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Film distribution, 1997 to present

Countries in yellow: at least 100 copies distributed

Green: at least 1,000 copies

Red: at least 2,000 copies
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End 2001: 

958 

copies distributed, 

three languages
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End 2004: 

17,484 

copies distributed,

fourteen languages
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 April 2009:

98,491
copies distributed,

twenty-seven languages
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I. INTRODUCTION

A. Scenarios from Africa in a nutshell

Scenarios from Africa is a community mobilisation, education and media process with the goal of improving the lives of those infected and affected by HIV/AIDS, reducing the vulnerability of populations at risk of infection, and helping local organizations develop their capacity for effective HIV/AIDS education.

Expanding steadily yet prudently since its inception in 1997, Scenarios from Africa is a demand-driven partnership process that empowers local communities to provide timely and effective responses to the most crucial communication needs presented by an evolving epidemic.

Non-governmental and community-based organizations (NGOs and CBOs) in the project countries, many of them run by or serving people living with HIV/AIDS (PLWHA), work in partnership with educators and the media to organize contests inviting young people to put forward story lines for communication resources about HIV/AIDS. The winning ideas are selected by multidisciplinary juries, adapted through dialogue with local communities, and transformed into top-quality communication resources by leading African professionals. These resources are broadcast throughout the continent and used at community level in a range of languages. 

Scenarios from Africa is coordinated by the UK-registered charity Global Dialogues (www.globaldialogues.org). Primary funding partners are Comic Relief (UK), ArtAction, HIVOS and the GTZ.
B. Background / history

Scenarios from Africa was first launched in 1997 in Burkina Faso, Mali and Senegal. Today, the Scenarios process and outputs reach across sub-Saharan Africa. They are also increasingly used by HIV advocates and organizations serving African refugees and immigrants in Europe and North America.

The process involves the production of short fiction films, radio shows and other communication resources about HIV/AIDS based on ideas thought up by young people in international contests. Scenarios from Africa is founded on the collaboration of well over 1,000 diverse partner organizations, large and small, from a wide range of fields, with a focus on civil society and the private sector.
Some 145,000 young people from 47 African countries have taken part in the five Scenarios from Africa contests held to date (1997, 2000, 2002, 2005 and 2007/8). Evaluations, both external and internal, indicate that the number of people influenced by the contest and associated debate is considerably higher than the actual number of participants. 

Throughout the process, the Scenarios from Africa team strives to achieve the following primary objectives:

· To reduce stigma, rejection and discrimination and foster community support for PLWHA

· To increase young Africans’ ability to reduce their risk of infection

· To increase local capacity for effective HIV/AIDS education 

· To increase public understanding of the epidemic and the way it affects people and society

In pursuit of these objectives, Scenarios from Africa fosters the creation of synergistic relationships from the community to the international level, founded on ongoing dialogue and multidisciplinary exchange. Those involved in Scenarios from Africa consider it to be a powerful force for unity in the face of AIDS, as well as a unique participatory learning process.

The HIV/AIDS epidemic is constantly evolving and with it, the communication needs of populations. The Scenarios team determines the specific HIV/AIDS-related issues it will address at a given moment by means of continuous situation analysis and consultation with young people and communities. 

The thousands of stories written for the Scenarios contests inform us about young people’s attitudes towards PLWHA, their understanding of the epidemic, and their perceptions of gender norms and HIV/AIDS-related social norms. Their stories thus permit the identification of common communication needs across countries, but also allow local Scenarios teams in individual countries to home in on their own context-specific needs and tailor their activities to their communities. In addition to providing geographically comparative data, the stories allow us to track changes in HIV/AIDS-related knowledge, attitudes and representations of social norms over time, since the first contest in 1997.

Since 1997, a total of 33 Scenarios films based on winning contest ideas have been produced – an average of about three films per year. Some or all of these films, which vary in length from 2 to 15 minutes, are now available in 27 languages (including sign language). 
The Scenarios films have reached well over 100 million viewers. As of 1 April 2009, 98,491 copies of the films had been distributed at community level on VHS cassettes, CD-Roms, video CDs or DVDs. In addition, more than 1,100 cassettes or CDs of the audio version of the films (for use on radio) had been distributed. Broadcasts of the films had been confirmed on over 100 television stations in or serving Africa. The films have been broadcast on locally-based stations in at least 35 countries of continental Africa, as well as on local stations serving immigrant African populations in Europe and the United States.
The films are very effective at generating dialogue and personal reflection about AIDS; at improving attitudes towards those most affected by the epidemic and so helping to combat stigma and discrimination; and at encouraging people to protect themselves from infection. They are highly valued by NGO and CBO partners across the continent and beyond.

Production of additional Scenarios from Africa films, based on winning entries from the 2007/8 contest and addressing key current HIV-related topics, will commence in the course of 2009. 

II. Dubbing the films into local languages / creation of multi-language DVDs
Early on in the Scenarios from Africa process, local Scenarios team members and external evaluators underscored the importance of making the films swiftly available not only in the primary European languages spoken in Africa (French, English, and Portuguese), but also in major African languages. They emphasized that the utility of the films would otherwise be severely limited when they are used in awareness-raising activities for people who have not yet benefited from formal schooling, in particular in rural areas. Dubbing was considered to be absolutely essential if Scenarios aspired to be genuinely useful to disadvantaged people.
At first, responding effectively to the expressed need and demand for local-language versions of the Scenarios films was not an easy task, as the requisite technical capacity either did not exist or was not yet sufficiently developed to produce high-quality lip-sync dubs. Therefore, over the past years Scenarios from Africa has invested heavily in the development of professional dubbing capacity in countries across the continent. Today, some or all of the Scenarios films are available in twenty-seven languages. 
Demand for new language versions continues to be strong. Global Dialogues is keen to identify and pursue opportunities to make the Scenarios films available in more languages. Such language versioning initiatives, in line with those cited above, may be undertaken in a manner completely independent of Global Dialogues. 

At present, Global Dialogues distributes the films in five different DVD sets:
RED DVD set, PAL format (with languages of the Sahel region of Africa): all 33 films in English, French, Portuguese, Wolof, Pulaar, Dioula and Moorè + 18 of the 33 in Hausa and 2 of the 33 in Chadian Arabic.

BLUE DVD set, PAL format (with languages of the Great Lakes region of Africa): all 33 films in English, French, Portuguese, Lingala, Kinyarwanda and Kiswahili.

GREEN DVD set, PAL format (with languages of the West African Gulf of Guinea region): all 33 films in English, French, Portuguese, Twi, Mina, Fon, Yoruba and Igbo.

GREEN DVD set, NTSC format (for use in North America), as above.

GREEN DVD set, PAL format with Anglophone sign-language interpretation on screen: the first 28 films with English, French, Portuguese, Twi, Mina, Fon, Yoruba and Igbo soundtracks.

Scenarios National Coordinators and partner organizations in Southern Africa would like to see the production, in 2009/2010, of a new multi-track set with primary languages of their region.
“Duplication permitted, sales forbidden” is clearly printed on all Scenarios from Africa DVDs. Those receiving the Scenarios films are actively encouraged to burn as many copies as they may need. The duplication figures included in this report do not account for such independent burning, the magnitude of which cannot be accurately estimated.
· “Dear Madam/Sir, I have copied the DVD « Scenarios d’Afrique » several times for the focal persons HIV/AIDS of the German cooperation. In order to make the DVDs recognizable, I would like to print the logo of “Scenarios d’Afrique” on the DVDs and the cover. Could you please send it via email to me? Thank you very much.” (Annekatrin El Oumrany, HIV/AIDS and FGM Focal Point, Mali, September 2008)

III. Distribution at community level in Africa: use and reactions

The following is an overview of some of the ways the Scenarios from Africa films are used in the field in Africa, as well as users’ reactions to and assessments of the films, all presented in the words of Scenarios partners across the continent.
A. Scenarios film use in HIV awareness-raising activities of organizations operating locally
· “Unquestionably, the success of the Scenarios from Africa films is due to two key things. First of all, the films are useful both for prevention activities – for the general public and also for specific, particularly vulnerable groups – and for fostering better support and care for people living with HIV. 
And secondly, the Scenarios films are truly African products – conceived by Africans, written for Africans and produced by Africans. By Africa and for Africa. And that’s really important. One of the strengths of the Scenarios from Africa films is that they are relevant and, once they’ve been dubbed into local languages, culturally appropriate all across sub-Saharan Africa.
The Scenarios films create an opening for dialogue. The films don’t deliver one set image, one single, closed message. Rather, the message is left open, and that helps lead to discussions.” 
(Dr. Abdon Goudjo of Benin, FCI/AFD Technical Advisor to the National AIDS Control Program of Congo/Brazzaville, October 2008)

· “The French Red Cross contributes to the response to HIV/AIDS in Africa by means of mobile treatment units that provide support and care to PLWHA. To date, more than 15 such units have been created across the continent: Gabon, Congo, Central African Republic, Niger, Mauritania. In addition to medical care, the units provide psycho-social support and information. With this in mind, we would like to request copies of your DVDs for our mobile units.” (Zouhaïrat Saïd Omar, French Red Cross, March 2009)
· “The importance of Scenarios in the response to HIV in Africa? I feel that the key thing is the films, which draw their inspiration from what young people see taking place in their own communities. I find the films to be really spot-on. They’re not only important in terms of raising awareness and mobilizing communities to stop the spread of HIV, but post-screening discussions also help us to identify the problems people are facing in a given community and subsequently to plan the activities that organizations and institutions should be carrying out.

The Scenarios films are based on ideas by young people who write about their own experiences, about what they see going on around them. The films help open up dialogue between young people and even between generations. They create and encourage communication, and that’s key. … They allow young people to see the extent to which they are vulnerable, to see the risks that some of them are taking depending on their behavior.
As in neighboring countries, we use the films in several different kinds of activities: community mobilization, counseling sessions, behavior-change programs, facilitation training, and development courses.

The Scenarios films help us in several ways. One of our objectives is to raise public awareness on different matters pertaining to HIV: prevention, treatment, social support…. In our community programs, we work to reduce the stigmatization of PLWHA. Some of the films highlight the value and importance of knowing one’s HIV status in pursuit of a healthy life and in preventing the spread of HIV. The films help us to achieve those objectives. We also use the films in training and capacity building, with a view to triggering discussions and opening up dialogue. The same holds true for our workplace activities, in which we advocate just treatment for PLWHA and access to services. The films are of great utility.
The reduction of stigma is a crucial component not only of prevention, but also of care, treatment and support. In the Scenarios films we see all kinds of HIV+ and HIV- people – old and young, men and women, boys and girls. And the films show infected and affected people who have good jobs, important positions, and a high level of education. In short, the films help people to see HIV+ people as normal. I have enormous appreciation for Scenarios’ contribution in this regard.” 
(Boniface Hlabano, Matabeleland AIDS Council, Zimbabwe, October 2008)

· “During the annual, national Red Ribbon Night here this year, a number of key leaders were present: the Minister of Health and his staff, the Coordinator of the National AIDS Control Program, and the representatives of several other institutions such as the World Bank. … It was a vibrant event, and the main activities were the awarding of prizes [to the winners of the 2008 Scenarios contest] and the screening and discussion of two Scenarios from Africa films: Safe Journey and The Tree and the Wind. These films were chosen with two objectives in mind: 1) raise awareness about the films and about the Scenarios from Africa process in general among the leaders who were present, and 2) encourage the leaders to be more active in the response to HIV. There was a lot of emotion in the air, and it didn’t take long for the leaders to pledge their commitment.” (Mistoura Salou, Scenarios from Africa National Coordinator in Benin, February 2009)

· “We didn’t have audio-visual tools like this during the early years of the response to the epidemic. They’re of crucial importance for raising awareness regarding prevention as well as attitudes and behaviors toward PLWHA and their families. And not only for AIDS outreach workers, but also for fathers and mothers who want to talk with their kids and for business leaders who want to create a corporate HIV policy… Today, ten years after the first Scenarios contest, we see that the films have reached hundreds of thousands of young people, their families, too. And the films have gone out on TV in different countries, reaching millions.”
“I think that the most important thing about Scenarios from Africa is that it shows positive images of PLWHA. There isn’t a single Scenarios from Africa film that shows a PLWHA who isn’t dignified and responsible. I remember the film ‘Uncle Ali’ [1999], which showed a PLWHA in the final stages of AIDS and even there, the objective of the film was to reduce the stigmatization of PLWHA. It was one of the first Scenarios films, yet that was what it was for. When you watch all the films, again and again you get a positive message regarding the attitude to have toward PLWHA. So, for us, it’s a very important resource. It’s somehow easy to identify with the different characters in the films. Scenarios from Africa contributes to changing people’s perspectives of PLWHA, and by doing so contributes to reducing stigma.

In contrast, when I watch some films that were produced by others and are broadcast on our national TV stations, I just want to pull my hair out. They always have this image of PLWHA who try to spread the virus to others to try to kill everybody else; the PLWHA are depraved, degenerate people. That’s what you get in those other films. 

But back to the Scenarios films. In addition to the films themselves, there are the discussions that we have with groups after screening a Scenarios film. Those discussions allow us to get to a deeper level. For example, we address the question of the rights of PLWHA. Many people maintain that PLWHA don’t have the moral right to get married, or if they do get married, it should be with another positive person, and they don’t have the right to have children… Those two rights issues are deeply entrenched in people’s minds and they need clearing up. The Scenarios from Africa films allow us to launch such discussions, and that’s really useful.”


“At ACI/health [Africa Consultants International, based in Dakar], we have four program areas: 
  1) The first is the development of NGO and CBO capacity, focusing on our ‘Poles of Excellence’ program. The Scenarios contest is a good match for us, because among the CBO’s we support are some that work with young people, and those organizations took part in the contest and selection phases. The contest gave them an opportunity to mobilize young people. Another part of our capacity-development work involves providing quality educational resources on a range of topics to the CBO’s, so that they can carry out awareness-raising activities. The Poles of Excellence program and Scenarios from Africa fit together naturally, so much so that some people ask: ‘Scenarios from Africa? Isn’t that a branch of Poles of Excellence?’ 

  2) Our second program area is advocacy and political dialogue, in which we work with all kinds of leaders, including business leaders. We were delighted when Scenarios from Africa produced a film two years ago on HIV in the workplace [‘The Bottom Line’], as that means that we now have an audio-visual tool specifically for that part of our work. The short running time of the Scenarios films enhances their utility in our activities with leaders, as they are people who usually don’t have time for longer sessions.
  3) The third program area we have is HIV mainstreaming in different sectors, including the education sector. We’ve used the Scenarios from Africa films, for example, in the education sector in Benin. The films are helpful to us in our training and awareness-raising activities.
  4) And our fourth program area is the circulation of information and resources. ACI is a clearing house for audio-visual materials. In Senegal, people know that they can turn to us if they need to get their hands on Scenarios from Africa DVDs.

So, Scenarios from Africa is a good match at all levels in our different programs.” 
(Dr. Fatim Louise Dia Mme Diack, Africa Consultants International, Senegal, October 2008)
· “We are using the Scenarios as discussion tools for youth programs, youth out of school, commercial sex workers in drop-in centers, truckers, worksites and other target audiences. The most interesting innovation has been the way that the theatre troupes have taken the Scenarios films and made them into the interactive theatre that they normally present to crowds. The films are thus re-presented in a mix of Kiswahili and English called Sheng - a popular youth language.  These sessions are followed by facilitated audience interaction.” (June 2007)
“Scenarios has made a great impact on the way that HIV awareness creation has been happening in Kenya.” (October 2007)

”We use the Scenarios from Africa films in our activities in several ways:
1. We have used Scenarios from Africa in enhancing peer education, showing the films to generate discussions on different topics, including one-on-one discussion.

2. We have used Scenarios from Africa as material for enhancing theater skills; we use theater also for community education and mobilization.

3. We have used it also in the workplace where we target both men and women to raise awareness. 

4. But also very importantly, we have used the films for advocacy with management in the workplace. We have shown, for example, the film ‘The Bottom Line’ to show management that it is important for them to develop worker-friendly HIV/AIDS policies within the workplace. 

5. Apart from that, in terms of just generating community dialogue in places where we don’t have peer education, where we have what we call outreach, we have used public viewings for just raising interest in issues around HIV/AIDS and breaking the silence at different places where it is difficult to talk about sex and sexuality. So, it is connected in all the interventions that we are involved in.” (October 2008)


(Oby Obyerodhyambo, Senior Technical Advisor/Prevention, FHI/USAID, Kenya)

· “Scenarios from Africa strengthens our capacity to do our work. The films help us to reach as many people as possible; audio-visual approaches are really powerful in our country.
I’m fortunate to be in a position where I can use Scenarios from Africa to influence policy. I’m in several discussion groups or policy groups where I can draw attention to sensitive, priority subjects, including the government’s attention by using films that contain appropriately adapted messages. All we ask is that the Burkinabè people are protected and cared for. That’s one important aspect of the films for us.

In addition to advocacy, we use some of the films in our community outreach activities. I use the films often in training programs. One of the films, ‘Uncle Ali’, is one I like to use to introduce training sessions on community support for people living with HIV, because that film includes scenes with the family. And the family is the fundamental element of a community. … Scenarios from Africa films show positive images of PLWHA, examples of positive living, and that’s important. ‘Uncle Ali’, for example, shows that one can live with a PLWHA at home. Often, people draw a parallel between ‘disease’ and ‘hospital’, but that doesn’t have to be the case. A PLWHA can live in a happy context and be surrounded by his/her family and friends. Those are values that Scenarios from Africa pursues. When I use the film ‘Uncle Ali’, at the end of the session, I find that people’s initial perceptions have changed radically. I can affirm that Scenarios from Africa is effective in the fight against the discrimination and the stigmatization of people living with HIV.” 
(Issoufou Tiendrébéogo, President, Association African Solidarité, Burkina Faso, October 2008)
· “You mailed us 100 copies of the three DVD’s of the Scenarios from Africa films via our partner in Bonn late last year.  First, we want to thank you very much for the extraordinary work you and your colleagues are doing.  We used several of the films in our face-to-face week in our AIDS course for teacher educators and they were wonderful.  Beautifully made, sensitive and rich.  We have teacher educators from Malawi, Tanzania, Namibia, Rwanda, South Africa and Zambia in our course for the next 6 months, and all went home from the face to face session with a packet of films and excitement to use them with the young people they are training to be teachers. The question that remained for all of us, though, was about future films. I believe you said you will be going through another round of people submitting stories and ideas? Our question is if there will be a DVD with stories reflecting more of a southern Africa experience? Our network of teacher educators from universities and teacher training colleges who are either in the course or have completed it is now 60 people, and the entire group has been moved by this work and wants to do more!  Please let us know if there is any way we can help facilitate your own work, as we recognize that the process of creating the Scenarios from Africa films is itself an extraordinary opportunity for motivating involvement and change.” (April 2007)
“We have been using the films in a variety of ways and sending them back with course participants to teacher training colleges.  Everyone loves them and has made them a part of their curriculum in training future teachers. They really are extraordinary - some very special gems among them.” (October 2007) 
“That you have multiple stories makes it possible to reach into the lives of many people in a way that one or two stories could not. Did you ever read Robert Coles book The Call of Stories?  He makes a distinction between letting people find their own healing through stories and psychiatrists who want to 'fix' people's stories. Your stories allow people to find healing.  In fact, I know your stories allow for this as I have watched it in my classroom when using them.  What I am saying is that you are not part of the information game like many others, but part of people's processes of healing, and that is what distinguishes Scenarios from Africa for me and why I like the work.” (November 2007)

(James Lees, Lecturer & Project Coordinator, Institute for Social Development & HIV & AIDS Programme, University of the Western Cape, South Africa)
· “I have been working in the field for UNICEF/NYSC (National Youth Service Corps, Nigeria).  In February 2005, I donated 40 Scenarios from Africa and Sahel tapes to UNICEF/NYSC. These tapes were taken to the 37 NYSC Orientation Camps in Nigeria (one in each state) and shown to almost 74,000 fresh university graduates (all graduates from Nigerian universities have to undergo one year National Youth Service, and they usually spend one month in the orientation camp).  UNICEF partners with NYSC to reach these graduates with information on HIV, while they are in the camp.  Some of them are selected as Peer Educator Trainers (PET), and sent to Secondary Schools.” (2005)

“The National Youth Service Corps (NYSC) has formally adopted the use of Scenarios from Africa films as part of its training strategy, and the films were used in the training of NYSC staff as HIV Peer Influencers in December 2007 and January 2008.” (April 2008)

“Again, thank you for sending the films.  The demand for them is HUGE.  Also refer any organization from Nigeria that writes you for the films to me.  I will keep a back up, just in case.” (May 2008)

“The Scenarios from Africa project is very useful to us when it comes to mobilizing young people. It gives us an opportunity to talk with them, to work with them in creating stories. But the most useful thing for us is the Scenarios films, because we use them in our activities and we give them to other organizations involved in the fight against AIDS. The films allow us to enter into dialogue with young people and really help us to understand kids better. The films are among the most important tools we use in our activities.

In addition, we use selected Scenarios films such as ‘African Solidarity’ or ‘A Love Story’ when we want to address issues of stigmatization or discrimination. And we use lots of the Scenarios films in our activities on behalf of PLWHA.

The Scenarios from Africa films are resources that help trigger dialogue. Talking about HIV is very difficult for people, but the films open the door so that we can talk about the films’ characters and about what happens in our own lives. Half the work has been done by making the films widely available. Now, it’s up to those who work in the field to use them, and those people need relevant training. It is of capital importance for the success of the project to provide training to those who will use the films in prevention work and in activities designed to improve the lives of PLWHA.” (October 2008)

(Benjamin Mbakwem, Community and Youth Development Initiatives, Owerri, Nigeria)
· “Conhecimento é Poder (Knowledge is Power) is a community organization based in Niassa, Mozambique, that is dedicated to teaching people about HIV—both people who are at high-risk of contracting HIV and those who are in strategic positions to teach others.  We have integrated the Scenarios from Africa films into our seminars on preventing and living with HIV infection.  The films collectively illustrate our seminar’s themes of prevention, opportunistic infections, gender, and communication.

The characters in the Scenarios from Africa films are people we can relate to.  We recognize their troubles and dreams, and even their language and their environment.  We can mourn with Fatou and her father as he trades her health for some furniture; this scenario resonates with our reality [the film The Voice of Reason].  We can likewise worry with Moctar as he gets too drunk to remember his actions and then must deal with the consequences for his family [For Aicha]. Yet though we may glimpse these characters inside ourselves, they are sufficiently removed from us for us to talk openly about them.  We won’t run into these people on the street.

Some participants come to our seminars wanting to see pictures of people living with HIV.  Shared Hope is the perfect—and unexpected—response to this request.  The apparent health of a person living with HIV is baffling, yet Annie and Myriam help us comprehend this fundamental mystery.

The women who participate in our seminars are amazed by the assertiveness of Kady, whose voice is so powerful that she is able to send Adama away to buy condoms [The Shop], and of Nancy, whose determination to abstain from sex is so firm that clothes and jewelry cannot buy it away [A Ring on her Finger].  Kady and Nancy inspire our women to contemplate what they want out of relationships.  The men in our groups also appreciate these strong women:  as Tomás recently noted, “I want a woman like that, because then I’ll know that when she says yes, she really WANTS to be with me.”  

While opening an environment for dialogue, the films are also just plain fun.  We laugh with Moussah and his iron underwear [Iron Will], and with the warrior who goes out to fight AIDS on horseback [The Warrior].  The phrase “People of Contaminobo,” (the head microbe’s rallying cry to his microbial companions) has even become a jovial gathering plea for any sort of office event [The General Assembly of Diseases].  Just Once is impressive to participants not only because of the serodiscordance of the couple, but because it shows an old person buying condoms.  Imagine—an old person, buying condoms, having sex!  We burst into uncontrollable laughter when he races away on his bike to buy them. He must REALLY want them!

We work with the same seminar participants for five days, and most of our groups ask to watch the films a second, third, or fourth time.  This intrigue demonstrates that the films fundamentally strike a chord with their audience.  The characters embody our own—often hidden—struggles and emotions, and give an example of how we too may respond. They portray a very real world—an African world, where HIV is raging and heroes are learning to fight back.”  (Rebecca Vander Meulen, Conhecimento é Poder, Lichinga, Mozambique)
· “I think the films’ impact is due to the fact that this is about young people talking to young people, so the message is better adapted and can get through more quickly once packaged in film form. When a message has been well adapted, and if the message was crafted by taking into account young people and the code words they use, young people can identify with the films more easily, which makes it easier to influence their behavior. The Scenarios films and their well-told stories show that healthy behavior pays. 

One of the strengths of Scenarios from Africa is the very fact that cinema is the vector of choice. And we know the extent to which, in Africa, films are a good vector for influencing thoughts and behaviors; people in Africa are sensitive to images. Films are entertaining and serious at the same time: one uses cinema, a fun way to communicate, to pass on serious messages. I think it’s a good, effective way to achieve the project’s objectives.”

“Some of the Scenarios from Africa films deal explicitly with the question of stigmatization. It’s important to recall what goes into the creation of a Scenarios film. Once a young person’s text is selected as a contest winner, it is carefully adapted before it is shot. That adaptation process includes consultations with PLWHA and heads of associations who work in the field at community level and who know best of all how to talk about these subjects. Watching a Scenarios from Africa film, one quickly gets a sense of the work and the strategies that went into the production process and that make the messages so strong. The films are often right on target, create discussion and surely influence those who watch them. They raise awareness about stigmatization so that PLWHA are seen as full-fledged human beings who, sure, are infected with HIV, but could just as easily have been infected with some other common affliction. The PLWHA in the Scenarios films are seen in positive life situations, or just in everyday living situations. And this image of PLWHA portrayed in the films helps to raise awareness of the fact that they are normal people, just like anybody else.”

(Olga Kiswendsida Ouédraogo, Burkina Faso, Scenarios contest winner in 1997 and 2000 and today a specialist in web-based audio-visual applications, October 2008)
· “Scenarios from Africa produces excellent audio-visual tools that are based on young people’s ideas and used in activities with young audiences and with other people, as well. The films are admirable both for their production quality and their form. They are resources that are very easy to adapt and apply to any activity.

In the beginning, the idea from some people’s perspectives was that the films would contain key messages for young people. But the reach of the films is, in fact, far broader, as the topics are relevant to everybody. Scenarios films can be used in communication activities for children, prevention for adults, support and care for people living with HIV…. The texts apply to the entire society. Based on young people’s ideas, the films are useful to society at large and to the AIDS response all across Africa – and perhaps all over the planet, as the project is being emulated in other regions.

Regarding young people, I’ve got to say that many of them personally identify with some of the films. Those are stories that deal with people’s real-life, everyday problems. One example is the question of having a mobile phone in the film ‘Under Pressure.’ Another is the teacher who makes a move on a female student in ‘Sexually Transmitted Marks’. Lots of the films’ topics come directly from young people’s real world. Films on parent-child dialogue are also relevant – and not only for young people, but also for parents; it is, after all, ‘parent-child’ dialogue. The same holds true for sexual abuse by teachers: that film targets adults, on the one hand, and students on the other.
The films are very appealing, very beautiful; they are created by highly talented filmmakers. The Scenarios collection is a quality resource that we use in our own activities and distribute to local organizations to which we provide support. In my opinion, the films are an important, powerful contribution to the response to the epidemic.”
“…Our approach and use of the films is integrated. We regularly conduct training sessions in which we use a combination of things to raise awareness. For example, we did a training program with a rural AIDS-response association. Through a combination of an interactive exercise like ‘Wildfire’, plus testimonials of PLWHA, plus screenings of some Scenarios films, we succeeded by the end of the training program in reassuring those who had previously been afraid to be around people living with HIV. So, we observed a change in attitudes, in stigmatizing mindsets that had been transformed into total support. Was that change brought on by one of the Scenarios films, or the testimonials, or the interactive exercise? I can’t say, but I can say that the Scenarios films make a contribution to increasing the psychological impact of those training sessions.”
“The Scenarios films reach people above all on an emotional level, and not just intellectually. The stories are very, very touching. One of the films that comes to mind is called ‘Shared Hope’; it’s about a woman who tells a friend that she’s HIV+, and then the latter reveals that she, too, is living with the virus and provides her friend encouragement.

There are other Scenarios films that help the public at large to understand the situation of PLWHA. And that’s the most important thing of all. …Once you’ve brought somebody face-to-face, perhaps through a film, with somebody with lives with HIV and is just like them, that rehumanizes the image of a PLWHA and destroys stigma. When you see the mirror image of yourself, stigmatization is impossible, and that’s exactly what is accomplished by some Scenarios films on the subject of stigmatization.” 

(Gary Engelberg, Director, Africa Consultants International, Senegal, October 2008)

· “People really love these short films. There’s a serious lack of such resources for raising awareness. We see that people are hungry to watch the Scenarios from Africa films, especially since they’ve been dubbed into Kinyarwanda. I find it interesting that the films are now in so many languages. And in my work as a trainer, I’ve seen the importance of having the films in the national language, the local language.
[Scenarios] should place emphasis on creating some films that show examples of people who, despite their problems, manage to make good decisions, find a way to succeed and get out of poverty. It’s not only about showing people that they should abstain or use condoms, but rather to show them examples of coping with economic challenges and of not making bad decisions.”
(Alice Kayibanda, RAPP, Rwanda, October 2008)
· “According to the majority of those interviewed, if Scenarios from Africa didn’t exist, it would be necessary to create it, because its approach and educational outputs are of such extraordinary usefulness for the community of those involved in the fight against AIDS. Everywhere in Senegal today, it is Scenarios from Africa films that are used to raise awareness among young people. Sure, there are other educational tools available for that purpose, but in the opinion of many organizations, the best suited tools are the Scenarios from Africa cassettes.” (Findings of Moulaye Ismaël Dicko of Mali after conducting evaluative interviews with 2005 Scenarios contest team members in Senegal)

· “I pointed out before that if Scenarios from Africa didn’t exist, we would have to create it, because in Mali the best resources we have in the fight against the AIDS pandemic are the Scenarios from Africa films. One of my roles in Mali is to oversee the distribution of these films. Every organization working in response to AIDS is happy to have the Scenarios films for their activities; they are very useful for everybody who’s involved in the fight.”
“Some years ago, addressing stigmatization emerged as a key concern to us in the Scenarios team. We saw the need to evolve with the epidemic, to take into account new aspects as time passed. And stigmatization and discrimination appeared as major problems. We knew that we had to get young people to express themselves on that subject. Scenarios from Africa understood that and, in the contest leaflet, suggested relevant topics for participants to write on. Young people then showed that they did indeed have good ideas for fighting against stigmatization and discrimination. Today, in the Scenarios from Africa collection, we have films that make a strong contribution to those objectives. I see a link between that and the fact that people infected or affected by HIV have participated a lot in our activities the past couple of years in Mali; they’ve understood that Scenarios is an activity in which they really should be fully engaged.”
(Moulaye Ismaël Dicko of CESPA, Mali, October 2008)
· “MANASO is a local NGO in Malawi which caters for all other AIDS service organizations operating in the country (local or international) by distributing IEC materials. We at MANASO once requested the Scenarios video tapes and you kindly provided us with the tapes. MANASO membership is still growing, which means that more community-based organizations from areas previously not covered are accessing the resources. As a result, demand for the Scenarios tapes is on the increase since they are the most popular video tapes so far, especially in the activities aimed at communicating the HIV/AIDS message to the youth all over the country. Therefore we would like to request for more of these wonderful tapes from you.” (Bridget Kumwenda, Resource Center Officer, MANASO, Malawi, May 2005)
· “Participants were shown short videos from Scenarios from Africa - a growing collection of films on HIV/AIDS by leading African directors, based on original ideas by young Africans. Participants agreed that it would be an excellent idea to integrate the use of these short video clips in the delivery of the WSWM [World Starts with Me] curriculum at the school level. The videos have the advantages of:

– Setting an environment more open to discussion on the issue.

– Fostering personal reflection in relation to ones’ own life.

– Increasing the level of knowledge.

– Being culturally relevant.

– Extending the discussions beyond the current experience of the students (potential risky behaviour).

– Being used in countless different ways.”


(Report on SchoolNet Uganda WSWM core team orientation workshop, January 2008)
· “Scenarios from Africa enhances our work. In prevention activities, we use the films to introduce discussions. And as the films have been dubbed into our local languages, they help us trigger exchanges with groups at community level. The Scenarios collection is a comprehensive, all-around resource that we use a lot. For example, during the most recent African Cup of Nations football tournament, we showed the films on a giant screen at our youth center.” (Mistoura Salou, CeRADIS, Benin, October 2008)

· “Just wanted to let you know that we showed one of the films in one of the communities where we work. We showed them ‘Advice from an Aunt’ and it was followed by a lively debate in which community members expressed their concern over the behaviour of its youth and the weakening of family bonds. What struck me as most interesting was that they also mentioned that this film illustrated why the community wanted to invest in educating their youth and specifically their women. The link between the film, reality and practical solutions for the problems described was clarified easily and not by us as facilitators but by the people themselves. Which is exactly what we aim for!  So our first show was a great success, and that gives us a lot of motivation for the future.” (Jojanneke Spoor, Care, Angola, December 2008)
· “Many thanks once again for sending the films [100 copies of the Green DVD set] at the beginning of the year. They have all been distributed to CBOs or to our HIV mainstreaming focal points, each of which works with 5-7 CBOs. In addition, we made good use of your films during our training session for the focal points. Each DED [German Development Service] office also received 3 or 4, of which 2 or 3 were given to CBOs and one kept to make copies. Given the good performance of the films, requests keep coming in. I just have two left. So, we would like to order another shipment.” (Andrea Dansoko, HIV Advisor, DED, Lomé, Togo, July 2008)

· “I have the pleasure to inform you that the 52 copies of Scenarios from Africa have arrived. I’m enormously happy, because I always hear that the films are excellent for starting discussions with young people and ‘older folks’. The community-based organizations on my waiting list are going to be very pleased.” (Andrea Dansoko, HIV Advisor, DED, Lomé, Togo, September 2008)
· “A snap survey was done to find out if the Scenarios from Africa films were making an impact in the fight against HIV. Organizations working on HIV programs and who are also running VCT centres said they found the films very useful in educating people who visit their centres. These organizations include PSI and the Swaziland Network of People Living with HIV. They were all along lacking in material to use in educating their members and communities they are working with.” (Siphiwe Nkambule, Super Buddies Clubs, Swaziland, May 2008)
· “The Scenarios films build/reinforce capacity to carry out activities in the areas of prevention and support/care. The very short Scenarios films, dealing with a diverse range of HIV-related subjects, are according to the interviewees well-suited as tools for use in training sessions on health, HIV/AIDS, and on poverty (certain films illustrate the links between the epidemic and poverty). One interviewee pointed out that the films are also valuable as ‘self-training’ tools. By that he meant that his organization’s field prevention workers talk about the films among themselves with a view to identifying new ways to use a given film and then to highlighting key topics that they feel must be emphasized with a specific group. In addition, the films are used in public prevention activities, in support groups of PLWHA, and even by counselors who must announce a positive test result. One interviewee told the story of a married woman who, after learning that her test was positive, watched the Scenarios from the Sahel film Shared Hope with the counselor. The woman then asked to borrow the cassette and showed the film to her husband as a way to tell him about her status.” (Findings of a 2005 evaluative study conducted by Mr. Parfait Hounnou in Burkina Faso, involving one-on-one interviews with 15 people. Twelve of the fifteen interviewees live with HIV; the other three work with organizations dedicated to the care and support of PLWHA.)
“The Scenarios from Africa films are useful in that, when used in awareness-raising activities, they help people to understand the needs of PLWHA and to gain knowledge of HIV/AIDS.” “Scenarios from Africa succeeds by highlighting stories that are creative and completely lacking anything that might be discriminatory or offensive.” (Comments by two participants in the above-mentioned study by P. Hounnou in Burkina Faso, both of whom are young women living with HIV.)
· “All we used to do was provide kids with training in French, English and computer skills during vacations. But now, thanks to Scenarios from Africa, we’ve started a weekly film program every Saturday where kids learn about AIDS. Drawing on the discussions and the questions the kids ask after watching the films, we’re going to develop a discussion plan focusing on those HIV-related topics that the kids seem not to master very well. And during vacations, we’ll provide them with in-depth training on those topics.” (Niyomugabo Emmanuel, Rwanda, June 2008)

· “From the perspective of community-based workers, Scenarios from Africa has made an enormous contribution to awareness-raising activities. In the past, we faced a lack of communications resources. Thanks to Scenarios from Africa in our country, we now have diversified audio-visual in key African languages – Wolof and Pulaar.” (Gabrial Diaga Diouf, ACI/GTZ, Senegal, October 2008)
· “I'm a Peace Corps volunteer serving in Zambia as an HIV/AIDS educator for deaf populations. I received a copy of Scenarios from Africa from my PEPFAR Director. I found the films to be of incredible quality and was very impressed overall. Thank you for your hard work and commitment to this project. I especially want to applaud you on your attention to providing the videos with a sign language interpretation (and a very skilled ASL interpreter at that!) It's a detail often overlooked or purposely left out. I know how much work it takes to locate an interpreter and then to have it sequenced with the film. Again, kudos to you all!” (Beth Urquhart, September 2008)
· “I am a Combonienne Missionary working in Congo/Kinshasa and involved in a Diocese organization for the fight against AIDS in the Eastern Province of the DRC. I recently saw your films in Lingala, the language used in our rural area, and I was positively impressed, especially given that in the DRC I cannot find any such audio-visual tools that could help us with our outreach throughout the Diocese. Your films would be a great help for our work with young people, adults and couples.” (Sister Cinzia Trotta, Soeurs Comboniennes, Democratic Republic of Congo, October 2008)
· “I would like to order 50 DVDs in red, blue and green of your fantastic videos for HIV awareness. Maybe you now Don Bosco? Under this name the congregation of the Salesians of Don Boscos (16,500 priests and brothers) takes care of children and youth at risk. They work in 42 African countries, in schools, youth centers and parishes. We in Bonn coordinate the support for those projects in developing countries…. Per year we host over 300 Salesians and staff of the social projects. We would like to distribute those DVDs among our visitors, especially from Africa. Thanks for your support.” (Ulla Fricke, Don Bosco Mission, Germany, February 2009)

· “I am presently completing my masters in ‘Development Studies and Gender’ at the University of Leeds in England and plan to write my thesis on message/impact analysis of selected Scenarios from the Sahel and Scenarios from Africa films. I have worked as a journalist at the UN Press Agency (IRIN), where I focused on the impact of HIV/AIDS on young Senegalese and on the means of prevention used by the government and different associations to reach that population. In addition, during an internship at UNICEF in Bamako, a created and coordinated a training workshop for young journalists on various subjects, including HIV prevention by and for youths. It was then that I discovered Scenarios from the Sahel and Scenarios from Africa and understood what a superb prevention tool it is. Indeed, through the laughter, the lively debates and sometimes even the tears of the young journalists who attended the screenings, I was able to appreciate and to observe the films’ impact on this age group which can be so hard to get through to, and to see the way the films foster conversation on subjects that usually fall victim to taboos. I find that your approach, which gives the floor directly to young people and allows the audience to identify with the situations presented in the films, not only to be innovative but also crucial when it comes to reaching young people, getting them to react, and to trigger dialogue.” (Amayèle Dia, University of Leeds, May 2008)

· “I am currently carrying out training for ‘Through Our Eyes,’ our collaboration with the American Refugee Committee; it's a project that integrates gender violence prevention and HIV/AIDS awareness and prevention in conflict-affected areas. I'm about to leave for Southern Sudan in a week, and would love to receive a copy of the Scenarios in English to take with me, if possible: the field staff/outreach personnel there have very few resources with which to work. Either DVD or VHS (PAL) would be great. (I have shared Scenarios du Sahel with participants in most of the training workshops I've done in W. Africa, but have never had an English version.)” (Lauren Goldsmith, Communication for Change, July 2007)

· “I am excited to report that one post, Kenya, is eager to receive 10 copies of the sign language version of Scenarios from Africa for their deaf education project.” “I just got an email response from our program in Ghana which has PCVs working in the arts in deaf schools. Could you include 10 copies for them as well?” (Kristie McComb, health specialist at Peace Corps headquarters in Washington, July 2008)
· “They're great! Great acting, super messages and entertaining to boot.” (Pierre Robert, UNICEF/Mali, February 2005, on Scenarios from Africa)
· “I am a nurse from Sweden and have moved to Tanzania 2 months ago to work with Pemba / Tanzania Civil Society Project (2 years). It is a project financed by the government in Sweden SIDA together with FPCT in Tanzania. I’m going to have lots of seminars for sports teachers and club trainers, both females and males. I will focus on HIV/AIDS prevention among youth. Could you please send me your DVDs? I would really like to use them in the seminars. From Sept-Dec I will have 40 days of seminars in Tanga region, Dar es Salaam, East coast and Pemba.” (Christina Lindberg, August 2008)
·  “I would like to let you know that your DVDs on HIV/AIDS are really appreciated by my colleagues here in Niger. Just one comment: The topic ‘mother-to-child transmission’ and ‘care and support for HIV+ mothers/babies” is not sufficiently covered. Perhaps that could be addressed in the next collection? Thanks.”  (Ursula Hof, HIV technical advisor, German Development Service, Niamey, Niger, March 2008)

· “You are aware of the work UNMIL [UN Mission in Liberia] is doing with Scenarios, with our Public Information Section, Community Outreach Unit. Every fortnight the Integrated Mission Training Center conducts induction training for newcomers into the mission.  One of the highlights of said induction is the session on HIV/AIDS conducted by our office.  We are interested in including the Scenarios from Africa DVD(s) into the package we give to participants in the induction training. Furthermore we also conduct HIV awareness for the mission military contingents and we are also interested in distributing copies to every new battalion.” (Musumali Shindano, UNMIL, March 2008)

· “The DVDs are going down very well. Our Video Outreach Group carried out  an intensive two week campaign last month in the video clubs (40 of them) and communities in Montserrado (the most populated part of Liberia) using the Scenarios DVDs. They went down very well and apparently triggered some very interesting debates.” (Lynne Walder, UNMIL, July 2007) 
· “Many thanks. We received the donated DVD copy of the first 28 Scenarios from the Sahel and Scenarios from Africa films. Indeed it has been most useful; we are using eleven clips from it in a one-hour collection with some musicals. We tried our best to include a little talk after each segment of 3 clips. For now we are producing three thousand, five hundred copies for distribution to in-school adolescents. Our expectation is that they will use it not only for themselves but with their immediate family, extended family, friends and neighbours. Nigerians generally do not have a good reading culture, but they love to watch films. What we hope to achieve with this initiative is a positive behaviour change that will reduce the spread of HIV, and mitigate its impact. We all really need to move fast. We think that it would be a good idea to evaluate the distribution, coverage and the impact of the film, because it would be good for future programming, and therefore we will start evaluation by January. The major distribution of the film will be done on World AIDS Day, Dec 1, 2006, to in-school adolescents as part of activities to commemorate the day. Quality Life Project having put the idea together, received support from Shell Nigeria Exploration and Production Company (SNEPCo) to produce 3500 copies for distribution free. Once again I thank you.” (Bunmi Iyere, Quality Life Project, Nigeria, 26 November 2006)

· “I am not surprised with the popularity of the Scenarios films; just like I said, they portray and say messages of what one has always wanted to say but did not know how. Scenerios films are hot cakes.” (Wise Chauluka, National AIDS Control Programme, Malawi, May 2005)
· “I was given your details by Irena Pearse in our Tanzania office and she said that you were able to offer a donation of Scenarios films to VSO. We would be extremely interested in this as we have used the films before in some of our programmes and they were a great success. Currently we work in 32 countries and have HIV & AIDS programmes in 22 countries. Our Africa programmes cover 17 countries. We would be interested in the English version for all African countries but also Kiswahili for Tanzania and Kenya and French for Cameroon and Rwanda and Portuguese for Mozambique. VSO as I am sure you know works through volunteers based within partner organizations throughout these countries so there is an opportunity to reach some of the remoter parts of the countries and some of the organizations working with the most disadvantaged. I would be every happy to coordinate distribution to our programmes and would think that somewhere in the region of 5-10 films per country would really be an amazing resource.” (Kate Iorpenda, Programme Development Adviser-HIV & AIDS, VSO, 6 October 2006)
· “Four years ago, we received a VHS copy of 3 Scenarios from the Sahel films via UNFPA. Those films are an extremely important link in our chain of HIV education and awareness raising. Today, once again, we would like to request a copy of your films, but ideally on DVD, because that is now much more common here than VHS.” (Ousmane Mamadou Diop, ASPRO2001, Mauritania, July 2007)
· “We show your series also in the slum cinemas and people are enthusiastic about them. I promote the series wherever we can. Left the copies you sent in Uganda, Kenya, South Africa and next month in Rwanda.” (Gérard Bueters, Slum Cinema, June 2008)
· “This past May, CRIPS/Paris gave me a copy of Scenarios from Africa, which I then passed on to the Alliance Française in Antananarivo, where they have been showing it every day to a packed house! We would like to give a copy of the video to each of the 30 Alliance Française offices across Madagascar, as well as our 20 rural libraries. The librarians receive general training every year, and in the future they will also receive training on HIV prevention.” (Christine de Gunzbourg, Association Trait d’union France/Madagascar, October 2005)
· “I have been away and, now back, just received your "green" set of DVDs. What an impressive piece of work! Congratulations on the scope of both content and language coverage, all this done with the involvement of youth. I do want to share information about this collection with our country-level colleagues around the world. … Thanks again for your generosity in sharing this excellent product! As translation into local languages is often an issue, we are delighted to find a tool in which this has already been done.” (Laurie Newell, UN Cares, New York, July 2008)
· “A Hausa woman [from Nigeria] I met had gotten a copy of the Scenarios films in South Africa. When she returned she could not use it with her audience (out-of-school), since they could not speak English.  She then had their drama troupe ACT ALL THE FILMS, which she also filmed. She now uses the Hausa version to work with her audience.” (Report by Benjamin Mbakwem, Scenarios National Coordinator in Nigeria, November 2007)

· “A quick note to say that we have received the new Histórias DVDs, and people are drooling over them! People are also excited by the prospect of learning English through the English version (as they already have the Portuguese version virtually memorized).” (Rebecca Vander Muelen, Conhecimento é Poder, Mozambique, May 2007)
· “I can’t tell you how important it was to have your videos when doing training. And not just with young people. Older people were just as engrossed and amazed.” (Lynne Walder, former VSO worker in Guinea-Bissau, March 2005)
· “Last night about 400 youths gathered in the court yard of Yamoussoukro's Grand Mosque to watch an open-air showing of the [Scenarios from Africa] French-language video containing clips about AIDS -- all of them produced by African filmmakers -- and then participate in an hour long discussion about AIDS.  … Talk about youth outreach! We never had an event like this before (neither had the Imams!) and they want us to do more programming.” (David R. Andresen, U.S. Embassy, Abidjan, Côte d’Ivoire, December 2005)

· “Currently, I'm juggling two film projects -- one about nutrition and alternative crops to tobacco in Malawi, and one on British American Tobacco corporate social responsibility practices that harm farm workers in Nigeria.  I'm in the early stages of designing a project about HIV/AIDS and tobacco farm workers in Malawi and Nigeria. I would like to integrate the Scenarios films in presentations with tobacco farm workers and health advocates in Malawi and Nigeria.” (Marty Otañez, American Cancer Society Postdoctoral Researcher at UC San Francisco, September 2007)

· “The films are in general very relevant and essential to the Ethiopian society. Not only can the films be used for prevention education but also for sensitization or raising awareness about stigma of infected/affected people.

At the end of the discussions, I raised the issue that the films might not be taken seriously in the Ethiopian context since it was not produced in Ethiopia by Ethiopians. Their response was that the lessons and the messages were very relevant and that is what matters beyond who made the film and where it was made. 

Additionally, they said that the fact that it was filmed elsewhere shows the fact that this problem has spread in other parts of the world beyond Ethiopia and that there are similar lessons to be learned. The cultural contexts of the films are still similar to Ethiopia's societal context and there are many lessons to be learned from the films.

They said that the video was very useful in doing prevention education especially among the youth since the video was made by young people and also addresses the issues that young people are going through in the midst of this disaster. 

They said that they would not use the video in its entirety to one group but rather pick out certain films to show to certain groups of people depending on appropriateness and timing.” (Ms. Obse Ababiya, on a focus-group discussion with youth people at the organization HAPCSO, Ethiopia, December 2004)

· “The distribution of the Scenarios films gives organizations and human resources access to an awareness-raising tool that is culturally appropriate and relevant to all the different parts of our society.”  “Whenever we showed the Scenarios films in schools as part of our program to encourage participation in the contest, the discussions always went overtime, because of all the questions the films triggered among the kids.” (Members of the 2005 contest team in Senegal, in an anonymous evaluation)
· “I am a program officer with National Organization of Peer Educators. NOPE has worked with over 50 workplaces in Kenya in establishing peer-education programs and over 30 youth serving organization in Kenya, Uganda, Tanzania, Southern Sudan, Sierra Leone, Liberia and Somali Republic. I wish to request for copies of Scenarios from Africa and Scenarios from Sahel. During the pre-testing process, we managed to pre-test both collections of the films. I wish to request copies as they have proved very relevant to our trainings and also helped in domesticating the issues on HIV and AIDS in Africa. The Scenarios have also proved very handy tools for Peer Educators of all ages and groupings.” (Filberts Oluoch, NOPE, Kenya, September 2007)

· “Greetings from Cote d'Ivoire. I just had to write and tell you that the CARE staff here actually already use Scenarios and love the films.  One of my colleagues animated our lunch today recounting his favorite films (everyone loves the film with the young man who was ashamed to buy condoms in the shop…). However, they only have scenarios on video cassettes so they are happy to have the DVDs too.  Nearly everyone here understands French even au village and the national local language is Dioula so the DVDs were perfect!  Thanks again!” (Kathleen Julie Holmes, CARE/Emory University, Ivory Coast, June 2008)

· “I am a US Peace Corps Volunteer working in Mozambique on an Income Generating project.  My principle responsibility throughout my two years will be to mainstream HIV/AIDS activities into our various micro enterprises. A couple of our beneficiaries are running "cinemas" and I think that showing a couple of the Global Dialogue films would be a wonderful way to begin the process. My supervisor was able to get a hold of the DVD set when he was at the HIV/AIDS Conference in Toronto, but we only have one set and don't want to part with it! … PS: The films are great!” (Lily Olivier, Peace Corps, Mozambique, May 2007)
· “We have used the Scenarios from Africa contest as a launching pad for advocacy on the use of the Scenarios DVD's as a tool for education and discussion. I am happy to report that your fantastic films have become very popular in Kigoma and in Bagamoyo!” (Erin Smith, Red Cross, Tanzania, March 2008)

· “I am a Peace Corps (PC) Volunteer in The Gambia. The PC office has lent me a copy of the Scenarios from Africa video which we are using to do outreach at Hands on Care at the Brikama Health Center. The videos are a great asset and are received very well by the public. However, a majority of the people in this area speak Mandinka. I was wondering if there is any possibility of getting the video in the Mandinka language? Thank you very much.” (Olga Samborska, Peace Corps, The Gambia, June 2008)

· On behalf of Matabeleland AIDS Council I would like to express our sincere gratitude for the scenarios of Africa DVDs and cassettes, these will definitely go a long way in making our work more exciting and creative.  We will use these DVDs in the different district offices that we have around the country and I am sure that this will assist our target groups in understanding the different issues around HIV and AIDS. (Viola George, Matabeleland AIDS Council, Zimbabwe, January 2008)

· “World AIDS Day movies and discussion in Juba, South Sudan: 
The U.S. Consul General in Juba, Makila James, hosted a World AIDS Day program at her residence in the capital of South Sudan on December 1.  The program coincided with the visit to Juba of the PAO, his staff, and the Cairo-based Regional English Language Officer. Approximately 20 guests attended, including several representatives from Juba-based NGOs committed to combating HIV/AIDS, as well as from UNICEF, the U.S. Centers for Disease Control, and USAID.  The group watched 10 of the 15 short films on the VHS tape, “Scenarios from Africa,” offered by ARS-Paris.  Two mini-discussions allowed participants to share experiences and strategies for informing Sudanese in both North and South Sudan about fighting AIDS.   PAO also read Secretary Rice’s statement about HIV/AIDS, and shared an article from the New York Times about the scourge of sexual abuse of girls in Africa.  “Scenarios from Africa” was a big hit with the NGOs and others in the audience, and all five copies were given away to allow HIV/AIDS activists to use it with their constituencies.  PAO received numerous requests for additional copies.” (Joel Maybury, US Mission, Khartoum, Sudan, 3 December 2006)
· “The Histórias de África films have been very useful to us in our work. Our 20 youth outreach workers use the films all the time. They’re a great way to get discussions going. Young people in Bissau like the films, because they identify strongly with the people in the films, as well as the stories.” (Padre Alberto Zamberletti, Director of CARITAS/Guinea Bissau, January 2005)
· “Is it possible for you send to us, as urgent as possible, more copies of “Histórias de África”? Due to the fact that we’re sending them also to Brazil and other NGO’s of African Portuguese speaking countries we need more copies.” (Jorge Moreira, Abraço, Lisbon, Portugal, May 2008)
· “German Development Cooperation is the personnel-sending agency of the German development aid. We are supporting the fight against HIV/AIDS in 19 countries worldwide. We had earlier last year received a sample of the ‘Scenarios from Africa’ DVD, and find them extremely useful. Therefore, we like to request a full order for our headquarters.” (Cornelia Grade, DED, Bonn, 4 January 2007)
· “This is just to say thank for your short films which are really educative and simple to understand. I want to say they really drive the message home and on DVD 4 Jackie’s story [the film A Love Story about a husband’s support for his wife, who is having difficulties with her ARV treatment] really touched me, especially the way her husband stood with her at a moment that Jackie needed her. I believe many people will learn from him and take care of their loved ones.”  (Mario Muramua, Mozambique, January 2008)

· “We lent a copy to OXFAM Rwanda and they used it for a staff training session and I'm told all the participants were in stitches laughing at the short film of the mechanics' training [The Champions], especially as there were staff drivers in the training.” (Irena Pearse, HIV & AIDS Co-ordinator, VSO Rwanda, June 2005)
· “I am the HIV/AIDS Project Coordinator for the International Organization for Migration (IOM) in Lusaka, Zambia.  Our mandate is to ensure the humane and orderly resettlement of refugees and forced migrants throughout the world.  Currently our primary ‘clients’ in Zambia are Angolan refugees who are soon to return home after 27 years of civil war.  My concern is to ensure that in addition to resettlement into communities refugees also get the information they need on HIV and AIDS. I would love to utilize some of the videos available on your website. I am particularly interested in the videos that you have translated into Portuguese.  Please let me know as soon as possible because the refugees will begin to go home in early May and we need to reach them before then.” (Buck Child, IOM, Zambia, March 2005)
· “I’m writing this letter to confirm that we received the Histórias de África DVDs last week and to send you many, many thanks the size of the Earth for having sent us this material, which we have already showed to 8,563 adolescents and young people. When you have new materials, please send them to us.” (Mr. Mentira, Coordinator, AJUPCE, Beira, Mozambique, April 2008)

· “Le Groupe de Recherche et d’Action pour le Bien-Etre au Bénin (GRABE-Bénin, The Research and Action Group for Well-Being in Benin) has been using the Scenarios from the Sahel and Scenarios from Africa films in its activities in the area of STIs/HIV/AIDS. The cassettes are of great utility for our organization and for the communities we serve. Our 64 clubs received copies and carried out awareness-raising activities in their villages and neighborhoods under the supervision of GRABE members. The other cassettes were distributed to 32 village chiefs and to schools.”
(Appolinaire Oussou Lio, Executive Director of GRABE-Benin, June 2005)
· “CARE International in Angola is working on mainstreaming HIV and AIDS into livelihoods projects. Besides that, we are using a program of peer education to inform our staff, their family and our partners on issues relating to HIV and AIDS. It is hard to find good material in Portuguese, so the information about the Histórias de África films is very welcome! If possible I would like to equip all are offices with a DVD or CDrom. We have 8 offices.” (Jojanneke Spoor, CARE Angola, April 2008)

· “I have some exciting news. I showed the Scenarios films to our IEC specialist and our partners at a rural hospital in southern Tanzania. They loved the films & there is a strong possibility that we might use them as part of a community mobilization/sensitization project to encourage VCT demand in rural areas in Kilolo district. … We have a projector and a generator that we can use.  Also, the Zanzibar office is going to show them in their clinic waiting room.  Everyone is very excited that they will soon be available in Kiswahili.” (Kate Bowler, Clinton Foundation, Tanzania, September 2006)
· “Your films are greatly appreciated by our target groups, especially young people. We conducted a survey, and people are asking for copies of the new Scenarios films. Without doubt, these films will have a considerable effect on behavior change in our population, which is mostly illiterate.” (Mariam Diara, Save the Children, Burkina Faso, April 2008)

· “I am working in Save the Children Sweden and we have a workplace policy on HIV/AIDS. I was very happy to know that you have produced DVDs with various short films, written by children, on the issues of HIV/AIDS. I watched some Scenarios, and found them excellent for discussions! I would like to order 15 copies for distribution to all our offices in Africa.” (Eva Nordfjell, Save the Children, Sweden, February 2008)
· “I confirm that the shipment you sent has arrived safe and sound here at the main offices of the Initiative Jeunes (Youth Initiative). I had the great pleasure – an exclusive! – on the day of the festival of Tabaski to watch the new films with my family. They’re beautiful, and what’s more, they’re magnificently useful tools to break through taboos and to trigger a real, serious debate about everything pertaining to AIDS.” (Ibrahim Mahamane, Initiative Jeunes, Niger, January 2005)
· “Every Peace Corps Volunteer has been given a copy of Scenarios DVDs, and those teaching at schools (which often have 'movie nights' and can show DVDs better than most areas) given the opportunity for more if they want. We will have a conference in June that brings some of the best and brightest (66) students in Ghana together.  They will have intensive HIV/AIDS training, along with leadership and peer education, and at the end will be given Scenarios and some other items to use as community outreach personnel.” (Alex Peterson, Peace Corps, Ghana, February 2008)

· “During a visit to St. Louis [northern Senegal] at the beginning of June, I discovered that a Spanish organization working in the Fuuta region had made and distributed CD copies of the Scenarios films for local groups. That really made me happy.” (Gabriel Diaga Diouf, Scenarios from Africa National Coordinator, Senegal, June 2006)
· “The Bank of African Development [Tunisia office] would like to take part in the 1st of December (International AIDS Day) activities by, among other things, showing films about HIV/AIDS. I am contacting you upon the advice of our representative in Burkina Faso, to ask if you could please provide us with a copy of Scenarios from Africa for our program.” (Dr. Wanji Ngah, Bank of African Development, Tunisia, November 2007)

· “This year, the Bank of African Development will celebrate World AIDS Day at its Tunis offices. The organizational committee would like to raise awareness on that day by means of screenings of short films and a theatre production. Toward this end, the organizational committee would like to request a DVD copy of your films dealing with diverse topics on this pandemic.” (Abdoulaye Traoré, member of the organizational committee for World AIDS Day, BAD, Tunis, Tunisia, September 2008)

· “When I first arrived at site in mid-August, I realized that Scenarios from Africa is already in use here. The PSI New Start office I work with shows a few of the films on vhs to clients while they wait to see our counselors.” (Rachel Kagel, new Peace Corps Volunteer in Lesotho, November 2007)
· “Thank you so much for the Scenarios in Kiswahili! I just had copies made & I'm working with our IEC coordinator on plans to include screenings as part of our IEC activities within our Rural Initiative & share these films with our partners.  As we speak they are flying over to Zanzibar where they will be shown in clinics we support there.” (Kate Bowler, Clinton Foundation, Tanzania, April 2007)

· “At the end of 2004 you sent me a videotape plus a DVD with ‘Scenarios from Africa’ in English. We have been using them intensively here in Ndala Tanzania (Puge Division, Tabora Region) in our AIDS awareness program in 40 primary schools and 2 secondary schools and one teachers’ training college. The scenarios are very useful indeed, particularly in the secondary schools and adult groups to incite discussions.” (Theodori Kulinduka, AIDS Programme Ndala Hospital, Tanzania, March 2006)
· “I am a US Peace Corps Volunteer serving in Swaziland, and am very interested in trying to get a copy of the 'Scenarios from Africa' DVD in SiSwati or Zulu.  I am organizing a women's conference in the rural town I live in, and after screening this video in English, I would love to use it for my conference.  I believe that it would facilitate a wonderful and beneficial discussion between the girls and older women who are attending the conference.  Due to the fact that I live in a rural area, I don't think that everyone present at the conference would understand the English tape the Peace Corps office currently has, and I was hoping that it was available in a local language.  Please let me know if it is.  There are currently 40 US Peace Corps volunteers serving in Swaziland, and I believe that many of them would use this video if we could obtain it in SiSwati or a related Bantu language.  Please let me know if it is available and how to obtain it.  Thanks so much!” (Nicole Weber, Peace Corps, Swaziland, October 2007)

· “I’m writing to you from N’Djamena in Chad. I work for the German Development Service as HIV Mainstreaming Advisor. I received 3 Scenarios from Africa films from our HQ, and everybody here is enthusiastic. I also frequently use your films in my work. May I request additional copies to distribute?” (Agnès Zimmermann, DED, Chad, July 2007)

· “I would love to get together. In fact, I know about the Scenarios project and have seen some of the films. Of course, I am particularly fond of the one with the Head of State!” (Sandy Thurman, formerly AIDS Advisor to President Clinton, in a message to Kate Winskell of Global Dialogues, August 2006)

· “My name is Marico INOUE. (I am Japanese.) I work for Japanese ODA, called JICA, as a volunteer, and now  I'm working in the project about HIV/AIDS in Madagascar. We often use DVDs of "SCENARIOS FROM AFRICA" at our workshops. These are very useful, and we all thank you for supplying them to us.” (Marico Inoue, JICA, Madacascar, August 2007)

· The following are selected findings of an in-depth evaluative study on the use of the Scenarios films at community level in Burkina Faso, carried out from May to August 2005 by Mr. Dieudonné Bassonon of IPC:

· “According to the majority of the heads of AIDS programs and associations, the usefulness of the films is to be found in their ability to raise or underscore current questions on the state of the epidemic and the response to HIV/AIDS both in communities and among teams that facilitate film screenings and discussions.”

· “The Scenarios films are used practically every time youth mobilization activities are carried out in the fight against AIDS.”

· “Generally speaking, the films are considered to be very useful tools for education programs in communities, as well as for advocacy programs. They facilitate social mobilization, and the diversity of topics covered allows one to systematically integrate screenings of the films as a standard activity within programs.”

· “The wide variety of topics covered in the Scenarios films is perceived as an advantage over other existing films, which in general deal with just one single topic. Another oft-cited positive element of the Scenarios films is the fact that they are up-to-date; there are other films out there that can no longer be used, because they contain outdated or even erroneous information about AIDS. In the Scenarios films, topics are addressed in such a way that one can use them in a manner that is in line with current discourse on AIDS and with current methods of combating the epidemic.”

· “The Scenarios collections are considered to be the most complete collection available to field workers. According to the head of an organization in Ouagadougou: ‘The main topics that we generally cover are addressed in one or more films in the Scenarios collections.’” 

· However, in his report Mr. Bassonon highlights the following as topics that have not yet been sufficiently addressed in the Scenarios films:

1. Education in sexual and reproductive health

2. Life skills and empowerment strategies

3. Caring for children orphaned by AIDS

4. The question of infected children

5. The sexuality of people living with HIV/AIDS

6. The self-stigmatization of people living with HIV/AIDS

7. How to live positively with HIV/AIDS

· Mr. Bassonon’s priority recommendation to the Scenarios from Africa team was to provide training to those who screen the films so as to ensure their optimal use.

B. Use of the Scenarios films by businesses

· “To Whom It May Concern: I work with Kenya Tea Growers Association which has a membership of about 48 tea companies at any one time. My main responsibility is to coordinate HIV and AIDS workplace programmes. I attended an ACCA workshop in South Africa at the beginning of November 2004 from where I got a copy of the "Scenarios from Africa" video cassette. Since then we have used the cassette and it is a very powerful teaching tool. We have very many companies who would like to have a copy of their own since we are widespread in western and some parts of central Kenya. Could you please assist us to get 50 copies if possible?”  (Joel Langat, Coordinator, KTGA HIV and AIDS Work Place Programmes, Kericho, Kenya, January 2005)
· “I always need more copies of the Scenarios films. I distribute them non-stop, and my last DVD set is right now in the hands of a peer educator, who wants to show the films to her family… On the first of December, I can say already that they were shown [by Shell offices] at least in Burkina Faso, Ivory Coast, Morocco, Togo and Benin. I’m still awaiting feedback from the other countries.” (Dr. Danielle Coulibaly, Shell HIV advisor, December 2007)

· September 2008: Dr. Coulibaly requests copies of the audio versions of the Scenarios from Africa films for distribution to Shell truckers across the continent.

· “Life this Way is a project for Chevron employees as well as their families regarding the epidemic HIV. We give information sessions where the main theme is HIV. We are planning to work with the community as well where we will use films related to HIV such as Scenarios from the Sahel. I was wondering if I can get the collection of Scenarios from Africa produced in 2003 and 2004?” (Gisela Nambua, "Life This Way" & Special Projects Coordinator at Chevron-Angola, February 2008)
· “I coordinate the International Labour Organization’s ‘Education on HIV/AIDS in the Workplace’ program in Burkina Faso. We provide technical support to 16 companies in Burkina Faso for the development of policies and programs of prevention and care for workers and their families. Toward this end, peer educators were trained in each company, and they are now implementing behavior-change strategies and programs. I would like to request 20 Scenarios from Africa DVD sets to facilitate the work of the peer educators.” (David Guiré, ILO, Burkina Faso, December 2007)

In addition, nearly 1,000 copies of the Scenarios films have been distributed through the French headquarters of international companies operating in sub-Saharan Africa, including the Groupe Accor (hotels), SOMDIAA (sugar production), and TOTAL (petroleum). They use the Scenarios films to raise awareness among local employees and their families across Africa. This possibility opened up when the Hôtel Silmandé (Groupe Accor) provided generous support to the 2005 international jury in Ouagadougou, Burkina Faso. The Groupe Accor continued its support for Scenarios from Africa in the context of the 2008 international jury.
Other examples: the BICIS bank in Senegal and Burkina Faso’s national telephone company (ONATEL) use the Scenarios films in their in-house prevention activities. At ONATEL, the employees take turns at bringing the films home to share with their families and friends.
C. Scenarios on wheels: mobile cinemas and bus companies

When it comes to reaching out to rural communities, mobile cinemas are invaluable partners in the response to HIV/AIDS.
For several years now, the Cinomade Association, based in Bobo Dioulasso, Burkina Faso, has been using the Scenarios films in its innovative, interactive audio-visual evenings across the country. By mid-2006, Cinomade had conducted more than 270 such events, reaching over 650,000 people (over 5% of the total population of Burkina Faso). Since the beginning of Cinomade’s activities in 1999, an estimated one million people have personally attended their awareness-raising projections. In 2007/8, Cinomade was also a key partner in mobilising young Burkinabè to take part in the Scenarios from Africa competition and in selecting the winning entries.
· “We showed the entire collection of Scenarios from Africa films in its Moorè version at an unauthorized gold mine, worked mostly by Moorè speakers, near Bobo Dioulasso. The reaction was very positive and enthusiastic. One film that was most appreciated was African Solidarity. That film works extremely well in rural areas.” (Bernie Goldblatt, Association Cinomade, Burkina Faso, December 2004)
The Cinéma Numérique Ambulant (CNA, Mobile Digital Cinema), with teams based in Benin, Mali, Niger and Burkina Faso, also shows Scenarios films as part of its programs. As of June 2007, the CNA had reached over 4,000,000 spectators during 3,000 screenings. A member of the CNA team in northern Benin reported in March 2005 that she and her colleagues were surprised and amused at what they saw upon making a return visit to a village where a few days earlier they had shown films, including the Scenarios film Iron Will: Several kids in the village had made themselves iron underpants and were proudly wearing them!
Other mobile cinema units showing the Scenarios films are operating in:

· Mali

· Mauritania

· Mozambique

· Senegal

· Togo

Given the unique role played by mobile cinemas in bringing audio-visual materials on HIV to underserved, disadvantaged populations in remote rural areas, Global Dialogues compiles a growing master list of mobile cinemas across Africa. Those organizations are priority recipients of Scenarios films.
In Nigeria and Burkina Faso, Scenarios from Africa has gone mobile in a different way, namely by having the films screened by long-haul bus companies.
· “My team and I donated 40 copies of the Scenarios from Africa and Sahel (20 each) to ABC Transport. ABC is the foremost transport company in Nigeria, and was the first bus company in Nigeria to introduce on-board entertainment (all its buses have TVs).  Currently, ABC Transport has about 50 luxury buses that travel across the country, and along the west coast to Ghana. The Scenarios films will be seen by about 2,500 people daily (50 buses x 50 passengers).” (Benjamin Mbakwem, Scenarios from Africa National Coordinator in Nigeria, April 2005)
And in July 2008, we received a request for the films from the France-based Association “Aux cinéphiles de l’eau”, which will be bringing the Scenarios to Africa films to coastal villagers in Senegal and The Gambia via their mobile-cinema sailboat!
D. Use of the Scenarios films in Africa by visitors who are usually based elsewhere
Global Dialogues increasingly receives messages from people who are based outside of Africa and would like to use the Scenarios films during a working visit to the continent.

· “I am a general practitioner (MD). For the past twenty years, I’ve been working in prisons (currently at the Fleury Mérogis prison), and I also work as a volunteer for ‘Prisoners without Borders’. In 2006 and 2007, I went to Togo to carry out health activities in prisons: training of nurses; training of ‘prison visitors’ and prison personnel; and to try to eradicate scabies in several Togolese prisons. Of course, we work in collaboration with the prison authorities in Togo. This year, we would like to base our work on Scenarios from Africa. Might it be possible to send me a copy?” (Dr. Isabelle Roustang, France, September 2008)

· “I’ll be leaving for Senegal in November to work with a project in which HIV/AIDS outreach workers (association volunteers and women’s group members) will be trained. As we draw up plans for the project, I’m looking for tools that the outreach workers could use in their activities. I know of Scenarios from Africa because I’ve worked at CRIPS Ile-de-France [the organization that created the Scenarios concept], and I once served as a Scenarios contest juror. I would like to request a copy of the films, as well as the educational booklet in French.” (Laura Le Guen, France, September 2008)

· “Our association carries out traveling prevention and HIV-testing campaigns in Africa. Last year’s campaign took us across western Cameroon, and we intend to do a new campaign in southern Cameroon in 2008. In the meantime, we’ll be traveling from Bamako to Yaoundé by land this summer to deliver a mobile health truck. Last year, we screened your films in villages we visited with great success! We would please like to request your most recent films.” (Valérie Sandres of MOTO ACTION, France, May 2008)
· “We will be traveling to South Africa in a couple of weeks and would like to use the videos you have. Do you have them available is Xhosa? If not, English is fine. We'll be working through an organization called Bridges of Hope which, in part, hosts an After School Program for 3rd - 7th graders. I think some of the films will be perfect for an HIV/AIDS unit we will be doing. Please let me know as soon as possible if we will be able to get the DVD's as we will be leaving in 2 weeks! Thanks for your help. I'm really excited about potentially using your material.” (Patty Shearing, Salvation Army, USA, 14 June 2006)
· “I am a member of an association that is organizing an HIV prevention campaign in Bamako, Mali, next August. Several French organizations and associations strongly recommended your cassette Scenarios from the Sahel as an indispensable tool for triggering dialogue. Might it be possible for you to send us 3 copies, one in French, one in Bambara, and one in Pulaar?” (Alexandra Ristori, Association Ethni-Cités, France, June 2005)
· “I am a student in medicine in France and I will go to Kenya (I'll leave France at June 15th) as a volunteer for prevention of HIV, typhoid, malaria and other diseases. This mission aims to help a rural community of 30 000 Massaï people. About prevention of HIV, I would like to use these films I've seen on the website. Is it possible to send me a CD Rom with a compilation of these films in English, and also maybe in Swahili? Could you help me for this mission?” (Cécile Martin, Grenoble, France, May 2007)
· “I am very interested in the 15 films of the SCENARIOS FROM AFRICA, which I saw on the website www.globaldialogues.org. I’m a social nurse working for the prevention of HIV/AIDS and I think I can make good use of these films in my job. In March I will be going to Namibia to train peer educators and I would like to use these films for that purpose. I hope you can send me the English version on a VHS cassette and if possible also on a CD-Rom, so I can show it on a laptop/beamer.” (Anneke Meijer, Netherlands, February 2006)
Additional examples of people requesting (and receiving) the films are:

· Germans carrying out activities in Burkina Faso, South Africa
· US Americans for work visits in the Congo, Ghana, Ivory Coast, Mali, Tanzania
· French traveling to Benin, Cameroon, Guinea, Mali, Senegal, Togo
· Dutch going to South Africa
· Canadians doing work in Burkina Faso, Tanzania
VI. Television broadcasts
· “I used the Scenarios films on a TV program I presented during my youth service to my country. I had done this on the platform of STEPS TO LIFE NIGERIA, an NGO in Ilorin, Kwara State, Nigeria. The program tagged ‘YOUR CHOICE’ ran for a quarter on NTA Ilorin and featured young people coming together to discuss on an HIV-related topic after watching a Scenarios clip. I personally initiated this idea after finding out about Scenarios from Africa through the internet. I am at present planning a similar initiative with the use of the DVDs you recently sent to us and I'm also involved in mobilising young people we work with to take part in the next Scenarios contest.” (Emmanuel Olaoti, Society for Youth Development and Orphaned Children, Nigeria, November 2007)

· “I am in Kenya this summer and a few nights ago I was at a Kenyan friend's house and between the news and the World Cup match one of the Scenarios from Africa came on! It was the one about the hiv+ wife that makes her husband run and get condoms just to prove he will take care of himself.  I called everyone, my friend and all her sisters, in the room to watch. They thought it was funny but then proceeded to tell me they had seen it before. Then they began a spirited discussion of what Scenarios film they liked the most. They had seen so many and Iron Underpants was mentioned as one of their favorites!! I was so incredibly psyched!” (Visiting scholar Ted Neill, 6 July 2006)
· “The films in Swahili play regularly on TV here, and look great!” (Marguerite Dashevsky, DarDar Pediatrics Program, Tanzania, July 2007)
· “Since I last wrote in January, I've seen the Scenarios films on local television in Tanzania at least weekly. We always watch with great delight and can see the same episode a hundred times with pleasure!  One of our friends here was recently diagnosed and has started treatment at a hospital supported by CRS. I'm reminded of just how important the work is, and how essential it is to have open conversations with friends/family about HIV issues. While watching tv at the local pub, your films have prompted us to talk with more of our neighbors about getting tested and treated. The treatment program that I work with, AIDSRelief, is interested in using the Scenarios films in the 47 care and treatment centers we support throughout Tanzania. We're also wondering if the next competition will be open to youth in Tanzania. We have lots of young patients who could get involved.” (Leia Isanhart, Catholic Relief Services, Tanzania, July 2007)

The Scenarios from Africa films – in numerous language versions – have already been broadcast on over 100 stations. As the number of independent stations grows in many African countries, more and more broadcasters are showing the films. In December 2006, Scenarios partners in Burkina Faso, for example, reported that they had seen the films frequently on and around World AIDS Day on all four stations that are widely available in that country: national TV, the two private stations (Canal 3 and SMTV) and the French satellite broadcaster TV5Monde. One of the new Scenarios films, The Reasons for a Smile, stars four people at the heart of the response to HIV in Burkina Faso and deals with the issue of living with the virus. Those four individuals (with great pride), as well as members of the public at large, speak of that film as having fueled a great many in-depth, constructive discussions about HIV-related discrimination and about providing support to those who are most directly affected by the epidemic.
A growing number of broadcasters tell us that they count on Scenarios from Africa to provide them with new films on HIV/AIDS on a regular basis for their programming. Increasingly, broadcasters and other organizations that produce HIV-related TV programming proactively contact Global Dialogues to request the films, or to ask when new films and/or new language versions will be available.

· “Dear Friends, We are currently running a Live TV Program on an NTA Channel (in Nigeria) using part of your short films as part of the segments. We got it from another sister organization on VHS. There are some of them that are distorted from usage. Is it possible that we get ours too and possibly in CD ROM or DVD for the programme? Thanking you for an anticipated urgent and favourable response.” Fela Bright, Steps to Life Nigeria, 13 December 2006) 
·  “I am the director of the VERITAS TV station in Kabinda, Democratic Republic of Congo. Our station has been in existence since 2002. We have several shows on HIV/AIDS, and I would be very interested to receive your films. How can I get a copy?” (Norbert Mervilde, Director RTV Kabinda, Democratic Republic of Congo, August 2008)

Due in no small part to the steadfast support of Mali’s former Minister of Culture, Mr. Cheick Oumar Sissoko, himself a Scenarios film director, Malian National Television sets the standard when it comes to frequency of Scenarios film broadcasts at peak viewing hours.

· “I’m pleased to report that the Scenarios films are going out every day on national television. Mali is hosting the African Military Football Cup right now, and all of the matches are shown on TV. Before each match, they show two or three Scenarios films, and then two or three more after the match. I’m really happy, because I understand that the National AIDS Program didn’t have any other new films to show this year; they were able to carry out a TV campaign thanks to Scenarios from Africa. At present, they are even showing the films at the time of day when the viewing audience is greatest of all, namely right before the 8.15 pm news.” (Scenarios from Africa National Coordinator Moulaye Ismaël Dicko, Mali, December 2004)
In addition to local and national stations in Africa, the Scenarios films are broadcast by satellite networks with a global reach. Two prominent examples are:

· Paris-based TV5Monde, which reaches 176 million households in 203 countries and territories. TV5Monde, one of the planet’s top three broadcasters (along with CNN and MTV), is a central partner throughout the Scenarios from Africa process, lending support during the contests, as well. A TV5Monde team was present throughout the September/October Scenarios from Africa international jury in Ouagadougou, Burkina Faso. On 12 October, the popular 26-minute TV5Monde show Continent Noir, aired twice, revolved around Scenarios from Africa, highlighting the Scenarios process and the work of local partner organizations.
· RFO (Réseau France Outre-mer) is a network of 17 stations worldwide. At the end of March 2006, RFO showcased Scenarios from Africa films as part of its involvement in the annual Sidaction media campaign, which raised 6.4 million Euros for AIDS-related work. RFO then showcased the new Scenarios films on and around World AIDS Day 2006.
And finally, the Scenarios films are also broadcast on stations in Europe and the United States that serve immigrant African populations and/or the general public.
·  “I thought I’d let you know that they were showing the Scenarios films on our UK Community Channel TV channel over this Easter weekend.  I saw my name up in lights!!  I noticed that they seemed to be repeated through the day, so one hopes that it was watched by a good audience.” (Coleen McGlaughlin of Global Dialogues, Gateshead, United Kingdom, March 2008)

· “Hi, I am Tiziana Cauli, a producer with EarthLive, an Italian nonprofit TV programme broadcasting documentaries with a focus on global development issues. We would like to broadcast the Scenarios from Africa series. Would it be possible for you to send it to us - preferably in English, but French would also work – in either a DVD, BETA SP, DVcam or MiniDV format?” (Tiziana Cauli, Rome, Italy, 19 January 2007)

· “We have since 2001 been broadcasting to the African Community (mostly sub-Saharan) in Amsterdam and find it very interesting and useful to air all films of Scenarios from Africa  & Scenarios from The Sahel on our channel. With an average viewership of 165,000 per broadcast, Sankofa TV reaches over 1.1 million households within out broadcast range. We are very much interested in the following languages: 1. English 2. French 3. Twi 4. Yoruba.” (Tilly Boateng, Sankofa TV, Netherlands, August 2007)
·  “We've received the DVD's and started airing them on weekly basis! They are very great and the reaction is very awesome. Last week we held a workshop and broadcast a couple of the films; the public reaction was very encouraging. Some participants even requested to have copies. We look forward to air new productions to our audiences.” (Tilly Boateng, Sankofa TV, Netherlands, October 2007)
Given the rapidly changing television landscape in Africa, Global Dialogues is conducting a detailed survey of active TV stations on and serving the continent in 2009. In the run-up to this year’s World AIDS Day, each and every station identified will receive a DVD set and a rights-waiver letter authorising unlimited, free broadcasts.
VII. Availability of the films on the Internet and via cell phones
In addition to Global Dialogues, a growing number of Scenarios partners (including TV5Monde, CFAO/SIDA-Entreprises, Creative Associates International, OneWorld UK, OneWorld Netherlands, Ouaganet….) have made some or all of the Scenarios films available on their websites. The Scenarios films are also available on YouTube and several other video-sharing sites. In Mali, local radio stations can download the audio version of the Scenarios films in Bambara language for free from a partner organization’s website.
· “You are doing a wonderful job and many lives are being saved as a result.  I created a French version of OuagaNet, http://www.monburkina.com for the francophones and I always get positive feedback for the movies.” (Luc Zio, creator of Ouaganet, February 2008)

· “It is evident that the production of these films is a true collaboration of a close-knit community of dedicated individuals.” (Lazarina Todorova, the person who has made Scenarios films available on the site of Creative Associates International, February 2008)

In 2009, Global Dialogues would like to identify a tech-savvy, multi-lingual young woman to research opportunities to ensure that the Scenarios from Africa films are made available via the Web in optimal manner.

In October 2008, Scenarios allies at the UK NGO AIDS Consortium / AIDSPortal suggested that they are keen to explore the idea of making Scenarios films under five minutes in duration available to cell-phone users. They are presently trying out a free way that lets young people (who often have newer phones) send video clips to each other for free. 

Global Dialogues is sounding out similar opportunities in Africa, starting with Burkina Faso, as technological opportunities present themselves.

· “Regarding the fight against HIV/AIDS, the program is progressing well. I spoke about Scenarios from Africa at a meeting of the Post and Telecommunications Ministerial Committee for the Fight Against AIDS, highlighting the fact that the films are available in many languages. The Coordinator was most delighted. For your information, the Committee is made up of representatives of the 3 major cell phone operators (TELMOB, ZAIN, TELECEL), as well as the national phone company (ONATEL) and SONAPOST, ARTEL and CHRONOPOST. I would like to introduce you to the Coordinator. In addition, I would please like 7 copies of the films, one for each of the members.” (Idriss Sawadogo, ZAIN, Burkina Faso, 25 September 2008)
VIII. Use of the films for awareness-raising, teaching and advocacy outside of Africa
In recent years, Global Dialogues has been receiving a rapidly growing number of requests for the Scenarios from Africa films from individuals and organizations working outside of sub-Saharan Africa, who are generally interested in pursuing one or both of the following objectives:
A. Use culturally relevant tools to help immigrants, refugees and asylum-seekers from sub-Saharan Africa learn about HIV/AIDS.

B. Raise global awareness of the African AIDS epidemic; use the films as advocacy tools.

To date, copies of the Scenarios films have been provided to such interested parties in fifty-six countries beyond Africa.
A. HIV education for African immigrants, refugees and asylum-seekers

Organizations in Europe and North America that ask for copies of the Scenarios from Africa films often say that they completely lack and urgently need culturally appropriate audio-visual tools for HIV education activities with sub-Saharan Africans. Some express alarm about the high percentage of new HIV infections in their state (e.g., Minnesota) or country (e.g., Switzerland) that are among African immigrants – over 20% in several cases. In addition, public health workers recognize the need to provide ongoing HIV education to Africans who migrate abroad for work and intend to go back home temporarily or permanently, so that they might protect themselves and their partners upon their return to their homeland.
· “I would like to request a copy of the Scenarios from Africa films in Portuguese. The reason for my asking is that I must now announce a positive HIV test result to a woman from Cape Verde here in Paris, and she only speaks Portuguese. I want to have materials in her language on hand for the counseling. Your urgent help would be much appreciated.” (A doctor in Paris, France, 2007)

· “I am working as a social worker in an AIDS-counseling center in Nürnberg, Germany. As we have in our district a refugee camp and those refugees are being tested on HIV, we deal a lot with African HIV-positive people. For this reason and for our prevention work we do in the camp we would like to ask you for the DVD's of Scenarios from Africa. Also we support a volunteer who once a year goes to her home country Togo where she offers 6 months AIDS prevention in the villages, also for her work we would like to ask you for a DVD-set which she can take with her to Togo. (Wladislaus Rzepka, AIDS-Beratung Mittelfranken, 29 September 2008)
· “Good morning, I'm a physician of an Italian public health structure (AUSL of Ravenna). I'm busy with HIV-infection prevention and I'm interested in the films of the ‘Scenarios for Africa’ project. In my district are many immigrants coming from African countries, and this material can be useful for interventions of prevention directed to these communities.” (Dott. Cosetta Ricci, Italy, March 2, 2006)

· “I received the two VHS ‘Scenarios from the Sahel’ and ‘Scenarios from Africa’ just last week. I thank you very much. I showed the cassettes to the immigrants’ representations and associations present in Ravenna and their answer was enthusiastic. We’ll make several copies to deal out in places haunted by immigrants. I still have another request: We programmed to make educational interventions in centres for immigrant asking for asylum, in reception centres, situations where English is not known. I ask if it’s possible to receive the cassettes (or CDs) also in the following languages: French, Portuguese, Wolof?” (Dott. Cosetta Ricci, Italy, March 29, 2006)

· “Thank you for the new DVDs. As always, I admire the high production quality, but more and more I see that the films are timely and up-to-date; these most recent films really target the most current problems.” (Dott. Cosetta Ricci, Italy, December 24, 2007)

· “Some time ago I saw the tape with the Scenarios from the Sahel because I’m working on a project for sti/hiv-prevention for asylum seekers. I was impressed by the quality and the content of the movies. I think the movies can be useful in the asylum seeker centres in the Netherlands. The languages in which the tape appears correspond with the mother languages of most African asylum seekers. I think it is a wonderful project!” (Gertrude Kuyvenhoven, SOA Netherlands, October 2005)
· “Prevention work among persons from many African countries is very important in Sweden. Our 2nd biggest refugee and immigrant group are people from Somalia. So, we are very interested in your DVDs and any materials connected to them. Is it also possible for us to use it on our upcoming webportal? (Viveca Urwitz, Head of Unit for HIV Prevention, Swedish Social Services, August 2008) 
· “I do social work in Brussels, Belgium for the organization Zorgwonen. We accompany people in deprived situations and living with HIV/AIDS. People that visit our organization mainly come from sub-Saharan Africa. This community is very much touched by HIV.
We offer guidance on a lot of different levels. … Special attention goes to children and young
people living with HIV/AIDS or in a world marked by HIV. This year I visited a seminar where I heard [Scenarios friend and tireless ambassador] Valérie Lépine talk. She spoke of the HIV-prevention videos made by young Africans and showed a couple of short films. She told me that we could order the video or cd-rom by sending an e-mail. I believe this is very interesting material to show to the young people in our group. Prevention work is very important but not always easy. These are also young girls and boys living in between two cultures which makes it even harder. These videos/cd-roms would be a good method to discuss a lot of themes with them like respect, friendship, love,... brought with a lot of humour. Could I order the two collections of films: Scenarios from Africa and Scenarios from the Sahel? (Inge Schepens, Belgium, December 2005)
· “I received the DVD boxset yesterday. As I had my whole family around, I took the opportunity to watch the movies with them. The fact that the videos were in Lingala caught their attention way more than if they were in French. We started with my movie (that they found very mature), and ended up watching two DVDs out of the four. My family asked who did the dubbing and they were impressed by the quality of the language (I heard "they speak the ‘pure’ lingala"). Well, we spent a very good evening full of screams (when my name appeared on the screen), laughter and great conversations.” (Sandra Nsambi Nzali of the Democratic Republic of Congo, now resident in Belgium. Sandra won the grand prize of the 2002 Scenarios from Africa contest; her text was turned into the film The Heart of the Matter. Message from April 2008)

· “Congratulations with the fantastic film project for youth about Hiv/Aids! I have watched all episodes of the 3 dvds with much interest. Working with youth in the Netherlands and Africa on the topic of Hiv and Aids, I am happy to have come across your project. I will include the movies into the educational activities that we will have in Kenya this summer on Hiv/Aids. Would it be possible to stimulate the youths of Kenya/Sierra Leone and Angola to join the contest with their own scenarios in December 2007? (Nienja Brouwer, Hhumanlink, Netherlands, June 2007)

· “Thank you again for the Scenarios from Africa films that you sent me. They are refreshing and straight to the point.” (Janique Gittens-Clarke, Bronx AIDS Services, serving women of color in the New York area, July 2008)

 

The Deutsche AIDS-Stiftung (German AIDS Foundation) made 500 copies of the films for distribution, along with a tri-lingual users’ guide produced by the Stiftung, to German organizations serving African immigrant populations and to the "Konferenz der Landesfilmdienste", a public media service used mainly be teachers that offers and supports media productions in the fields of education, culture and economy. 

B. International advocacy

In recent years, Scenarios partners in Africa, in particular friends and colleagues who live with HIV, have been urging Global Dialogues to seize upon the international profile of Scenarios from Africa in efforts to attract greater attention of the world community to the AIDS epidemic in Africa.
In response to that ever more vigorously expressed wish, requests for Scenarios films coming from individuals and organizations who could help achieve the above-mentioned objective, including by educating Western children about the African HIV epidemic, are gladly filled. 
· “While living in Washington DC, I saw a presentation by your organization at the Smithsonian Institution.  At that time we watched several videos, and they were wonderful.  Your group also went to the US State Department's ‘Population, Refugee, and Migration Bureau’ and gave a similar presentation. I am now working as a science teacher at the International School of Helsinki.  I was wondering if I could get a collection of these videos for classroom use.  I would use these videos as part of our sex ed curriculum.” (Deborah Siegel, Finland, May 2007)
· “I would like to order several copies of Scenarios from Africa for a Canadian organization called Equitas, the International Centre for Human Rights Education.  We will be hosting our 28th annual International Human Rights Training Program and would like to offer copies to our participants (130+ trainees from 60 countries). (Enid Dixon, Equitas, Canada, May 2007)
· “I am part of a team of students at the University of Birmingham who are organizing a festival this summer to raise awareness about HIV/AIDS in Africa. We put on a similar festival last summer that focused on the humanitarian crisis in Sudan. We raised £12 000 and attracted 2000 people. We hope that the festival will grow this year. The event is a combination of music, charity stalls, student societies etc. This year we also aim to have a film tent showing short films about HIV/AIDS and the films that you have sound perfect! They would compliment the messages of the festival and help to educate thousands of people. The proceeds of the festival are going to an SPW peer education project in Zimbabwe and a UNICEF HIV/AIDS project in Nairobi. Would it be possible to get hold of the compilation of videos in the near future?” (Becky Payne, England, March 2006)
· “I am a volunteer with Nashville Cares, and HIV/AIDS awareness group in Nashville. For World AIDS day, we will be showing a series of films about AIDS around the world. We would be very interested in getting a DVD copy of your short films.” (Heather Holloway, Nashville, Tennessee, April 2008)
· “On your internet page I found the information that your films are distributed for educational purpose. I am a teacher for English and French in Munich, Germany, and would like to use some of your films in my lessons. Where can I get them?” (Sibylle Mayer, May 2008)
· “On the website of jongpositive, I read about movies made by young African hiv positives. I'd like to receive them on cd-rom to use them in my lessons about sexuality.” (Saskia  Tuenter, ORS Lek en Linge, Netherlands, February 2007)
· “I work at Plan USA and I am looking for films that involve Children and HIV/AIDS to post on our youth website.  The youth in our youth group (YUGA) are going to be showing films in their school and local libraries to raise awareness for World AIDS Day on Dec 1st.  We would like to obtain a copy of your film to have on file for the youth to have access to for education showings.” (Lauree Brazee, PLAN/USA, October 26, 2005)
· “I just recieved the package of videos and discussion questions. Thank you so much for sending them to me; they will be very useful for our youth on World AIDS Day and will also be a wonderful resource for them in the future.” (Lauree Brazee, PLAN/USA, November 1, 2005)

· “Africa Week, organized by the City of Rome, has just come to an end. The two cinema evenings went well. The Scenarios from Africa films were screened on 26 May and were very well received.” (Leonardo De Franceschi, Rome, Italy, May 2005)
· “The mission of Le Groupe Sida [the AIDS Group] is to raise awareness among the general population and to develop and strengthen HIV/AIDS projects. In the context of its 20th birthday, our association is organizing an activity called ‘The Night of AIDS Spots’ in Geneva on 27 January 2007. We would like very much to show your films on HIV at that event.” (Renaude Fragé, Switzerland, 23 November 2006)

· “I originally come from Lesotho in southern Africa and have been living here in Germany since 1994. I have just come across information about your work on the Internet and I am very encouraged by what I read. Could you be so kind as to let me know if it is possible to order the compilation cassette with the Scenarios from Africa films? I do projects on children in Africa with children in schools here in the part of Germany where I live.” (Mrs. Tiisetso Matete-Lieb, Germany, November 2005)

· “I am a teacher of English at Liceo Scientifico Marie Curie in Grugliasco and I am interested in inter-cultural problems. I would be grateful if you could send me a copy of the video cassette 'Scenarios d'Afrique - Scenarios du Sahel' in the English speaking version. I'd be very happy to use it in my classes! My French colleague would be also pleased to have the French speaking version, if it is possible. Thanking you in advance.” (Marina Migliavacca, Italy, May 2006)
Another forum in which the Scenarios films are used to raise international awareness of the African AIDS epidemic is university classrooms. Professors of biology, public health, African studies and communications use the films as part of their courses at a growing number of American universities, including Emory in Atlanta, Northwestern, Brown, Iowa State, UTEP, and Ohio University.
Renewed attention is attracted to the African AIDS epidemic when the films are screened at film festivals. Since October 2004, Scenarios films have been shown at festivals in the following countries, usually at the request of the event’s organizers: Belgium, Brazil, Burkina Faso, Canada, France, Germany, Haiti, Iran, Italy, Senegal, South Korea, Spain, Thailand, the United Kingdom and the United States. 

On 23 and 24 October 2008, the Scenarios from Africa film The Reasons for a Smile was screened in competition at the "Mostra de Ciencia e Cinema" in A Coruña, Spain.

· “I'm happy to announce we've chosen the short film "Les raisons d'un sourire" by Fanta Regina Nacro to participate in the Official Section of our Science Film Festival (http://www.cienciaecinema.org). As you know, ours is a "scientific festival", and most of films we're going to exhibit will be documentaries, but we also want to explore different ways to promote science culture. "Scenarios from Africa" is a wonderful project, and we are very proud to include Fanta Regina Nacro's short film in the competitive section. 

The "Mostra de Ciencia e Cinema" (Science Film Festival) is also going to exhibit a short series of films in November in the Galician Cinemateque, CGAI (http://www.cgai.org). That's a good place to watch other kind of movies related to science - movies made by Werner Herzog, James Benning or Jeanne Liotta, more experimental and "artistic" movies, you know. I think it would be a very good idea to close that programme with a special session: a selection of a few "Scenarios from Africa" films. December 1st, World AIDS Day, would be a perfect occasion. Here in A Coruña lives a small but active African community (especially from Senegal), and several non-governmental organizations that work with immigrant people, and this will be a good way to collaborate with them. Thanks for your great work.” (Óscar Sánchez, Mostra de Ciencia e Cinema, A Coruña, Spain, August 2008)

And here are a few surprising ways and places the Scenarios films have been used:

· “I’ve given the magnificent Scenarios from Africa films a place of honor in our toolkit targeting Quebecois of Haitian origin. Those films, along with the Discussion Guide, are among the pillars of the toolkit.” (Valérie Lepine, Office of Public Health, Montreal, Canada, June 2007)
· “My name is Marvin from Nicaragua, I want to tell you that I have watched the films I got from you, they are very good for teach to youth people. It is very nice to count with this material. Thanks. Keep in touch.” (Marvin Granera S., September 2008)

·  “I do quite a lot of advertisement on your films. At the moment I am in the Philippines and even here the people are interested in the spots. I didn't think that would be the case, but they like the clear pictures and messages. So we copied quite some of them for those who are interested. Do you have still the plan to have the same competition going on in Asia one day?” (Ellen Schmitt, Misereor, Germany, November 2007)
· “I'm currently doing a project regarding AIDS in Africa, and hence would like to show the video 'Good Reasons' to the class. I believe it will definitely help them to understand the situation better. I hereby seek your permission to include it in my website.” (Lee Ling Ling, National Institute of Education, Singapore, March 2006)
· “I recently had an opportunity to see the DVD about AIDS scenarios that you are involved in developing.  I was very impressed with it.  I look forward to sharing it with the HIV prevention peer educators that I worked with in Vietnam.” (Huong Thi Pham, Emory University, before her return to Vietnam, May 2007)

· “Our festival got an invitation to India in January by the Goethe Institute to show a selection of films of our past festivals in three maybe five major cities (Pune, Delhi, Calcutta, perhaps Bombay and Madras). We would love to include ‘The Champions’ and ‘Never Alone’ in this selection. (Gregor Kern, Munich, Germany, June 2005) 
· “I am writing to enquire how our organization can get copies of your fantastic Scenarios films.  We are based in the Caribbean islands of Antigua and Barbuda and seeking to increase our collection of educational films on HIV and AIDS. I previously used these films to facilitate when I worked in Tanzania and had a fantastic response from them.  We think they would be particularly useful to show to the young women and men we work with.” (Louise Tillotson, Directorate of Gender Affairs, Antigua, February 2007)

 

· “I am currently trying to link organizations in the UK with AGEUP, a Christian student organization in Peru that is hoping to run a three year program in universities and schools across the country raising awareness of the rapid spread of HIV/AIDS in the country especially among the young population. They have been running similar programs in the last two years with a lot of success. From what I gathered looking at the Scenarios website your material would be very useful and powerful in sending this message across in our campaigns and I would like to request copies of any material you could provide us with in preferably Spanish but also English.” (Julio Robles, Gloucester, England, February 2006)
· “I work at the American Red Cross on ‘Together we can,’ a youth-focused HIV prevention peer education program in Haiti, Tanzania and Guyana. I have thoroughly enjoyed viewing your films and admire your approach. Thank you for sharing them. The films have been embraced by our Peer Educators in Haiti who air them during follow-up interventions (activities that target youth ‘graduates’ of the 15-hour curriculum at between 3-6 and 9-12 months following the end of the curriculum-based sessions) as a launching point for discussing basic facts and then practicing risk-reduction or risk-elimination skills. The coaches of these Peer Educators have been inquiring into the availability of further films (they are currently in possession of DVDs 1 through 3) which prompted this email.”  (Lindsay Lincoln, December 2008)
· “I am interested in acquiring your films for 8 community clinics across Haiti that I presently work with to strengthen their HIV/AIDS Community Health/Mobilisation programs.  Your films would offer a media piece that is much needed at the present.” (Wilkinson Nest, Haiti, March 2007)
· “We have completed the dubbing of 14 Scenarios from Africa films [into Haitian Creole]. I’d like to say a big thank you, because our partners – who have started to be trained, using your Discussion Guide – really appreciate these short films. It really is a precious resource.” (Martine Bernier, Coordonnatrice Projet PALIH 2, Haiti, February 2009)

· ”I have just seen these wonderful short films, and would very much like to be able to show them to people in PNG where I work. I'm sure there are lots of ways we could use them. AIDS in PNG is going a similar route to Africa, and we have many of the same cultural issues, and especially the gender issues. Is it possible for you to send me a VHS version and a DVD version? These are potentially the most useful tool for reducing the spread of HIV that I've seen for a very long time. Congratulations!” (Christine Bradley, National HIV/AIDS Support Programme, Boroko, Papua New Guinea, 1 September 2006)

Global Dialogues wishes to express its gratitude to all those who spread the word about the Scenarios from Africa films, helping to ensure that the films reach those who can make effective use of them in the field.

· ”Hello and hope you're back home safe and sound from the International AIDS Conference!  How did everything go? I do so hope Scenarios played in the 1-3 Zones [of the Conference’s Global Village], and am sure that people were thrilled if so. I received my own copies in the mail during that time, and felt like I was attending myself. Thanks immensely for this marvelous and invaluable gift, and I will be sure to promote the films and project far and wide, spreading the great news about this incomparable source faster than Harry Potter can turn Lord Valdemort into a fairy princess.” (Janet Feldman, member of the organizing team of the Women, Youth and Cultural Zones at the IAC, 22 August 2008)
For further information, please contact info@globaldialogues.org









PAGE  

