distinctions are made between ‘good’ and ‘bad’ people living with HIV and ‘good’ and ‘bad’ people based on the type of clothes they wear.”





“Far too much emphasis is placed on the fact that those girls who wear ‘attractive’ dresses are ‘bad’ and so must consequently fall victim of the HIV infection.”


									   Jurors in Ghana





“Some of them think that people living with HIV/AIDS should be shut up in separate buildings so that they cannot come into contact with their family and friends and contaminate them.”


							                          A juror in Togo





“They are isolated from the family by family members themselves. They are also isolated by society as a whole.”


								   A juror in Burkina Faso





“Young people speak of HIV as a reason to cancel one’s wedding plans.”


								         A juror in Senegal





“Suicide was a common theme. People who found out they were HIV-positive would consider this option.”				         A juror in Senegal





“[The scenarios] reveal that people living with HIV/AIDS have a tendency to blame others for what has happened. This, combined with a feeling of hatred, pushes the person to spread HIV/AIDS voluntarily to those who aren’t careful.”


							                          A juror in Niger





“The requisite attitudes for the care and support of people infected and affected by HIV/AIDS are not yet in place.”


								                 A juror in Mali





“It was observed that some young people master the basic notions of HIV/AIDS, but they can’t manage to determine exactly how to get from there to a change in behavior.”





“I would say that they have not mastered the practices and behaviors that they have been taught. Not at all.” 


								                   Jurors in Togo





“The young people highlighted very moving cases and situations, but without showing any innovative spirit when it comes to practices and behaviors.”


									       A juror in Niger





“Many people still won’t accept any kind of dialogue on HIV/AIDS and on using condoms. Even though they are aware of the dangers of HIV/AIDS, women have lots of difficulties to bring up the matter and convince their partner.”	


									         A juror in Mali





“Girls and women still cannot manage to express themselves in dialogue with men so as to insist that a condom be used, even in the case of a casual partner.”	


								    A juror in Burkina Faso





“Gender and HIV/AIDS is still a central concern. The scenarios are replete with references to vulnerability factors among adolescent girls and poverty as a cause of women’s vulnerability.”	


									         A juror in Mali





“The young authors could not think of alternative ways of young women acquiring a decent income in economic difficulty other than turning to prostitution or sugar daddies with unprotected sex.”





“A majority of the writers could not adequately address the fact that no matter how weak one is financially, one must not exchange her body in terms of sex for money.”								     Jurors in Ghana


	


									





“This time, young people gave high-risk traditional practices a real going-over.”	


									    A juror in Senegal





“Parent-child dialogue on questions of responsible sexuality is very seldom mentioned by contest participants.”


									      A juror in Niger





“Young people revealed a lack of dialogue between parents and children on the topic of sex.”


								    A juror in Burkina Faso





“Certainly, there is clear awareness of the dangers. However, a natural reflex to get tested has not yet been assimilated.”


								          A juror in Senegal





“For a lot of young people, the test always has to be suggested by somebody else. It does not come from a sense of personal responsibility.”


								          A juror in Senegal





“There is a need for more education on stereotyping, and the dangers it might pose to young people. That everybody is at risk must be stressed always.”


								          A juror in Ghana








“The young people link poverty to the infection levels in young people. I feel in our educational campaigns we have to emphasize that there are a number of things young people can do for themselves in their communities instead of indulging in sex for money to cater for themselves. They should also be educated on life styles that encourage them to live within their means.”


									A juror in Ghana





“The members of the stop-AIDS community should put more into their compassion message and package it well that other people can embrace it for those living with HIV/AIDS to feel more loved.”


								    A juror in Ghana





“I think we should create ‘twinning’ programs whereby HIV-negative children and children who have been directly affected by the virus come together so that the former learn to accept and take care of people living with HIV/AIDS and not to stigmatize them.”


								A juror in Senegal





“We exhort those involved in HIV-related activities to come to the aid of children orphaned by AIDS – to help feed them, provide them with medical care, and give them the education and training that they need to live a normal life.”


								A juror from Niger





“It is essential that the international community unite to find solutions that can stem the tide of the AIDS epidemic. Otherwise, the world runs the risk of one day suffering the consequences of its own inaction.”


							   A juror from Niger








*The questionnaire was completed by each person participating individually and by the leader (and only the leader) of each group participating as a team. 


� Given the relatively small number of scenarios submitted during the contest in Cape Verde and in Guinea Bissau, the jury for those two countries opted to selected fewer than 25 national winners.





� Additional juror insights are summarized in the section on Juror Observations and Recommendations.


� Additional relevant findings are summarized in the section on Juror Observations and Recommendations.


� It should be noted that two jurors, one in Togo and one in Senegal, had a dissenting opinion on this matter, citing improvements in women’s ability to stand up for themselves in a couple. The Senegalese juror, an actress who had performed in one of the Scenarios from the Sahel films, wrote: “A very important thing is that young people write about crucial dialogues between the members of a given couple. It is very difficult in Africa for women to oppose certain customs and traditions, to dare to tell their husband or boyfriend that he must agree to get tested for HIV. This is a big step forward.”	





� Jurors in Togo suggested two approaches: a) conduct awareness-raising sessions involving testimonials by non-symptomatic people living with HIV; b) devote time and resources to carrying out direct, person-to-person dialogues on the matter so as to be able to clarify the issue once and for all


� “In order to improve the work [of those involved in HIV/AIDS], young girls should be trained, and in turn they will go inform their female friends, especially with regard to the test and negotiating condom use with their partners.” [A juror in Togo]


� “I would suggest that to improve the efficacy of HIV-related activities in Africa, it is necessary to take into account the poverty of the populations. One of the best strategies would be to combine awareness-raising activities with income-generating activities.” [A juror in Niger]
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