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SCENARIOS FROM AFRICA 2008
External Evaluation
contest participants’ experiences: 
from deciding to take part to the post-contest Period
INTRODUCTION

“What actually happens when a young person participates in the Scenarios from Africa contest? What exactly leads her/him to take part? How does the participant choose a topic? How does he/she prepare and then ultimately write up the contest entry? What impact does contest participation have on the young person?”
With a view to finding answers to these questions – among others – the external evaluator conducted in-depth interviews with 15 semi-finalists of the 2008 Scenarios from Africa contest in Burkina Faso, a competition that had seen the participation of nearly 9,000 young people in this country. The discussions took place in May/June 2008, a few months after the 15 March contest deadline. The interviewees (listed in an appendix to this report) were chosen at random from among the roughly 70 semi-finalists who are based here in Ouagadougou, the capital of Burkina Faso. The national pre-selection jury, which concluded its work in early May, had designated 161 texts as semi-finalists from among the 3,770 contest entries.
Methodology: In carrying out this present study, the consultant collected information by means of individual or group interviews with the semi-finalists. The interviews were based on questionnaires that had been drawn up by the contest coordinators. The consultant then analyzed and synthesized the collected information.  

Interviews were one-on-one with a given semi-finalist if that person had participated in the contest alone; the interviews were conducted in groups in the case of team contest participation. Just over two-thirds of all participants in Burkina Faso in 2008 opted to take part in the contest in teams.
After analyzing the transcripts of the recorded interviews with the semi-finalists, the external evaluator arrived at the following clear-cut conclusions regarding the factors that led the semi-finalists to take part in the contest, the choice of topics, the process of creating and writing one’s story, and the impact of contest participation on their lives. 
STUDY FINDINGS
The principal motivating factor that led the young people to take part in the contest is a desire to contribute personally to the response to HIV/AIDS. 
In addition to that primary motivating factor, some also cited the fact that the contest offers them an opportunity to test their skills as writers. Others mentioned both of those reasons.

Aristide Sawadogo and Ismaël Tiendrébéogo are first-year law students:
Aristide: “I’m young and AIDS is a matter of concern for me. It gives me pleasure to inform others about the disease.”

Ismaël feels that AIDS is a serious problem, and young people should do everything they can to avoid it. But he observes that some young people show no interest in AIDS; they say that because they don’t have sex, it can’t affect them. This motivated him to put pen to paper.

Ismaël: “AIDS is the ‘disease of the century’, as we say around here. It’s important to let people know that sex isn’t the only way you can catch HIV. I’m also sensitive to the rejection of those who have AIDS.”
Rodrigue Wangraoua, second-year law student in Ouagadougou and Stanislas Sow, fourth-year theology student in Bobo Dioulasso (several hundred kilometers away). These two young people took part as a team, creating their story through multiple e-mail exchanges of ideas and successive drafts of their story.
“The fight against AIDS starts by raising awareness, and taking part as a team is a contribution to that awareness raising. Because when two of us work together, we share perspectives, we blend our ideas, and we gain maturity. You don’t learn things like this so that you keep your knowledge for yourself, but rather to share it with others. Well, we decided to start that process of sharing by calling on each other to participate together.”

That was also true in the case of Aristide and Ismaël:

“We study together a lot. And what’s more, we’re in the same class. Aristide got a copy of the contest leaflet and came to show it to me. We had already taken part in a literary contest together (called ‘Faso Savoir’), and we were among the winners. So we said to each other, ‘why not continue?’”
Inès Florentine Compaoré, fifth-year pharmacy student, said that she had written some short stories in the past that hadn’t been published yet: 

“I saw the contest as an opportunity for me to practice my writing some more.”

Boukary Sawadogo, age 20, secondary student at the Lycée Marien NGouabi: 


“As this is a contest, I wanted to test my abilities and also win a prize.”

Rodrigue Wangraoua: 
“For me, the contest was a chance to evaluate my skills as a writer. I like to write, and I’m also a member of an association called ‘Trait d’Union’ that is involved in the fight against AIDS. That was another reason why I chose to participate in the contest.”
Stanislas Sow took part out of intellectual curiosity and, at the same time, to contribute to the fight:

“I studied bioethics at the university, and this was an opportunity for me to express myself, to put what I had learned to the test. Raising awareness is a matter of moral conscience, of personal behavior.”

Safiatou Traoré
, age 23, fourth-year pharmacy student:

“I didn’t decide to participate right away. I was doing an internship a week after the contest launch, and when I was chatting with one of my friends, I decided to participate. I said to myself that my ideas were better than those my friends were coming up with. It was to test myself.”

Victorine Kabré, age 18, secondary student at the Lycée Zinda, also hesitated a lot before deciding to take part. Her older brothers encouraged her, telling her that her French is really good and that she could succeed.

Participants’ stories either revolved around HIV-related topics that they felt they could address well, or they were inspired by things or events that the authors had been exposed to through the media, their own lives or their personal relations.

Boukary Sawadogo:

“I chose my topic because I was confident that I had compelling ideas that I could develop in my story. I drew inspiration from things I’d read and from my own experiences. At school, when we’re not in class, a group of us likes to tell funny stories; that was also a source of inspiration.”
Boureima Sawadogo, first-year natural sciences student, worked in a team with classmate Karim Souma. Boureima recalled “watching a documentary a little while before the contest was launched; it was about an HIV+ girl and it really left an impression on me.” His friend Karim said: “I experienced a sad story in my extended family in which both parents (husband and wife) died because of AIDS, leaving behind destitute orphans. It was a difficult situation. I wanted to denounce the way people affected by HIV are treated, the way they’re humiliated and their belongings are taken away. The contest was an opportunity for me to do just that.” After talking together about the topic of their story, they decided to emphasize solidarity as a positive African value in the response to HIV/AIDS.
Alimata Ilboudo, age 19, secondary student at the Nakob-Zanga School: 
“I participated in the contest because I wanted to raise awareness among young people who reject those living with HIV. One day I heard a young man say on the radio that he would get a divorce if his wife were HIV+.”
Aristide and Stanislas explained how they chose their topic:

“It’s a common situation, something that we see in our neighborhood all the time. Poverty pushes girls toward prostitution and the risk of HIV. And it’s also that people like easy money.”
Safiatou Traoré:

“I myself know people who are living with HIV. I try to put myself in their shoes and imagine what they’re going through.”

Mamadou Sankara, age 24, student of natural sciences:

“One day on TV I saw a clip by the Ivory Coast musical group ‘Mercenaires’. It was about AIDS. I said to myself that I was going to tell a story like that. That gave me an idea to write about. Women are more vulnerable when it comes to AIDS, and that’s why I emphasized in my text the idea that men should demonstrate good behavior.”
Miwonovi Amoussou and Inès Florentine Compaoré, fifth-year pharmacy students:

“Our choice of topic is based on something we observe: a lot of emphasis is placed on sex as a means of contamination, but the old practice of getting manicures with cutting instruments is becoming more and more common again.” 
And Inès adds that this also has to do with “childhood memories of a neighborhood where it was common practice to get a haircut and a manicure from the Wazzam” (traditional barbers who also cut nails). The media don’t talk about that, and given that they are pharmacy students and work in the health sector, they thought it would be a good idea to attract public attention to the practice.
When reflecting on how they arrived at their choice of topic, Rodrigue Wangraoua mentioned that, two years earlier, he’d taken 2nd place in a poetry contest on women and HIV/AIDS. “One day in a prayer group, two girls infected with the virus spoke out to me in confidence,” recalls his teammate Stanislas Sow. 
The story told by a given participant is the result of following a personal creative process, private reflection, and/or discussions with others. 
Rodrigue Wangraoua:

“The idea came to me immediately, right when the contest was launched. I go to the movies a lot, and when the contest was launched, I immediately imagined the background and setting for my story, and the intersection of a free-spirited, gambling attitude and the catastrophe that is AIDS. In my eyes, a movie is like a novel. It’s the transposition of a novel into images… In choosing topic 7 [from the list of suggested topics on the contest leaflet; see annex], we put ourselves in the shoes of somebody who has to advise a person living with HIV.”
During the phase of text creation, some consult documents on HIV/AIDS so as to get more accurate information, whereas others feel that they’re already well informed and don’t need to do any research.
Once the topic has been chosen, we can distinguish two categories of participants in the sample group:

-  A first category made up of secondary-school and university students. These participants felt that they already had enough information on HIV/AIDS to write their stories. They said that they knew the subject matter well thanks to information received in school, either from teachers (HIV/AIDS is taught as a subject), or from members of associations that organize informational campaigns periodically in high schools.

Amélie Bonkoungou, age 22, secondary-school student:

“I got information on HIV/AIDS at school; an entire chapter dealt with the disease.”

- The second category, also made up of schoolkids and university students, said that they did do research to get information either to reassure themselves that the information they had was correct, or to read up on the subject. They consulted documents such as articles on HIV/AIDS published in newspapers and magazines or booklets that they already had in their possession or that they got copies of at information centers. Some of them talked with people who had more information, such as a better-informed classmate, a relative, a health professional, a teacher….

Safiatou Traoré said that she didn’t show much interest in HIV before the contest. However, during the contest she did. For example, she attended the defense of a thesis at the university that had to do with HIV/AIDS.

Boukary Sawadogo: 
“I got my idea from a novel – the story of a young man who gets infected during a one-night stand inspired me. I did research and talked with my friends to complement the ideas I had at the outset. I needed more precise information about the modes of transmission and how to avoid HIV. And especially about what to do to avoid contaminating others if you’re infected. How to care for yourself if you have HIV. I needed to confirm what I already knew about HIV/AIDS so that I wouldn’t make mistakes while writing my story. I went to get information at my school, the Lycée Marien Ngouabi, where associations organize annual info campaigns on HIV/AIDS.”
Rodrigue Wangraoua: 
“I collected information by talking with people I know, especially my aunt, who’s a nurse. She told me how they provide care and support for people with the disease at the health center where she works.”
Some participants turn to other people for encouragement or reassurance, whereas others prefer working alone, discretely. 
Most of the interviewees said that they spoke about their participation in the contest with classmates or friends to exchange ideas and to get reassurance or encouragement. Others, however, said that they preferred to work discretely so that they wouldn’t have to admit that they failed after the results were announced or so that they wouldn’t run the risk of “having their ideas stolen” by other potential candidates.
Stanislas Sow:

“I was in touch with a lot of people during my participation in the contest. I met with my theology professor, and we talked a lot together. He put me in touch with other priests who are involved in the fight. I also spoke with foreign participants at a bioethics colloquium that was held in Ouagadougou; I’ve stayed in touch with them. During the contest, they sent me many documents via e-mail.”
Mamadou Sankara:

“With regard to my story for the contest, my friends said they liked it and they told me it was possible for me to win. They encouraged me.”
Victorine Kabré: 

“I showed my story to my big brother, who encouraged me. And I spoke with the girl I sit next to in class, who also participated in the contest. We told each other about our stories.”
Inès Florentine Compaoré:  


“I didn’t want to tell friends who, later on, would ask me how it had gone.”

Safiatou Traoré: 


“I didn’t want to reveal my ideas, because I didn’t want them to be stolen.”
Write alone or in a team? Those who opted to work alone say that it’s easier, … 
The reasons cited for writing alone or in a group varied. Some said that they chose to write alone because it can be difficult to work with another person, or the person they wanted to work with wasn’t available.
Boukary Sawadogo:

“During the school year, it’s easier to write alone. In a group, ideas diverge, and it’s more difficult. I wrote my story little by little, as the ideas came to me, especially in the evenings, when I’m alone. Often, in class, I’d talk with classmates to get ideas.”
Safiatou Traoré shares that point of view:

“I chose to work alone, because working in a team is more complicated; everybody tries to assert their own ideas.”

… those who chose to write their stories as a team justified their choice by highlighting the satisfying nature of working together, the way it’s mutually enriching, and the sense of exchange and sharing of ideas. 
Miwonovi Amoussou and Inès Florentine Compaoré:

“We’re in the same working group at the university. We’re already used to working together. So, why not do the contest together? We already get along well, so why not get together on this occasion, too? We have the same schedule, and that makes it easier to meet up.”
Aristide Sawadogo:

“You can’t pick up a stone with just one finger, as the proverb goes. It’s better if two people work together. It’s more dynamic that way. And we complement each other.”
Rodrigue Wangraoua:

“I didn’t want to work alone because I find that to be limiting. It doesn’t make any sense to head out on your own, to flaunt yourself, to ‘want to make a name for yourself.’”

Boureima Sawadogo and Karim Souma wrote their story together. Boureima says that he “always wanted to write. Writing a story about AIDS was an opportunity for me to contribute to the fight. Since secondary school, I’d wanted to do something against AIDS. I didn’t know how to express myself in a coherent way to participate in the contest. So, I asked Karim, who expresses himself with greater ease, to help me out.”

In general, the participants say that they rewrote their stories several times.
Once they’d decided on a topic, the participants said that they usually worked on their texts in the evening, because they’re very busy during the day. Almost none of them wrote their text in one sitting and then submitted it straight away. Rather, most of them wrote a first draft, and then reread it and rewrote it several times before submitting the final version.

Inès Florentine Compaoré:
“The best moments to write are in the evening, at home. But reflecting, talking with others – that can happen any time, for example between classes at school, when we have a habit of talking with each other.”

Those who wrote in teams of two people or more said that they started out with each person working alone, and then coming together to compare stories before deciding on how to move on from there. Often, they would create a synthesis of their respective stories, which in turn was enriched by each person suggesting new ideas. They would then create their final version by rereading and rewriting so as to take everybody’s remarks into account. 
Rodrigue Wangraoua, who worked with Stanislas Sow: 
“After we had finalized our text, and at the very moment when I was handing it in, I reread it yet again, and I found it to be too terse. I saw that we had to give it a little more life, more color. So I took the text back and sent it to Stanislas [by e-mail]….”
Aristide and Ismaël explained how they worked together:
“We started by classifying our ideas according to their relevance. After classes, we would talk with each other and exchange information. We drew up a workplan, and each of us would write on his own, and then we would get together to create a synthesis. That went on for weeks in January and February.”
Karim Souma and Boureima Sawadogo: 
“We each wrote a scenario on the same idea, and then we would bring our ideas together. Our efforts went on from December to February. We got together often to work on our story. We revised it many times, making changes bit by bit each time we reread it.”
Most of the participants say that they acquired little new, important knowledge about HIV/AIDS during the contest.
Most of those interviewed said that before the contest started they already had a good level of knowledge about HIV/AIDS and that their participation in the contest served to consolidate that knowledge. In the case of those few individuals who said that they learned something really new through their discussions or research during the contest, that newfound knowledge pertained, for example, to mother-to-child transmission of HIV.

Rodrigue Wangraoua and Stanislas Sow: 
“We’re well informed. Ever since we were in secondary school, teachers have been giving us information at HIV.”
Boukary Sawadogo: 
“This kind of contest really opens one’s mind and helps guide people to understand a lot of things about the disease. During information campaigns, it’s not possible to say everything that needs to be said. But during the contest, the research is done by the participants themselves. I learned a lot of things about HIV/AIDS that I hadn’t known before, such as the idea that comparing AIDS to a common illness is a way of giving infected people the strength and courage to go for medical assistance. It’s not a shameful disease.”
Most of the interviewees said that the contest did not prove to be an occasion for them to forge contacts with new human resources on HIV/AIDS or on reproductive health. Such discussions during the contest were generally with friends, relatives (but rarely parents) and most often with classmates.
Many of the interviewees said that their own behavior has changed since their participation in the contest.
During and since the contest, many of the interviewees have noticed that their own behavior has changed with regard to HIV or to people living with HIV/AIDS. Others acknowledge that their participation in the contest has opened up their minds and changed the way they see things or the way they conduct their personal lives. 
Aristide Sawadogo: 

“People know all about the means of transmission but are careless about risky behaviors. But me personally, from now on, I keep a close eye on my own behavior, which is every bit as important as mastering the basic facts.”
Ismaël Tiendrébéogo: 
“I’ve changed my behavior since the contest, and I try to raise awareness among my classmates, which is hard given that they like to go to bars. For my part, I avoid risky places like that since my participation in the contest.”
Boukary Sawadogo:

“Recently, I’ve opened up and I talk with a lot of people, something I didn’t do much of before the contest. I’m much more open now thanks to the contest, and I find it easier to get to know people, too.”
Alimata Ilboudo:
“The contest helped me to develop arguments about HIV/AIDS. I’ve changed since my participation in the contest. In my text, I wrote things that I hadn’t believed myself in the past. For example, before the contest, I didn’t accept the notion that it was possible to live with somebody who is HIV+. Now, I’m more at ease when I visit my friend whose father is living with AIDS disease. The contest helped me to change, and I’m very proud of that. I’ve even been trying to raise awareness among other people. I’m ready to participate in other contests.”

»
Safiatou Traoré: 
“My participation in the contest opened my eyes. I now pay much more attention to everything that has to do with HIV/AIDS. I’ve become more attentive to information and am therefore more inclined and better able to pass information on to others.”
Mamadou Sankara:

“My participation in the contest allowed me to contribute to the fight, to raise awareness about AIDS. And writing my scenario also helped me to change my sexual behavior. I’ve become more careful in my relationships with girls.”
The participants feel that the contest has been useful in that it has helped to strengthen their will to contribute to the fight against HIV.  

Rodrigue Wangraoua and Stanislas Sow say that they’ve collected so much information that their relationship with HIV/AIDS couldn’t possibly stop now that the contest has ended. They’re thinking about ways to continue their actions against the epidemic. Maybe by writing a novel based on all the collected materials? 
Rodrigue Wangraoua adds:
“At the university, the question of AIDS has become a normal topic of conversation since the Scenarios from Africa contest came through there. Before then, such talk was uncomfortable or even suspect; we didn’t mention AIDS much. The contest was a kind of liberation, because now we talk about it freely among students on campus.”
Victorine Kabré:

“I’m lazy by nature; I don’t tend to sit down and write a lot. I had never participated in a contest before. It allowed me to express myself and made me stop and think. The contest got me interested in something that has real merit, real importance.”

Participants’ suggestions for improving the organization of the Scenarios from Africa contest

Most importantly: they all emphasize the importance of more media coverage of the contest to increase participation.
Rodrique Wangraoua and Stanislas Sow offer their advice:

· Publicize the contest more widely by making use of posters and radio stations.

· Provide more information about the Scenarios from Africa process (past history, countries involved, results, …), and don’t just give practical information on the present contest.

· Maintain the youth-to-youth approach and continue to work within young people’s circles.

· Make sure that everyone can participate, including non-literate people and people living in rural areas. 
Miwonovi Amoussou and Inès Florentine Compaoré agree that the “contest should be better publicized. Had it not been for our class representative, we wouldn’t have known about it.”
Safiatou Traoré suggests “involving the media, because person-to-person mobilization is too limited. With TV, more people would be reached and more would be able to take part in the contest.”

Boukary Sawadogo says that he learned about the contest just by chance. He suggests:

- The organizers should go into schools and to places where young people gather to inform them about the contest.

- More information must be spread about the contest, about how it’s organized, etc. “That’s really lacking. We don’t know anything except what’s printed on the contest leaflet.”

- The contest leaflet should be simplified so that everyone can understand it easily.
Christelle Taho agrees with that last suggestion. “’Stigmatize’. I didn’t know that word.” She said that she didn’t understand the contest leaflet well, because she didn’t know some of the words on it.

Participants’ comments on the future of Scenarios from Africa:

Every one of the interviewees feels that the contest should definitely continue in the future. As Wangraoua and Sow put it: 
“Should there be another Scenarios from Africa contest in two years? Asking that question is like asking if it’s worth while to fight against AIDS. We believe that the contest should be organized again and again. As long as AIDS is out there, the contest must continue.”
APPENDIX 1 : SEMI-FINALISTS INTERVIEWED
1,2.  Rodrigue Wangraoua second-year law student, Ouagadougou, and Stanislas Sow, fourth-year theology student, Bobo-Dioulasso

3,4.  Miwonovi Amoussou and Inès Florentine Compaoré, both fifth-year pharmacy students
5,6.  Aristide Sawadogo and Ismaël Tiendrébéogo, both first-year law students 
7,8.  Karim Souma and Boureima Sawadogo, both first-year natural sciences students
9. Amélie Bonkoungou, age 22, student at Collège Adja Koutou Diallo secondary school
10. Boukary Sawadogo, age 20, student at Lycée Marien NGouabi secondary school
11. Christelle Taho, age 14, student at Collège Notre-Dame de Kologh-Naba secondary school
12. Alimata Ilboudo, age 19, secondary-school student at Groupe Scolaire Nakob-Zanga
13. Safiatou Traoré, age 23, fourth-year pharmacy student, Ouagadougou
14. Victorine Kabré, age 18, student at Lycée Zinda secondary school, Ouagadougou
15. Mamadou Sankara, now age 25, student of natural sciences 
APPENDIX 2: THE LIST OF SUGGESTED TOPICS, EXCERPT FROM THE 2008 OFFICIAL CONTEST LEAFLET

The list of suggested topics

You can choose one of the following topics (1 to 8) as a starting point for your scenario, if you would like. If you choose to do this, please write the topic number in the space provided at the top of the questionnaire. YOU DON’T HAVE TO CHOOSE ONE OF THE SUGGESTED TOPICS. If your scenario is on a subject that is not on this list of suggested topics, please write the number "9" at the top of the questionnaire.  

 Please remember to write not only about the things that happen in your story, but also about your characters’ feelings and thoughts. In addition, we are especially interested in stories in which characters find solutions to the obstacles and challenges they face.

 1. Write a story for a very short, fast-moving film involving HIV/AIDS and football – a film that you would like to see on TV during halftime of matches of the 2010 World Cup in South Africa.

 2. She’s married and has just learned that she’s living with HIV. How will she tell her husband? How will he react? In your story, help this couple to deal with the situation in a positive, loving way.

 3. Imagine that you had magical powers for a day, and just by lifting a finger you could change all the things in your community, in your culture, that make people vulnerable to HIV infection. Tell a story that describes what you would change and what your new world would be like. 

 4. Today, your cousin is happy, has many friends, and is at the top of the class in school. It’s a remarkable story, given that your cousin lost both parents to AIDS several years ago….

 5. This young woman’s family is very poor. She’s beautiful. And, in a world with HIV, she’s without doubt the strongest person you’ve ever met. Tell her story.

 6. As the newly appointed Health Minister of your country, you intend to put an end to the dangerous myths about HIV/AIDS that are so widespread. What are those myths and, as Minister, how will you stop them?

 7. Your best friend is living with HIV but refuses to get any help or treatment because he is afraid of how people might react if they knew. Stigma, rejection and discrimination – or at least your friend’s fear of those things – could kill him. What do you do?

 8. She’s your sister, or your daughter, or your wife, or your best friend, and you love her dearly. And she’s just been raped. You want love, dignity, good health and justice to prevail in the hours and years to come. Write a story about what you and others do to help her.

 9. DON'T FORGET: YOU CAN WRITE ON WHATEVER SUBJECT YOU WANT, AS LONG AS IT’S RELATED TO AIDS.  IF YOU HAVE A GOOD IDEA THAT’S NOT ON THE LIST, GO AHEAD!

 And finally: If you have ideas for more than one story, please feel free to write as many stories as you wish!

� Of the 15 semi-finalists interviewed, 3 went on to be among the 30 national winners: Safitatou Traoré, Victorine Kaboré, and Mamadou Sankara.
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